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Magyarvagyok. Sarczons z®gyenben ®g,

S®gyenl enem kel |, hogy magyar vag
I'tt mi n8lunk nem is hajnallik m®
Hol ott m8shol m8r a nap %gy ragyo

(lama Magyar. Shame bedecks my face/
That | must call myself of Magyar race.
Wecannot see the dawtis gloomy night,
While all around theun is burning bright.)
Pe T ¢ F1B47s

Mit t°rRd?m a hazgval
A haz8nak ?sz8z baj gval
Maj d el m“l nak a bajok.
£n magyar nemes vagyok

(What care | for my country's st&te
What care | for its parlous f&e

Let it find helpers where it cén

| am a Magyar nobtean.)

Pe T ¢ FL84"

M.P. (addressing Cabinet Ministenp -"Do you know how Katanghy
got into Parliamert"

His Excellency shrugged his shoulders.

"I presume, because "he had a majorioy qudes,” he said; and
added humorously," After all, people do ametimes get into Parlia
ment that way
COLOMAN M1 ks z ¢AmElection in Hungaryp. 154.

Butler& Tanner,The Selwood Printing Works, Frome, and London.



Preface

HE Hungarian problem, with its acute racial complica

tions, lies at the root of the wleoquestion of the Middle

East, and supplies the key Habsburgpolicy and so to more
than one vital issue in the international situation. In Hungary
itself the question of Electoral Reform overshadows all others
and all parties are agreed that on thennas of its solution
depends the future of the country, and perhaps of the Austro
Hungarian monarchy as a whole. Hence no apology would
seem to be needed for the present study of the Hungarian
electoral system. An exposure of the almost unparalleled
corruption and violence which characterized the general-elec
tions of Junel910, will enable the reader to judge of the
demoralization of public life in Hungary and the glaring in
efficiency 8 to use no severer ter@d of the administrative
machine. In emphadng the widespread nature of the evil,
my chief objects have been to show the absurdity of the claim
that the present majority in any way represents the true will of
the Hungarian people, and the urgent need of electoral reform
of the most thorough kindas the only means by which
Hungary can be saved from irreparable disaster.

| have one further object. Electoral corruption is always

loathsome, wherever practised. But in a polyglot state like
Hungary, where it is employed by a single dominant race to
rob all the other races of their political birthright, it is doubly
oppressive and its victims cannot be blamed for their opinion
that open absolutism would be preferable to a system which
rides roughshod over the existing laws. The treatment meted
out to theNon-Magyar races of Hungary, under cover of the
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most ancient constitution on the Continent, formsddy one

of the worst blots upon the scutcheon of European culture. |
am no advocate of interference in the internal affairs of other
countries je n'accuse pas, je constate and this, be it noted,

in answer to repeated appeals to British foreign opinion on the
part of official circles in Hungary. But | am at a loss to
understand why the various wefleaning societies which
exist in this country to dehd the interests of oppressed nation
alities throughout Europe and Asia, should so persistently ignore
the cause of the Slovaks, Roumanians and other races sub
jected to Magyar rule. In any case, my aim will have been
accomplished, if this volume shoulchll renewed attention to
the importance of the racial question in Hungary, alike in its
bearing on the future of thédabsburg Monarchy and on
Southern Slav and Balkan problems.

My chief difficulty 7 a difficulty which was continually
present with me imwriting Racial Problems in Hungary -is to
create in the reader such a state of mind as will render credible
even ondenth part of the truth about Hungary. The bare
facts may well seem to the average West European a mere
fairy tale. Indeed, | have sommes found myself refusing
to credit the evidence of my own eyes, and often hesitate to
publish certain facts, lest | should be accused of romancing.
Bearing this difficulty in mind, |1 have been very cautious in
my use of material for the present volume.y Mwthorities
may be classed under five different heails

(1) A large number of original documen33 in all, of which
11 are actually in my own possession and the remainder have
been specially copied for me from the originals) containing most
startling proof of official intimidation and of illegalities during
election time in Hungary.

(2) Special reports from certain constituencies, drawn up
and signed by eywitnesses, and supplied to me by persons
for whose honesty and reliability | can vouch.
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(3 Reports of the Magyar, GermanHungarian and Austrian
Press.

@ The debates in the Hungarian Parliament during the
month of July. The mutuatecriminatiore contained in these
debates are quite unusually instructive, and are sometimes
almost Gilbertian in theirdmour.

() My own experiences in Szakolcza on Jugel910, at
one of the most corrupt elections of modern times (SeBO#0).

The extreme violence, sometimes bordering upon scurrility,
with which | have been attacked in Budapest for daring to
publish theseexperiences in the Viennese Press, might seem to
call for some rejoinder on "my parbut certain kindly critics
of my last book,Racial Problems in Hungantook me to task
for indulging in a personal defence against my Magyar slanderers
and made it cleathat | must not do so again. | therefore
defer to their opinion and refrain from any personal defence.

I must content myself with a general acknowledgment to
all those who have helped me in the collection of material for
this book it would obviously notbe doing them a service if |
were to publish their names. Even as it is, a Socialist journalist
was sentenced to a term of imprisonment for quoting from my
book Racial Problems in Hungaryan old lady of seventy was
fined A 4last June, because | speP® minutes in her house
without her reporting the fact to the police (see8p), and
correspondence with my friends in Hungary is not rendered
easier by the fact that even the registered letters | receive
from that country are in the habit of arriving withet inscrip
tion, " Found open and officially sealed."

Let me conclude this preface with an electioneering story
which | myself heard on a Hungarian election platform last
May. " Not many years ago a noble Count stood as candidate
for a West Hungarian cotisiency, and was in due course
elected. Soon afterwards a deputation of the electors visited
him in Budapest, reminded him of his promises at the time of
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the election, and asked him to use his influence in a certain
direction. * Why do you come tome? ' asked the Count.

" Why, because you are our representativéhe astonished
peasants replied’ Nothing of the kind/ said the Count,

' | bought the constituency foA 2 , 0Yo0 .all had your
price T free lunches and free drinks into the bargain. |
damned if | do anything for youWe are quits ' And in
another minute the deputation found itself in the street.”

Let those who expect genuine reforms from a Parliament
which owes its existence to wholesale corruption of the kind
described in this bookyemember the answer of the witty
Count!

m

R. W. SETONWATSON.

AYTON HOUSE ABERNETHY,
Decemberl, 1910.



LANDMARKS IN HUNGARIAN PARLIAMENTARY
HISTORY

896-906. Conquest of Hungary by the Magyars un@ar p § d .
1000. Coronation of St. Stephen as firgnl§ of Hungary.
1102. Union of the Crowns of Hungary and Croatia.
1222. The Golden Buli the MagneaChartaof Hungarian liberties.
1301. Extinction of the Native Magyar dynasty.
1437. Union of "the three Nations in Transylvania (Magyart
Saxons, Szekels).
1526. Battle ofMo h § €snquest of Central Hungary by the Turks.
15401690. Transylvania under native Magyarinces.
1686. Recovery oBudafrom the Turks.
1687. Parliament abolishes Elective Kingship, recognizes hereditary
succession of the House of Habsburg, and revokes A 3 of
Golden Bull  (which legalized rebellion against a King who
infringed the Charter).
1718. Final Expulsion of the Turks.
1723. Pragmatic Sanction.
1741. Parliament proclaims exemption of nobles from taxation
1767. otlLand Ehaitey of Maria Theresa.
1781. Edict of Tolerance.
17851790. Joseph Il suspends Hungarian Constitution and medern
izes the administration.
17901. Restoration of Constitution by Leopold Il (esp. Law X).
1830. Magya language made obligatory for all holders of public
office.
1835-6. Magyar language introduced into Hungarian Courts.
1840. Magyar language becomes the official language of the Gevern
ment.
1844. Magyar language becomes the exclusive languadeadia
ment.
1847(Novemberl0).
(December). Emancipation of Serfs passed by Hungarian
Parliament.
1848. (March3). Kossuth's Great Speech on the Address.
(March  23). First responsible Hungarian Ministry, under Count
Lous Batthyg8ny ( BassBth,h @rey8ik,, E calsov © s
members).
The March Laws (Annual Parliaments, Union of Transylvania
with  Hungary, Abolition of feudal dues, Press Law, Taxa
tion of all citizens, Electoral Reform, National Guard,
Religious Toleration).



X

1848 (July)-1849 (August). The Hungarian Revolution. Racial War
of Serbs, Croats, Slovaks, Saxons and Roumanians against
Magyars.
(DecembeR). Accession of Francis Joseph.
1849 (April 14). Kossuth declares Independence of Hungary, at Diet
of Debreczen.
(August13). Capitulation of Hungarian revolutionary army
under G° r gae Vi | § dSappression of Hungarian
Liberties.
18491859. Absolutism. The Bach Regime.
18601866. Era of Constitutional Experiments.
1861. Hungarian Parliament ag allowed to meet, but dissolved
owing to its constitutional claims.
1861-1866. Magyar Abstention from the central Parliament in Vienna.
FrancisD e §the,true champion of Hungarian liberties.
1866. AustroPrussian War.
(July19). Conference oD ek8with Francis Joseph.
(Novemberl9). Opening of Hungarian Parliament.
1867. TheAusgleich(or Compromise) between Austria and Hungary
(Law  XII'  of Hungarian Parliament Law No. 146, Decem
ber 21, 1867, of  Austrian Reichsrath). Transylvania  {in
ally reunited to Hungary.
(February 11). Count Julius Andr 8§ sppointed as fujst Pre
mier of the new parliamentary regime.
(JuneB). Coronation of Francis Joseph as King of Hungary.
1868. Ausgleichbetween Hungary and Croatia. (Law XXX of
Hungarian  Parliament Law I of Croatian Diet). Law
guaranteeing  the Equal Rights of  the Nationalities (Law
XLIV).
1869. Elections result in gain gf0seats by the Opposition.
1871. becdmegAusirsiungarian Foreign Minister.  Count
Lonyay, Premier.
1871. Reform of Judicial system.
1872. New elections (December).S z | $remier.
1874 (March). Bi tPremigr. New Electoral Law (Law XXXIII).
1875. Formation of the Liberal Party, by fusion of tbes &Phrty
and the Left Centr€10and70 members outfo413).
18751890. Koloman Tisza irPower.
1876(Januan®8). Death of Franci® e § k .
1878. Elections. Liberals retain majority @7 over an Opposition
of 151.
1879. Magyarization of Primary Education (Law XVIII).
1883. Magyarization ofState secondary schools (Law XXX).
1883. Temporary Suspension of Croatian Constitution.
18831903. CountkhuenH ® d e r Bag af @rpatia.
1885. Reform of House of Magnates.
1886. Mandates made quinquennial. Partial revision of County
Government.
1839. Deficit at last disappears from Hungarian Finance. New Law
of National Defence.
1890. Resignation of Tisza. Coul8 z a p $remier, with same
Cabinet.
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1892. Elections. (November) Dr. Alex. Wekerle, Premier.

1894 (March20). Deah of Louis Kossuth at Turin.

18945. The " Church Laws' (Civil Marriage, State Registration,
etc.).

1894. Dissolution of Roumanian National Party, by Ministerial Order.

1895 (Januaryy Baron Desiderius Binffy, Premier.

1896. Millenary. The notoriouB § n éldctjons.

1898. Law for Magyarization of place names. Agrarian unrest
Repressive legislation.

1899 (February). Koloman Sz ®| Hremier. Watchword of “Law,
Right and Justice.” Corrupt Electoral Practices Act (Law
XV)".

1901. Elections (Liberals hol@77seats).

1903  (June). Count KhuenH®d e r v ®remier. Driven  from
office by obstruction and theS z a pL8ngyel bribery
scandals.

1903 (November). Count Stephdisza,Premier.

1904. Obstruction in Hungarian Parliament.

(November 18, December 13). Tisza's attempt to introduce
the Closure leads to scandalous scenes, in which the -Oppo
sition  wrecks  the House. Formation of the  Coalition
(Party of Independence under Francis Kossuth and Count
Albert Apponyi Constitutional Party  nder Count AR
d r § Pepple's Party under Coufithy).

1905 (January). Defeat of Coufitszaat elections, and resignation.

(Junel8). BaronG®z a F eRre®ierv §r1 vy,
(July27). Mr. JosephKr i s tMinistéryf,the Interior,

launches th idea of Universal Suffrage.

(Octoberl6). TheF e j ® Cabi®et npappointed, with Uni

versal Suffrage as foremost point in its programme.

1905 (December1906 (April). The socalled "National Resist
ance"; most counties withhold taxes and recruits.

1906. (April 9). Formation of the Coalition Cabinet, under Dr.

Wekerle, on the basis of a sectgtact" with the Crown.

1907. The Coalition ratifies the new Commercialisgleich with

Austria.

1908 (Novemberll). CountAn d r Bus HsyElectoral Reform

Bill before Parliament. Dissensions in the Coalition re

garding the Bank question.

1909 (May). First and (Nov.) final resignation of the Wekerle

Cabinet. Breakip of the Coalition. Party of Independence

splits up intarival Kossuth and Justh groups.

(December). Dr. LadislasL u k § fals to form a Cabinet.
1910 (January). Count CharléghuenH ® d e r Prémiey,, with
out a party in the House. Revival of the old Liberal

Party, under the name of "Party of iafl Work."
(March) Premier assaulted on the floor of the House.
(Junel). General elections.
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CHAPTER |

Electoral Corruption and Electoral Reform*

VER since universal suffrage became an accomplished

fact in Austria, the real centre of interest in the Dual

Monarchy, has been transferred to Hungary, where the ques
tion was originally raised in the autumtdi ©905. The political
situation of Hungary under the Coalition Government (April,
1906717 December,1909) was without any parallel in Europe.
The Liberal Party, which had governed Hungary since the
Compromise 0f1867, had restored constitutional governmént
and indeed for twenty years of that period, without any
serious oppositioi disappeared suddenly from the scene as
the result of a single election (Januat@05), its leader, Count
StephenTisza, and all his ablest lieutenants withdrawing into
private life and leaving their opponents in undisputed pesses
sion of the political arena. The Party of Independence, after
upholding during forty years' wanderings in the wilderness
the extreme Radical principles of Louis Kossuth, at length
attained to, powe only to be captured in its turn by reactionary
influences. As a result, Hungary was governed for over three
years by an Extreme Left which was at once uRomservative,
ultra-Protectionist, and ultr&€hauvinist i an overwhelming
majority which would tolerate no conflicting opinions, and
which was not ashamed to thin the scanty ranks of its -oppo
nents by suspension of immunity and even by more violent
methods. Meanwhile its ranks were swelled by a long array
of time-servers and renegades from the defuLiberal Party
and the once Radical party of Kossuth suffered a seachange
such as would have rendered it scarcely recognizable by its
founder. At their accession to power the Coalition leaders

! The greater part of this chapter appeared as ChapteroX my
book Racial Problems in Hungarybut extensive additions and altera
tions have been made for the present volume.
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laid repeatedstress upon the transitionalnature of their
Government, and announced as their main task the passage
of a thorogh measure of electoral reform. Despite their- pro
fessed zeal for the cause of reform, the Government made no
attempt to lay a Franchise Bill before Parliament, on the
ground that it must be preceded by prolonged study in the
Ministry of the Interior and meanwhile law after law of the
most reactionary kind was passed by an approving House.
The reception accorded tdr . M e¢he drflyiSpcialist deputy

in the House, when in Octobet907, he interpellated on the
subject of electoral reform, showed thrend of feeling in the
House. Amid loud and hostile cries on all sides, only a single
member of the entire Coalition voted for the urgency of Mr.
Me z © fmotibns  The Coalition Cabinet remained in office
for two and a half years, without even givimgy indication

as to the lines on which this reform, admittedly the chief item
in their programme, was to proceed. When at last Count
An dr 8is Blgvember,1908, laid before Parliament a reac
tionary project of plural and public voting, and when even
this was treated as too radical by a considerable section of
the House, it became apparent to every one that the-Coali
tion was not seriously disposed to fulfil its solemnly pledged
word?  No attempt was made to secure the passage of the
Bill through Paliament and the international crisis evoked
by the annexation of Bosnia supplied the Hungarian Gevern
ment with an opportunity for shelving the question of reform.
By the spring of 1909 the Coalition Cabinet had sunk into
the last stages of paralysiapnd only survived into the summer
and autumn owing to the monarch's difficulty in finding states
men to replace it.

The new Premier, CounkKhuenH ® d e r wr§ hiy appoint

* e.g. Count Albert Apponyi on Septem!&rl906atJ 8§ szber ®ny.

! The most ntorious of these were the Agricultural Labourers
Act (xlv., 1907)of Mr. Da r § theyHEducation Acts of Count Apponyi
(xxvi and xxvii, 1907), and the Railway Act of Mr. Kossuth (Law
xlix, 1907), whose clear violation of thélungareCroatian Ausgleich
drove the Croats to parliamentary obstruction, and thus led to the
suspension of the Croatian constitution by the Hungarian Cabinet
and its "exponent" Baron PaRhuch.

* Owing to the indiscretions of MIG®z a P ¢hk enfant itey
rible of the Coalition Caimet (whom gross scandals drove from office
in February, 1907), the famous" Pact" concluded between Crown
and Coalition on the latter's acceptance of office, became public pro
perty, and no one who has read it will deny the assertion of the text.
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mert, enjoyed the reputation of sharing on the matter of the
franchise the liberal views of the Sovereign and the Heir
Apparent and at least two members of his Cabinet are
genuine supporters of Universal Suffrage, even though
two others are as openly opposeéd its introduction. But
the appointment of Mr.Jeszenszkyto the post of under
secretary in the Ministry of the Interior, and his long and
elaborate preparations for influencing the result of the-elec
tions, were a sinister omen for the new era of glmdinment
and purity. As election day drew near, the Premier became
more and more guarded in his utterances on electoral reform,
and on May 14, while definitely expressing the conviction
that plural voting was' a falsification of the franchise," he
depreated the secret ballot, and discussed in vague but
emphatic phrases the necessity for limiting the franchise in
such a manner as would secure the Magyar character of the
country.

The result of the elections was an overwhelming victory
for the Party of Natnal Work, as CountKhuenH®d er v 8r vy
had christened the resuscitated Liberal Party. It is with
the inner causes of this victory that | propose to deal in the
present volume. For the moment | would merely point out
that the new Government is as irrevocabliedged to the
introduction of Universal Suffrage as its predecessor in office,
and that it is likely to show very much the same haste to solve
the problem as did the Coalitibn

Count An dr 8wws ot guilty of exaggeration, when, in
introducing his Bill, e declared that the whole future of
Hungary depends upon the manner in which the problem is
solved and this will be even more apparent to the reader
when he realizes the untenable situation which has arisen
in consequence of the decay of the electoral padiamentary
system in Hungary.

The present electoral law of Hungary, when it was passed
in 1874, compared not unfavourably with that of many other
countries, especially Austria, where the complicated curial
system prevailed. But since that date it haserb outdis-
tanced by all its neighbours, and isday probably the most
illiberal franchise in Europe.

The qualifications for the vote are so elaborate and so in
volved that theofficiai organ of the Government once described
the Hungarian franchise a% the confusion of Babel." They
are based upon property, taxation, profession or official position,
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and ancestral privileges and care has been taken to exclude
not merely servants in the widest sense of that word, but also
all apprenticed workmen na agricultural labourers( A 10)
Hence the proletariat is entirely unrepresented in the-Hun
garian Parliament, and even the skilled artisan is a negligible
quantity in politics less than6 per cent, of the working classes,
and only 13 per cent, of the mall trading class, possess the
franchise. No fewer tharb9 per cent, of the electors are
owners of over8 acres of land. Indeed onlg per cent, of

the entire population enjoys the franchise, and as a result,
a number of constituencies have become littletter than
rotten boroughs. At present there aPe constituencies with
less than200 voters, 9 with less than500, 49 (or 11 per
cent.) with less tharl,00Q while 280 more contain less than

® See Law XXXIIl (1874). Property qualification (a) In free tawns,
owners of houses which contain three dwellings paying house tax,
and owners of land paying taxes on a direct income 3af crowns
(A 3a) b) country districts, owners of" a quarter urbarial
session " or its equivalent. This nominally corresponds tdbouat
14 acres, but as a result of the elaborate provisionsAof 4t ,varies
greatly in the different counties(c) Owners of houses whose house
tax was imposed on a basis 8f0 crowns of clear incomg 2A6a). (d)

In Transylvania, house owners who pay gmbutax on a direct income
of 168 crowns, 159 crowns 60 heller and 145 crowns 60 h. respect
ively, according to the class under which they are scheduled for pur
poses of taxatiof A a).

Taxation qualificationi  (a) Merchants, manufacturers or town arti

sans, paying taxes on income of at le@d0 crowns ( A c¢6d). (b)
In boroughs, those who pay taxes for at least one appreftiéée).
(c) Those paying State taxes on a direct income of at [288tcrowns
( ABb 6b). (d) Those paying income tax o210 crowns' income in
Class I, on1,400 crowns in Class Il, or in the case of officials G000

crownsinClassI{f A 7) .

Professional and official qualificationAll members of the Hungarian
Academy, academy artists, professors, doctors, veterinary surgeons
engineers, chemists, foresterpublic and communal notaries, a€vo
cates, clergy, schoolmastgrsA 9 ) .

Ancestral qualification All those possessing the franchise previous
to 1848 (IR 1905) 32,712persons still voted by right of ancient
privileges (fing. Stat. Jahrb. XIlI, p. 431). In 1872 Transylvania had
73 deputies and121,415 electors, of whom80,896 (or 666 per cent.)
were noble. If the ancestral qualification had been abolished, the
number of electors at that date would have sunk in the coufity
Cs 2filom 15,000 to 1,729, in H8 r o mdram®Xk1,418 to 4,950, in the
towns of Ol § h faral IElizabethstadtfrom 623 and 275 to 17 and 130.
Among these" noble " voters the percentage of illiterates was very
hightl
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3,000 voters® As the proportion of voters who actually
come to the polls is not high in Hungdrihe elections of 1901
presented the following startling result. Almost hid

of the deputies(125) were elected by less thahOO votes

close upon twahirds (254) received less tharl,000 votes;

377, or over 91 per cent., received less thah500 votes?

and only11 candidates received more th2©00votes?

At the general elections df9051 despite the gravity of the
issue upon which CounTisza appealed to the country and
the prospect ol dangerous constitutional crisis in the event of
his defeati there was no contest t08 seats, or 26 percent,
of all the seat&’ while in twentytwo others the rival candidate
either withdrew in the middle of the poll or received less than
ten voes. At the election 01906, when the Liberal Party with
drew from the political arena, no fewer tha89 (or457 per cent.)
seats were left uncontested, the party of Independence reaping
136 of these spoils of war. In other words, the government
of the da virtually holds in its gift 80 to 100 seats, which
may be bestowed on needy or ambitious carpetbaggers, and
which form the nucleus of a Mameluke party. The great bulk
of these "pocket boroughst  for mutatis mutandisthey
fully deserve the namé& lay in the periphery of Hungary;
and therefore, as will be shown later, their safety depended
upon " voting" the NonMagyar races, a practice which had
been rendered feasible by local administrative corruption and
by the mistalerr policy of abstention adoptedybthe Rou
manian and Slovak leaders of those days. The abandonment
of this passivity in1905 and 1906 threatened the Government
with the eventual loss of what it had so long regarded as its
own preserve, and thus was the prime cause of the repressive

5 Gr - f Kreith B®I a, T®r k ®p az- 1906 C
|l aszt 8sok er e dUny® 8 ya® KJdRib.,xi v.1 Bhe Gine " rot
tenest " are as follows’ Bereczk, 142 votejsSz ®k ,; EL 882 ®b

etvs8ros,Abr2lbdBb 8ny a0l § Rf5a4l;u,V2 z2a&2 a;, 330
Szamosuj v 8Trd,j e g8y6h68 zT,0 r 04c3z7k - ,These5 @r@ . all
either Magyar or Saxon. Seven constituenciésKkar §nsebes, Gede

Homonna and four districts of Budapest) have G400 voters.

7 In 1896, 73*5 per cent, of the voters came to the poils 1901,673
percentinl 9 0 5 , per@eht- iB8 1906,only 61*9 per cent.

8 Bunzel, Studien zur Sozial und Wirtschaftspolitk Ungarrs, 109
note.

° See AppendiXXVI.

19 Even at the exciting B § n fefegtions in 1896, 132 seats (or318
percent.)wereuncontested at those of 1901116 (28per cent.).
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measures employed by the Coalition against the nationalities.
The KhuenH ®d e r Ga&vernyment preferred more Machia
vellian tactics after quashing the worst of the political
trials institted by its predecessor against Ndagyars for
press offences, and so lulling the nationalities in a false security,
it suddenly resorted to wholesale violence and corruption at
the elections of 1910, and virtually disenfranchised its -Non
Magyar opponentat the point of the bayonet.

Though the Magyars are never tired of emphasizing the
need for uniformity in the lands of St. Stephen, they did not
scruple to introduce a special franchise for Transylvania, which
is skilfully devised in such a way as to sexuhe Magyar
"hegemony." While in Hungary, as a whole, the franchise
is possessed bg 4per cent, of the population, in the central
districts by from6-5 to 7-5 per cent., in Transylvania, on the
other hand, only3-2 per cent, are enfranchised. Indeed
the more Roumanian a county is, the fewer voters does it
posses$’ Thus out of the74 deputies whom Transylvania
sends to Budapest35 represent the4 Magyar counties and
the 15 chief towns'” which together form only28 per cent,
of the population while only 30 represent the remaining2
per cent, of the population, which is of course overwhelmingly
Roumanian. In other words, among the Roumanians there
is an average ofl deputy to every50-60,000 inhabitants,
among the Szekels of East Transylvariato ewery 4-5,000
Moreover, in Transylvania the qualification is from three to

In Kol oz s peg cent,8are votersin Debreczen,7.1; in Szeged
69; in Nagyv§8rbadn, H-@ mez.9 ,in Mar osv8%6®rhely
in the counties of Somogy, 73; Hajdu, 6.8; Bereg, 7.1 But in
the Roumanian counties of Kolozsl.7; Ki s KI¢ k¢ Bl s- feh®r
and TordaAranyos, 22, B. Nas z - d;, Fogd&a3, 28 Hunyad,
3.2. See Ung. Stat. Jahrb. xiv, p. 424. The anomalies of distri
bution may be seen from the following instances. Amatg towns,
Mar os v 8§ svhr h,@V wyoters sends two membersversecz with
2,486 only one Kol oz sith§4,658 voters sends two Te mes v §r
with 4,354 only one. H- d mewitR 5,153 voters sends one member,
while Debreczen with 6,485 sends three.Sel meyaz with n 956
voters has the same representation as two divisions of Budapest with
over 7,000 voters each. Among the Magyar -countigdeves with
15303 voters elects as many membgid as J §-b.3. with 24,079.
Among the Slovak countiesCr vwith 11,114 voters elects two mem
bers, while Tr e n cwitl® 40,642 elects eight. Among the Roumanian
counties, Al 4 e h @&ith 5,159 voters elects as many membe(3)
as Kr a§g ° r with £7,342and SzolnokDoboka with 11,767.

These are, of cose, either Magyar or Saxon.
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six times lower in the towns than in the rural districts, for
the excellent reason that the Roumanians are in a hopeless
minority in most of the urban communes. Nor is this all.
In the rural districts of Transylvania the djtieation is in-
finitely higher than in other parts of Hungary. In the latter
the vote falls to all owners of & quarter urbarial session"
( r ou g h&cnes), indthe former it is limited to taxpayers
who can show a net income d59 crowns. Owing to the
greater poverty of the soil and the primitive conditions which
still prevail in Transylvania, the practical result of this is
that a Roumanian peasant must own at least six times as much
land as his Magyar equal, before he can obtain a vote. This
helps toexplain why in the25 more or less Magyar counties
of Hungary the proportion of voters to the entire population
is nearly twice as large as in the Roumanian counties.

Owing to the scandalous inequality in taxable values, which
vary from parish to parisht is possible for a single commune
of 6,000 inhabitants to possess more electors than a whole
constituency of 100,000. These inequalities weigh with
peculiar heaviness upon the Roumanians in Transylvania
but speaking generally, they must be describedaasocial
rather than a racial injustice, which favours the great -land
owner at the expense of the peasant, for incredible as it may
seem, the larger the holding of land, the lower the rating tends
to be.

The statistics which | have inflicted upon the readell
an eloquent tale, and he will no longer be surprised or ineredu
lous when he reads that the Hungarian franchise is not exactly
monopolized, but effectually controlled by two clasges the
Gentry and the Jews. No one who has any knowledge of
Hungay can venture to deny this assertion, for the Magyar
" intelligents " and the enfranchised portion of theetite
bourgeoisie are mainly recruited from these two clasSes.
The proletariat has no share in political life, and if it has not
been found possie to exclude the NoMagyar races entirely
from the franchise, numerous devices, of which we shall have
to speak shortly, have been successfully employed for the past

¥ 50 far from blaming the Jews for the dominant position which
they have secured in Hhgary, | can only admire the enterprise and
industry to which they owe their success. | merely wish to draw
attention to the very large grain of truth which underlies the odious
nicknames, " JudaeeMagyar," and" Judapest," invented by Dr. Lueger,
the lateMayor of Vienna.
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forty years to keep them from the polls or to prevent them from
electing men of their own nationality. In short, under the
present franchise the NdWagyars and the working classes
are little better than political helots. There is nretpnce of
democratic representatioror rather there is a great deal of
pretence, but absolutely no reality.

If the distribution of seats is unequal, gerrymandering, or
electoral geometry as the Germans aptly call it, has reached
its acme of perfection infHungary. The constituencies have
been cut up in the most arbitrary fashion, in defiance of
geography, population and nationality, but with the one great
object of favouring the Magyar element. There is only one
polling booth in each constituency, and d® tNornMagyar
constituencies are apt to be larger than the Magyar, it will
not surprise the reader to learn that the larger the constituency,
the farther from its centre is placed the polling booth. It is
only necessary to glance at an electoral map ofgdnto see
the truth of this assertipnindeed a score of instances could
be cited where the polling place is in the extreme cdther.

Strangely enough, this is most noticeable in the mountain
districts, where difficulties of communication would seem to
call for some other arrangement, and the fact that the Magyar
strength lies in the towns serves to emphasize the handicap
thus laid upon those coming from a distance, who are in the
main NonMagyars. Indeed, in polyglot districts, it will be
found that thepolling station has so far as possible been fixed
in a Magyar town, where the Ndviagyar electors are exposed
to various influences to be described later on. The consti
tuencies on the frontier are often carved into long and narrow
strips, which seem to ock at the convenience of the inhabi
tants’® in many others the boundary follows so tortuous and
serpentine a route that the general effect reminds us of the
most difficult Chinese puzzles of our childho6dOne con
stituency " is divided into two poibns, the larger of which
is separated by another large constituency from the smaller
portion which contains the polling booth in another ® a

YE.g., Kar §nsebes, Weisskirchen, Mg
M&r am@8zioget , Tecs®°, §SBealo®@ryylersbEs, keS8 p ®,
V §-tJava, etc.

BE. g., Tecs?©, Huszt, Bet hl en, Sz8§s
Sz8szv8ros, Sz8szsebes, Kar8nsebes, D
*E.g., F¢lop Szg81 1 8s, Orosh8za, Szo

AranyMar - t.h, et c
Y"Toroczk- - ®Kar §nsebes.
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distance of sixty miles separates the polling place from the
southern boundaries of the constituency. Under such cir
cumstances it is often necessary for voters to leave home on
the morning before the election, caroccasionally even earlier,

in order to arrive in time to record their votes. How insuper
able the difficulties must have been twenty or thirty years ago
when the railway system was less developed, can easily be
imagined. Even tday there are mangonstituencies where
the railway is of little or no assistance to the voters. For
instance, a straight line drawn from the polling station of
H8 t stp ¢hg southern extremity of the constituency, repre
sents 65 kilometers of mountainous country withio railway.
From S z § s z thee tliseasce is only aboutO kilometers less.
The polling station ofN a s z itself, 20 kilometers from the
nearest railway, is80 kilometers from the extreme eastern
point of the constituency. Electors from many villagesr nea
Baja haverte go 40 kilometers north to Dunakeczel to vote,
instead of voting in the neighbouring town while others
lying to the east of Dunakeczel have to pass it on their left
and go many miles on to Dunapataj, where there is no railway
at all. These are merely few isolated examples to show that
despite the steady spread of railways in the tigyen years
since the last electoral distribution in Hungary, the climate
and the weather continue evenday to play a very important
part in elections, owing, tdhé great distances which many voters
have to covef?

On the other hand, every obstacle is thrown in the way of
the Opposition voters, especially in the case of a-Magyar
candidate. Bridges have sometimes been broken down or
declared unsafe for vehicles the day of the election, in order
to force Opposition voters to walk impossible distances or lose
their votes. With the same object, all the horses in the out
lying villages of a constituency have been placed under veterin
ary supervision, which is focourse withdrawn on the day
following the election. The direct routes are often reserved
for the supporters of the official candidate, the Opposition
voters being obliged to make long detours on bad sideroads.
And even when the outlying voters have reaththeir des
tination, their troubles are not ended. It is quite a common
trick to keep a body of peasant voters waiting all day outside

¥ An electoral map which also marked the geographical features
and the railway system of the country, would form asimealuable
commentary on these difficulties of communication.
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the village in rainy or frosty weather, in the hope that this
treatment may thin their ranks or induce them to transfer
their allegiance. At Pancsova, 875, the NonrMagyar voters
were mae to wait two days in the open in ice and snow, before
they were admitted to the pdfl. At K° r © s bi§ 1903, ,
the Roumanian electors had to wait outside the town for two
days before they were allowed to vote. Meanwhile, in full
view, the rival voters r@ probably being ostentatiously feasted
or plied with drink and money. If the Opposition voters
remain firm, they may perhaps at length be admitted to the
poll, only to be subjected to still greater indignities. But
sometimes a cordon of troops or gendesniblocks all entrance

to the town, until the recording officer has clftged the poll.
Then, if the frantic peasants, who have comé pute s/ote,

are rash enough to resist, ball cartridge is freely used, and
dreadful scenes of bloodshed ensue. At the ielectof 1896,
thirty-two persons were killed and oyer seventy wounded
and though the death roll on this occasion was unusually high,
military intervention always claims its victifis.(See Appen

dix XXXIII.) The elections of 1910 claimed a dozen victims,
including five Roumanian peasants killed by gendarmes at the
village of Marginen, on the frontier of Transylvania (see/%).

At every general election the troops of the Joint Army are
requisitioned by the Magyar authorities to preserve order"

at the plls; the regiments quartered in Hungary itself are
regarded as insufficient, and fresh battalions are poured into

2 |n case the reader should be tempted to reject this as incredible,
it should be mentioned that in Hungary there is no fixed hour by which
the poll must be closed. This is left to the discretion of the returning
officer, and if his friends are delayed, the election may be prolonged
into the night or the following day, or when once his friends have
voted, the poll may be prematurely brought @an end. AtSzi | §gy
Cseh in 1884, over 600 Roumanian voters were prevented by the troops
from entering the town, and the returning officer meanwhile declared
the election at an end140 Magyar electors thus secured the return
of their candidates in theegth of a large Roumanian majority.

! Even the scanty records of Hungarian elections which appear in
the Viennese press are highly suggestive. For instance18®6, ac
cording to the Neue Freie Pressefroops had to intervene actively at
Vagujhely, Tyrna, lllava, | gl - , L R ¢ sKs;Thalid, uSrdbad,
barand. At Tyrnau the hussars were stoned by the mob and attacked
them with drawn swords. At three villages nedru b Ithere was
bloodshed between Liberals and Clericals. At Dunapataj blood was
shed " owing to a trifing incident, after which the hussars rode into
the Opposition voters." ADi - stleedgendarmes gave a salvo and
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the country from Galicia and Styrfa.At an election in a
Slovak or Roumanian district, it is by no means unusual for
the authoritiesto send 1,500 troops and 100 gendarmes to

" preserve ordet in a single constituency”® and the Magyar
Press is full of tales of thé terrorism" exercised by the Nen
Magyar agitators in such favourable circumstahcedf
course, in reality, so far fro being able to terrorize, they are
scarcely free to turn round without the permission of the
authorities, who shamelessly set the law at open defiance.
At the elections of 1910 all previous records were eclipsed in
this respect. Troops were employed 380 out of the 413
constituencies of Hungaryand in answer to criticisms of its
procedure, the Hungarian Government published on Je
an official statement declaring the press estimates of the troops
employed to have been greatly exaggerated, and stétsiy

" only" 194 battalions of infantry andl114 squadrons of
cavalry had been employed. In other words, the Government
admitted what virtually amounts to a partial mobilization of
the Joint Army. When ovetl73,000 troop$? are required to
maintain orderon election day, it is safe to assume that some
thing unusual is taking place, and that all is not well in the
best of all possible worlds. Hitherto the Hungarian Govern
ment has been fre¢o employ the military for purposes of
electoral corruption but the Austrian Reichsrath has shown
that it is not likely to submit indefinitely to this misuse of the
splendid institution of the Joint Army. The news that Count
KhuenH ® d e r a8 rused Austrian regiments to hold back
Slovak electors from the polls arousepteat indignation in
parliamentary circles in Vienna, and formed the subject of a

kiled a Liberal voter. At Tura, the gendarmes, in trying to separate
Liberal and Opposition voters, used their weapons, and killed one and
severely wounded two others. Manof the most scandalous incidents,
especially those in Roumanian districts, are not reported at all, the
Neue Freie Pressemerely giving prominence to cases where the People's
Party (rabidly antSemitic) was concerned.

2 It is interesting to follow themovements of the troops on the
eve of a general election, as recorded in the Press. See Austrian
and Hungarian Press (O26-26, 1896 and May 29Junel, 1910).

22 | am reckoning a battalion a600 men (116,400) and a squadron
at500men(57,000),allowing for absences, etc., in time of peace.

=B At a byeelection in Szentesin January, 1900, two battalions of
infantry, 50 gendarmes and many police were sent"tgreserve order."
The streets were patrolled as if under martial ;law cordon was drawn,
and only voters were let in. Cases could be cited wharefewer than
800gendarmes were presentaneconstituency, at a second ballot.
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lively if belated day's debate (Jurf® 1910), in which all
parties and races united in their condemnation of Hungaria
methods as unworthy of a country which claims to be in
Europe. There is, then, some room for hope that on future
occasions Austrian public opinion will assert itself in time, and
will insist that the Hungarian Government, even if it be un
able to conducan election on Western principles, shall at any
rate be left to depend solely on its own resources for bolstering
up a corrupt and effete system.

In this connexion it is necessary to add that to prohibit the
use of the Joint Army at Hungarian electiongpuld not be
under existing circumstancem unmixed blessing for the Non
Magyar population, since it would leave them to the tender
mercies of theH o n vad® dhilitia, among whose officers Chau
vinism is rampant, and of the gendarmerie, compared with
whom the Ho n v i®da veritable suckingove. The gen
darmes, as instruments of the administrative officials, act for
weeks before an election as electoral agents for the government
candidate, and terrorize the peasantry if they dare to take sides.
The fear ad hatred with which they are regarded Bythe
common people throughout Hungary, but especially by the
Non-Magyars, is one of the most notorious facts in Hungarian
country life and indeed it is not necessary to travel long in
Hungary without obtaining soen practical illustration of their
brutality. They are at all times oveeady with sabre and
bayonet, and many think nothing of bestowing a kick or a
box on the ears or of using the butts of their rifles against the
ribs or back of a refractory peasamnd as at election time
feeling naturally runs high, their acts of violence not mnfre
guently lead to bloodshed. Indeed, officers of the Joint Army
are sometimes obliged to intervene and protect the peasantry
from ill treatment. In short, the gendarmerie ame of the
most valuable assets of every government in its political- cam
paigns. Doubtful constituencies are overrun by them, free
intercourse between Opposition leaders and their adherents is
rendered impossible, refractory persons or strangers are sum
marily arrested, and if necessary, the voters are kept back
forcibly from the poll.

It must not, of course, be supposed that such practices are
universal in Hungary. All depends on the locality and the
administrative officials. While, for instance, in theounty
of Nyitra, the corruption and tyranny of the authorities baffles
description; in the adjoining'county dPressburg anentirely
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different system prevails, and the elections are conducted in
an orderly and impartial manner. At the same timejsitno
exaggeration to say that for the past forty years an honestly
conducted election in a NdwWagyar constituency has been a
very rare occurrence’ and the Roumanian petition df892
to His Majesty was only stating the brutal truth when it as
serted hat a NoAMagyar citizen" can only take part in the
electoral campaign if he disregards his life and personal safety,"
and that Hungarian elections have well nigh assumed the
character of a civil war."® What better example can be
given of this than th fact that NorMagyar peasants some
times come to a lawyer and ask how they can get rid of their
vote, and with it of the chicaneries and intimidation to which
its possession exposes tiem

The way in which electoral rolls are prepared in Hungary
throws alurid light upon local administrative methods. Every
thing depends upon the personal character of the local notaries,
s z - | g*nobniillage mayor, of whom the former are notorious
for their arrogance and Chauvinism, and the latter for his
helpless sukervience. Applications by Opposition electors,
above all applications by Newvagyars, are often simply
ignored. Names are arbitrarily omitted or intentionally -mis
spelt, or entered with wrong age, profession or address, and
thus disqualified at the pg¢lland the fact that the lists are
drawn up solely in the Magyar language, even in parishes where
those speaking Magyar may be counted on the fingers of one
hand, makes these manipulations a safe and easy task. Per
sons accused or suspected"oPanSlav " tendencies are thus
apt to find their names passed over in the electoral rolls. Their
verbal complaints will be met with insolent or stolid neglect,
and their formal written appeals are in danger of finding their
way into the waste paper basket. Needlasssdy, the higher
the qualification and the intelligence of the persons concerned,
the more likely is this abuse to occur, and | myself know the
manager of a large bank and a prominent Slovak advocate who
were in this way deprived of their votes at a formlection®’

2 With the exception of thel2 Saxon constituencies in Transylvania,
which invariably support the government of the day.

ZBrot e, Appendi x x1i. Denkscherift
K°ni 832. p.
2 stuhlrichter,or local executive officil.

% Most of the secalled ParSlavs in the County off u r - hane,been

der

treated in this way. According to the author Bfe Unt er dr ¢ckung



14

As an instanceof what is possible among the officials who
direct the elections in Hungary, | cannot do éetthan quote
an incident which occurred in Jun&907, at Gernyeszeg, a
purely Magyar constituency in Eastern Transylvania. Here,
at a byeelection between two rival candidates of the Indepen
dent Party, the opening of the poll had to be delayed foraeve
hours, because the voting roll had mysteriously disappeared

Needless to say, the officials take an active part in politics,
especially during electionsand nowhere is their zeal so mani
fest as in the NoMagyar districts. The regulations which
enjan their political neutrality are openly flouted, and the local
officials are frequently the most prominent, not merely in-can
vassing, but in intimidating and bribing the peasant electors.
In most Roumanian constituencies the ctief o | §®anbkesr -

a tour through his district during the electoral campaign, with
the object of giving strict marching orders to the village notaries,
threatening the village mayors, and canvassing among the
more prominent peasant voters. The village notary especially
keeps aclose eye upon the voters of his district, and his intimate
knowledge of their private means and taxable capacity, backed
often enough by his alliance with the -pbwerful Jewish
publican and usurer, enables him to exercise very considerable
pressure whernthe day of the election comes round. If the
fight is closely contested, unwilling or wavering voters are
often dragged from their houses, and browbeaten into voting
for the " desirable” candidate. The Magyar officials know
very well that these illegal#gs, so far from exposing them to
reprimands or punishments, are the surest path to promotion
and the favour of the authorities. Those who shout loudest
are the greatest patriots, and those who prefer to be patriotic
in their mother tongue are traitors amagitators, and as such
must be ruthlessly suppressed.

In each county the High Sheriff, being openly by law the
nominee of the Government, may be expected to hold the vari
ous threads in his hands. Where the \&teeriff and the other
officials who owe thie posts to sexennial election in the county
assemblies, are opponents of the Government, the High Sheriff's

der Slovakenthere were in1895 22,812electors in the county of Nyitra,
but a few years later they had sunk 13,073, and of the 5,739 thus
disqualified, not a single man was a Magyar. The significance of this
begins to emerge when we realize ti¥@& per cent, of the population of
this county is Slovak.

%The chief local administrative official.
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task is rendered difficyltand cases have occed i notably

at the elections of 1910 where the local officials set the High
Sheriff at defiance, and openly agitated in favour of the
Kossuthist candidaté. But such a thing cannot of course
occur in a NorMagyar constituency, since the presentteys

of county government everywhere excludes the nationalities
(except the Saxons) from political influencand where the
Magyar hegemony is endangered by the candidature of a
Slovak or Roumanian, the High Sheriff and the county officials
are united in thir patriotic efforts to defeat the nationalists.
For instance, in1906, when the election of the Slovak candi
date atR - z s a keengegl certain, the High Sheriff afi pt
came over in haste and canvassed from door to door among
the Jewish shopmen, until enajority could be secured for
the Magyar and AntBemite candidate.

The same partiality prevails among the officials who direct
the elections. As | have already indicated, administrative
efficiency varies greatly in the different counties, and one
result of this is, that while in one county corruption and- bri
bery are confined to the agents and canvassers of the candidates,
in another the electoral officials are themselves guilty of the
most outrageous illegalities. In each county the recording
officers ae appointed by the Central Committee of the County
Assembly, which is only too often a mere tool in the hands
of the High Sheriff or of a few powerful local magnates. A great
deal, therefore, depends on the personal character of the re
cording officer, br he is charged with all preparations for the
poll and disposes over the gendarmes and troops which may
have been requisitioned to preserve order. With him are
present during the election representatives of each commune
in the constituency (generally themayors) and also repre
sentatives of the rival candidaf®sBut their helplessness be
comes at once apparent whenever the president stoops to
illegalities. Their protests are disregarded, and their -with
drawal only opens the way for even greater abud-or iR
stance, cases could be cited where during the five or ten

290n July2, 1910, in answer to an interpellation of George Szmrec
s § nthd Rremier CounKhuenH ® d e r ma8e tlye following asser
tion: T " | have knowledge of the fact thatetrautonomous elected
(county) officials often exceed their official powers (surely a humiliating
admissioh) and actually take up a hostile attitude even to the eandi
dates of the Party of National Work."

¥ Whatthe Germanscaler t r auensmanner .
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minutes which elapsed between the departure of Wedrauens
mann and the arrival of another, the president arbitrarily- dis
gualified a whole batch of electors and even credited some of
their votes to the other side

There is no secret ballot, and to &dby public declaration
before a mainly Magyar electoral committee requires very
considerable courage on the part of a Slav or Roumanian
peasant voter, who knows only too well the acts of petty
tyranny and injustice by which the local deguds can re
verge themselves for his refusal to support their candidate.
The minutes and the entire proceedings of the election are
conducted in Magyar, and the slightest slip in that language
often serves as an excuse for disqualifying him. Votes are
sometimes annulledcen masseon the wildest pretexts. For
instance, a voter who, from ignorance of the language, failed
to understand a question put to him, or mispronounced the
candidate's name, or put his Christian name before his sur
name (and not vice versa according ttee Magyar custom),
is often ordered to stand aside, and loses his vote. The re
turning officer, if bent on illegality, will decline to accept the
identity of numerous electors, or will get the local notary to
contest their identity and then accept hisravovithout dis
cussion. A standard trick of the officials is to refuse to recog
nize electors with whom they are personally acquainted, and
thus to let them lose their vote for lack of identification.
A still worse tricki and one by no means uncommbonis to
allow unqualified persons to vote in the name of dead electors
whose names have been intentionally left upon the register.
In 1910 two ingenious returning officers in Transylvania hit
upon the idea of setting up at the last moment a bogus-candi
date, bearing the identical name of the Opposition candidate
and before the trick was discovered, a number of Roumanian
votes had been credited to a person who had never existed
(see pp.13337). The list of such sordid electioneering tricks
could be addedo almost indefinitely, but the lengths to which
this swindling is sometimes carried can best be realized from
the following account of the notorious Szenicz ahe r blec
tions in May,1906.

Szenicz is a constituency &,391 electors, situated in the
county of Nyitra on the Moravian frontier. The population
is entirely Slovak, with the exception of a handful of officials
and Jewish tradesmen. On the eve of the general elections
of 1906, Szenicz and the neighbouring villages were filled



17

with gendames and troops and on the pollinglay the
returning officer, Mr. Colomars z a bhes z o | goh Holies),

cut off the Slovak voters by a military cordon from all access
either to the pollingbooth, or to the village inns. Their leaders
were not allowed @ communicate with them, and they were
kept waiting outside Szenicz without food or drink till late
at night, before they were even admitted to record their votes.
As there seemed to be no prospect of the Magyar candidate
being returned,S z a bnd Pfauserthe presidents of the two
committees, then proceeded to annul votes wholesale.- Fifty
seven Slovak electors were disqualified because they either
pronounced the candidate's name wrongly, or credited him
with a wrong Christian name, or omitted, or wereoigmt of it,

or described him as' Frank,” or " Frano " Veselovsky,
instead of" Veselovsky FerencZ (the Magyar form). Others
were rejected because their names or ages were entered in
correctly on the voting roll, even when there could be no
guestion of mistaken identity while certain names were
treated as having been struck' off the roll, because a careless
clerk had written them half through the line instead of above
it. In short, every possible triclor manoeuvre, some just
within the letter of thedw, others far beyond it, was employed
to thin the ranks of the Slovak electdrs with the result that

326 Slovak voters were disqualified and theadyar candi

date was elected'’pby a majority of 141 votes. After the
election, 214 voters" chargeds z a Wwith misuse of his official
position and violationof the law regulating elections. The
inquiry into the case was entrusted to Brz §the®s,z ol gab?2 r -
of the neighbouring district of Szabolcza, who had organized
the electoral campaign in favour of the @owvment candidate.
The plaintiffs counsel was not allowed to attend the inquiry,
and Mr. S z 8did@not even examin& z a lhe accused offi

ciall On the other hand, he succeeded by threats and other
devices in inducingB6 of the petitioners to withdrawrdm the
action. The remainder held firm, but the Fiscal, in rejecting
their appeal, did not scruple to argue tkiagir evidence could

not be considered, because they all belonged to the Slovak’party

%1 See his verdict, translated in AppendB7. This verdict is suffi
ciently characteristic of Dr. Sz §| methmds. But | venture to
think that the document which | have printed in Append?8 i
the verdict of acquittal given in favour of the former Slovak deputy
Dr. Veseovsky, in a case of alleged libblought against him by Dr.
Sz 81 @vill make an even greater impression upon the reader. In some
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The election of Szenicz was wholly eclipsed by that in the
neighbouring Slovak constituency of e r bwhere the total
number of electors only amounted t,522. Baron George
Ru dny 8 nthez kandidate of the Constitutional Party,
was opposed in the interests of the Slovak national party of
Dr. Julius Markovic, a welknown Slovak doctor 'v8 guj hel vy,
who has done more than any other man to improve the con
dition of the Slovak peasantry by the foundation of village
banks and cwoperative societies, and by strenuous opposi
tion to the fearful abuses of usury as practised by the Jewish
tradesmen of Nortlwest Hungary. Out of thel,522 voters,
the Magyars aald not count on more tha#00 to 500, even in
cluding those amenable to bribes, and thus in order to bring
in their candidate, extremely drastic measures were adopted.
Voting, it must be remembered, is by public declaration.
A peasant, then, is asked tame the candidate for whom
he votes. " Gyula Markovics,” he may reply." Gyula?
Gyula? " says the returning officet, there is no candidate
called Gyula. Stand aside.",. Ai i dunlucky? voter, who
ought to have said; Markqvics, Gyula," instead of" Gyula
Markovics," has lost his v.gte. Another may. m*ke the same
mistake with his own name, or may fraignoian.ceof Magyar,
use a wrong number in stating his address. By these and
similar dodges man after man was disdiedj yet at10 p.m.,
after all the Magyar voters had polled, the Slovak candidate
was still leading byl50 votes, and Rudnyansgk cause seemed
desperate. The situation was saved4 by | band of eoughs,
who were allowed to force their way into the llpm-booth,
upset the president's table, and smashed the lamp. In the
darkness the registers were torn up, and thus the election had
to be annulled. The Magyar papers ignoring the fact that
Markovic was known to be leading easily, had the effrontery
to asert that the disturbance was due to his supporters.
Such an accusation merely added insult to injury, for the
Slovak headquarters were outside the village and were sur
rounded by troops and gendarmes, who also guarded the
polling-booth, and who could havstopped such disturbances
in a moment, unless they had been given the hint to hold
aloof®  Most significant of all, no inquiry was ordered, and

other countries such a decision would have been fwialDr. Sz §1 e' s
official career.

%2 At the time of tke elections | was in Budapest, and thewspaper
which | happened to buy next day contained the following report of
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the drunken louts who had caused the mischief were allowed
to go unpunished.

A fortnight later, on May18, a fresh election was held at
Ve r hthe,chiefs z ol g a b 2acting aS zefutnilg officer.
Over 1,200troops andl00 gendarmes had been requisitioned to
preserve order, and on an appeal
of the Interior, instructions had been issued for" apure
election Three Slovak deputies (Jehlicka, Juriga and
Sky?! ade, despite their immunity, forcibly expelled by
the gendarmes. The main body of Slovak electors was as
sembled outside the village, and, despite heavy rain, were
kept waiting till dusk in the openfields, surrounded by a
strong force of troops. They were not allowed their own
" marshals,” but were placed at the mercy of a Magyar can
vasser, who beguiled ovet50 peasants before an entirely
sham electoral committee, where they recorded their votes
without discovering the deception. The Slovak candidate,
hearing of this in time, collected them once more and brought
them to the proper pollingooth, only to find thatSz 81 ®
absolutely refused to admit them. Meanwhile votes were
annulled wholesale on thenost flimsy pretexts. All those
who failed to give the candidate’s name, age and address in
correct Magyar were promptly disqualified, and the Slovak
candidate was robbed of something liK80 votes. Dr. Maf
kovic's representative on the committee wasangfed no
fewer than six times, and for the last two hours no Slovak
representative was present at all, with the result that whole
batches of Markovic's supporters were credited to the rival
candidaté Thus an absolutely safe majority of ove&00
for Markovic was twisted into a minority, anRudny 8 ns z ky
was declared elected b95 votes. Not content with their
victory, the authorities took action against a number of

the incident " At 10 p.m. Julius Markovics (Nationalist) hadl94,
George Ru d ny § n(Goask)y 349 votes. Owing to the unbridled
agitation of the Nationalist party a brawl arose with the second- com
mittee. The petroleum lamp was thrown down on to the voting cards
of the Constitutional party. After the general panic Zocher, the
Returning Offier, quashed the election." (SeMagyar Hrlap, May

4, 1906). This was printed in ordinary type, among a crowd of other
electoral results, as if such an event was of edagy occurrence. In
other countries whole columns would have been filled with semsdtio
details and indignant protests in Hungary it was not even thought
worthy of editorial comment. No more eloquent proof of the prevalent
corruptioncould be found than this unnatural indifference.
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villagers for carrying white banners on the day loé telection

T an ancient custom which denotes that the villagers to which
the banners belong intend to vote solid for one particular
candidate. The Lutheran pastor of Krajne and seven peasants
were sentenced to ten days atsD crowns ( A®s.) each, and

five others to five days and00 crowns each. Such is the
history of this astounding election, which threatens to rob
Coloman Tisza and B 8 n fof their laurels, and reveals the
Coalition Government as the worthy champion of the Magyar
"liberal" tradition®

Wholesale bribery has always been recognized in Hungary
as a political instrument of the first importance, and it formed
the basis of that fawreaching system of corruption to which
the Liberal Party owed its thirtgight years of power. In
former yearsthe electors were invariably regaled with food
and drink for days, sometimes for weeks, before the day of
the poll and the money which in Britain is spent in hiring
public halls and deluging the country with pamphlets and
fly-leaves is applied in Hungaryo the refreshment of the
inner man. Though at the elections of 190B05 and 1906
greater respect may have been shown for appearances, the
corruption strikes as deep roots as ever, while in the-Non
Magyar districts no trick is too mean or discreditatdeensure
the return of a" patriotic " member. The large proportion of
uncontested seats is in no small measure due to previous
monetary arrangements, especially where there is a limited
number of votersand rumour has it that not a few deputies
specula¢ upon their parliamentary salaries. Be this as it may,
a large mass of electors have their price, and evatayoan
election is still regarded in many country districts as an eppor
tunity for getting blind drunk for nothing. No disgrace
attaches to briry, and indeed its success is only too often
regarded with envy and admiration. Indeed certain - con
stituencies are alleged to rely upon a periodical electoral
campaign to restore their falling fortunes or to accumulate
fresh capital.

In 1899, it is true Mr. ColomanS z @rtrdduced an elaborate
Corrupt Practices Act, as a reaction against the disgraceful
trickery and violence of BaronB 8§ n § f yr' ® gbutmthis
law, like so many others in Hungary, has for the most part

3 | intentionally leave this phrasas it originally appeared iRacial
Problems in Hungary.Readers of the present volumetlwiagree
that the elections of 1910 have totally eclipsed all previous records.
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remained merely ornamental. The blame for this does not

attach to Mr. S z ®WwHo was probably genuinely disgusted

at the excesses of his predecessors, but to the bad adminis
tration against which every educated Hungarian inveighs
and until the latter is radically reformed, no great improve
ment can be expected in the matter of purity elections.

Nothing can give a better idea of the prevalent corruption,

alike of the electorate and of the administration, than the long

array of monstrous illegalities which it is thought necessary
to guard against in the Act df899. For instance, arelection

is declared to be invalid in the following cases (I merely give a

selection) i

(@) If a public official instructs an elector who is subordinate
to him as to how he should vote, or influences an elector's
vote by promises or threats or other wsie of his
official power( A al3l1a).

(@ If the gendarmerie or troops are used to summon, collect
and escort the electors, for the purpose either of bringing
them to the poll or keeping them fron(itA i),

(3 If electors are prevented from reaching tb# and it

can be proved that their voting would have deprived

the successful candidate of his majofityA 1233

(4) If electors are rejected by the returning officeA 3 , 1 3) .

(®) If the returning officer infringes the provisions of the

law " with the intentim of falsifying the result of the

election in favour of the membef"A 3, 16) .

(6) If the returning officer fails to open the poll at thepre

scribed hour and plageA 3, 17) .

(7) If he refuses to accept a candidate's nomingtién3 , 18) .

(8 If he does not allowepresentatives of the parties to be

presen{ A 3, 19).

(9 If he announces the withdrawal of a candidate who has

not withdrawnl( A 3, 24) .

(10) If the arrangements regarding the close of the poll are

violated( A 3, 26) .

(A1) If the person proclaimed by him as membhas not

received the absolute majority A 3, 27) .

Further, paragrapi deals with" votes of persons whose
names do not occur in the registérand " votes which have

% As this paragraph reads, it would seem that the election would
not be invalid if electors had been kept back from the poll and it
could be proved that this ditbt affect the result.
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been recorded by unqualified persons.” In other words, the
law contemplates the very grossest abuses on the part of its
own officials, and its very necautions tell a more conclusive
tale than the complaints of the victims of electoral abuse.
Meanwhile, even this] law directly sanctions bribery under
certain prescribed forms. In other words, the candidate may
drive his supporters to the poll at his owempense, the only
check being that the fare may not exceed the legal tariff. No
attempt is made to control the amounts actually disbursed
such a control would indeed be impossible. Electors coming
from a distance may be supplied with tHerequisite pre
visions " (o), and the candidate may entertain individual
voters in his housé so far as this does not exceed the limits
of ordinary hospitality*® With these exceptions, however,
the new law looked very promising on paper, and meanwhile
the local athorities might be trusted to maintain their ancient
reputation. The baneful effects of the system upon the moral
standard of the peasants, and indeed of society as a whole,
cannot be too strongly emphasizednd one of the most
sterling merits of the litt band of NorMagyar deputies is
their resolute condemnation of corrupt practices, and their
endeavour to appeal to the reason and sentiment rather than
to the appetite and pockets of their constituents.
Of course no one will ever know the sums spent hg t
Governments of the past forty years for electoral purposes
but the scandals which came to light in the spring1607
render it highly probable that considerable sums have been
diverted from the Budget for necessary electdraéxpenses."”
Mr. Ugron, the weltknown Clerical Independent, did not
hesitate in1900 to accuse BarorB § n foR not handing over
to his successor the electoral fund of the Liberal Paatyd
though Mr. Ugron's statements are not always wholly- re
liable, the existence of such a €urcan hardly be called in
guestion. In this connexion we cannot do better than quote
from an Address moved in Novembet898, by the National
Party, under the leadership of Count Albert ApponyiThe
Premier has partly in his earlier, partly .in his mastent
announcements, declared it to be the duty and business of
the Government, to collect, control and distribute electoral
money for the support of official candidates, and make use
of the power of the public offices." In a word, the brazen

assertion ofBaron B § n f thay absolutely no incorrect use
%51899,XV.A . 9
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of money was made at the elections1806, need not be taken
seriously indeed it was reeived by the House in the sam
spirit in which it was uttered. In the course of the same
debate (Febl7, 1898), Mr. Rohonczy, a Liberal deputy, had
openly asserted in the House that at thBanff y elections”

the Government spent six million crowns to defeat opposition
candidates.His assertion was, of course, denied, and he sub
sequently admitted that he was not in a position to prove the
exact sum. But when he confessed to having himself received
9,000 crowns on that occasion, artl000 crowns at each of
the two previous electien his statement was accepted on all
sides asbona fide¥*® Of course there is not necessarily any
thing discreditable in the grant of pecuniary support to a poor
candidate by his partythe real significance lies in the admis
sion of the manner in which large portion of this money was
spent, and of the direct and active support received' lue
sirable” candidates from the central and local executive
authorities. Besides there is all the difference in the world
between aparty fund for electoral expeers, and aGovernment
fund for the same purpose. It is the latter which exists in
Hungary, and in the scalled " pure" elections of Mr.Sz ®|1 |
(1901), and Counflisza (1905),the Governmental support to
Governmental candidates was reckoned at close upon ten
crowns a head for the number of electors. For instance, in a
constituency with 1,000 electors, the "desirable" candidate
would receive from8,000 to 10,000 crowns, and made his
arrangements accordingly. Each of these general elections
must, therefore, dve cost the Government at least eight
million crowns, exclusive of the expenses of thousands of
soldiers and gendarmes. The Opposition Press estimated the
election expenses of CouthuenH ® d e rattirty ynillion

%7 On July 11, 1891, Mr. CharlesE° t v thes weltkknown Indepen
dent deputy, admitted that his candidature M8 p eost him 6,200
crowns (of which 800 were not spent in a lawful manner), but main
tained that his rival, afterwards a Secretary of State, spent 49400
crowns in order to obiiaa majority of eleven votes.

% | have been assured that no less tH#0,000 crowns were spent
in three elections in the single constituency lofi p $. Mi k | in srder
to secure the return of MrL & n yai member of the Liberal Cabinet.
Needless to saysuch a statement cannot be provebut the fact
that a man like my informant could have even believedpossible is
highly suggestive. CountTiszas election in Arad in June, ioio,
against the Independent leader, MB®| a B dsr alleég8ds to have
cod 600,000crowns, though here again proof is impossible.
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crowns and while this is probably exaggerated and certainly
incapable of proof, it is interesting to note that the Govern
ment did not think it worth while to deny the charge. Thus
with charmirg impartiality the Government provides money
for its own supporters and troops and gendarmes for the benefit
of its opponents. The money thus placed in the hands of
candidates is of course distributed with varying degrees of
delicacy. The banknotes may Wmnded over concealed in a
newspaper, or may be left protruding from a pocket in sight
of the proper peopleon other occasions such hypocritical
tricks may be dispensed with altogether, and votes are bought
openly in the streets.

Meanwhile, Mr. Rohonczy'ssvowed object of provoking an

inquiry was not achieved, and time after time, when inter
pellations have been made respecting specially outrageous
electoral incidents, the House has almost unanimously decided
to ignore them, and has accepted with sigaific readiness
the most childishly inadequate explanations. Scandals of
this kind, instead of being probed to the bottom, are ignored
or hushed upfor " no nation possesses so muekbprit de
corps as the Magyars, and nowhere are all facts which might
compomise the ruling nation in the eyes of the foreign public
passed over in such unanimous silenéeAs Mr. R8 kovszky,
the clerical leader, once pertinently remarked in Parliarfient,
a single newspaper article would suffice in Britain to produce
a parliamentary inquiry on a question of corruption. But in
Hungary matters are very different. The countywhich Mr.
R 8§ k 0 v sImoikey Is ssituated, has long been the scene of
specially flagrant electoral corruption and political persecution,
and yet his attitude has been one of open and unqualified
approval.

Electoral freedom of speech and action is a mereefarc
wherever opposition voters are concerned, and is continually
violated in the case of NeMagyar candidates. Not merely
are voters intimidated or forcibly prevented from recording
their votes, but obnoxious candidates are prevented from
addressing meetisgof their adherents.  For instance, 1i807

% These remarkable words, which have gained in truth during the
forty years which have elapsed since they were written, are quoted
from a leading article of thé&eue Freie PresséNov. 18, 1868).In
those day the Viennese organ had not yet joined the conspiracy of
silence which too often surrounds the truth in Hungary.

3 Ten years ago, it is true.
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at a byeelection in Bazin (County Pressburg)two Slovak
deputies were forcibly ejected from a villagéhere they
wished to speak in favour of the Slovak candidate, IMv. § # k a .
An even more typical case was reported in the following
laconic words in thePester Lloyd during the elections of
19051 " C s(Bikae Co.)7 The Roumanian candidate has
rousel the population to such an extent, that he has been
arrested by order of the Rs z o | g a Ar? incidént' whose
occurrence in any other country might have caused the fall
of the Government, is in Hungary dismissed in a couple of
lines. Incidents of this kind occur so frequently, that public
opinion has long ceased to wax indigh, especially as the
majority of these illegalities are committed against the-non
Magyar helots, and not against the ruling nation"(azural
kod- n e mAre incjdent which occurred at the general
elections 0f1906 will give the reader a still clear idea of the
arbitrary and scandalous conduct of the local authorities in
many Hungarian counties. The constituency @i r @l t
the county ofS § r onsthe Galician frontier, was to be con
tested by Count Aurel Desewffy, a member of the Constitu
tional Party, and Mr. Pivko, a small Slovak proprietor, as
a Slovak national candidate. Gi r &ihtdins2,027 electors,

of whom the vast majority is Slovak, and as there was a real
danger of Pivko being elected, drastic steps had to be taken
to avert sucha disaster.  One fine morning Pivko was arrested
by a couple of gendarmes and thrown into prisorEpérjes.
Though he had all the necessary papers to prove his identity,
all his protests were in vain, and he was neither allowed to
call in an advocatenor to wire to his brother or to the Minister
of the Interior. In prison he remained for fedight hours,
and meanwhile, as he failed to present himself for nomination,
his rival Desewffy was elected unopposed He was then
released with faint apoldgs, and no further proceedings were
taken against him. By way of adding insult to injury, the
szol gab 2 rferbadé ehimetk ses foot in the county of

S § r forsten years to come, though needless to say no legal
title could be found for such a pralition.

4 This treatment is not confined to Nationalist deputies. At a for
mer election in Dunapataj two Magyar members of Parliament, Messrs.
Nagy and Ma d a r §esez forcibly ejected from the town by order of
the returning officer. They protested to thReresident of the Chamber
against this violation of their parliamentary immunity, but without
obtaining any satisfaction.
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Those Non-Magyars who succeed in running the electoral
gauntlet are often prevented from addressing their consti
tuents. For exaple Mr. Milan Hodza had arranged to hold
meetings on one Sunday in the autumn1807, in order to
deliver the customary annual report of his parliamentary
activity. But the chiefs z ol gafbNeusatz( Bj viig®Kk )
terposed his veto on the ground that tgeneral discontent
among the population, and especially among the working
classes, had assumed such dimensions that such meetings were
calculated to endanger the public order | Meanwhile the
unsuccessful candidates are brought to trial for remarks made
on electoral platforms or contained in their party programmes.
Here again examples might be quotad nauseam.On Sep
tember 6, 1902, Dr. Rudolf Ma r k oand Ris brother were
found guilty of holding a meeting in the previous October in
the village of Hr u swithout previously intimating it to the
authorities!’ One of the incriminated passages in the- for
mer's speech was the following sentercéet us hold together,
there is no power on earth which can crush us." These out
rageous remarks savoured ofasen to the Magyar officials,
the plain fact being that a Slovak who no longer cringes to the
local tyrant already stands selbnvicted of "Panslav"
leanings.

It is evident that an electoral system such as has been
described above, so far from being wegrtbf a country whose
constitutional Charter dates from the thirteenth century,
actually eclipses that of England in its most corrupt epoch
before the Reform Bill, and that of Tammany at the present
day. The system has so many grave defects that it isudiffi
to know where to begin with a reforrbut this does not supply
any excuse for further delay. An extension of the franchise
is now admitted on all sides to be inevitable, and the only
guestion now at issue is whether the ruling caste can succeed
in rexuing some fragments of its old privileges from the
grasp of the young democracy.

The Coalition was guilty of a fatal error of judgment in

refusing to accept office in the spring 8805 for the secalled

" unconstitutional" Government of BaroR e j ®rag ghusy w

enabled to overtrump the Opposition by including Universal

Suffrage in its programme. The proposals of M¢r i st - f fy

aroused rage and consternation in the camp of the Coalition,

and corresponding enthusiasm among the working -classes
See pp. 324 sgg. of Racial Problems in Hungary.
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and theNon-Magyar helots. The Russian revolutionary meve
ment of that autumn had already prepared the soil, and the
ideas of Kr i st trafisplanted into Austria, rapidly grew
into the stately tree of a rejuvenateshd democratic Reichs
rath. Meanwhile at the eleventh hour the Hungarian Coalition
capitulated to the Crown (April.1906) and accepted office on
the basis of a transitional programme. The new Cabinet
solemnly pledged itself to postpone all discussiorthef military
guestions which had evoked the crisis, until a radical measure
of electoral reform had been adopted by the House and a new
Parliament elected on a really representative basis could
express its opinion at the polls. The Wekerle Cabinet was
well aware that the example of Austria made it impossible to
shelve reform indefinitely, and its main object therefore was
to postpone the evil day as long as possible. Shrewd observers
were always of the opinion that Universal Suffrage would never
succeed inrunning the gauntlet of a House whose mainstays
were the landed interest and professional politicians. The
former were well aware that electoral reform can only be the
prelude to other fareaching reforms that the agrarian
population will be rescued fro the bondage imposed by the
reactionary legislation of Mr.Da r § nthat the obsolete
methods of county government, which at present secure the
real power to a few county families, will be replaced by a truly
democratic system, and that the present unjosidence of
taxation, which weigh heavily upon the small holder and
lightly upon the owners ofatifundia will be abolished in favour

of a system which shall spare necessities rather than luxuries.
Meanwhile, at least a quarter of the House is compoded o
mere " carpetbaggers,” who owe their position solely to the
narrow franchise and to the favours of some-pallverful
political Maecenas. When entrance to Parliament is no longer
largely dependent on the wirepulling of a few individuals and the
greasingof a few hundred palms, but on the successful organi
zation of a numerous electorate, then an entirely new class of
men will enter the worout Parliament of privilege, and the
poisonous Chauvinism of the present day will be supplanted
by a growing enthuasm for social reform.

Unhappily the Coalition House was Kossuthist merely in its
attitude towards Austria, and in all internal questions favoured
a scarcelyeiled mediaevalism such as might well make its
former leaders turn in their graves. Dr. Wekerlee brilliant
financier who gave his name to the Cabinet, had always been
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an Opportunistof the first water, while the two representatives
of Western culture, Mr. Francis Kossuth and Count Albert
Apponyi, were the reluctant victims of their corrupilieu.
This fact became apparent to all the world when these men
and Count JuliusA n d r &aensepted to share the sweets of
office with Mr. G®z a P avhosen scangdalous collapse in
February, 1907, cannot have surprised any of his countrymen,
and who waspeculiarly unfitted for the position of Minister

of Justice.

Under these circumstances reaction completely gained the
upper hand in Hungary, and it became more and more obvious
that a Parliament so essentially oligarchic in character as that
of 19061909 would make desperatefforts to modify in an
illiberal sense any measure of Universal Suffrage which might
be laid before it. Its main anxiety was on the one hand to
preserve so far as possible the political power of the great
proprietors, and on the otheio prevent anything like an
adequate enfranchisement of the Mdagyar nationalities.
How to effect this and at the same time fulfil the pledge given
to the Crown to introduce Universal Suffrafjeon at least as
broad a basis" as the project announced hy Kir i s tin- f fy
1905, wa s the great problem which f
The natural way to neutralize any accession of strength to
the NonMagyars would be to give to the Magyar districts and
the chief towns (where the Magyar element is dominant, at
least so long as the Germans and Jews adhere to it) more than
their fair proportion of seats. But such a manoeuvre would
only have the effect of strengthening the Social Democrats,
whose chief following lies among the artisans and factory
hands, and the Agrian Socialists, whose influence upon the
masses of the Magyar population of thd f fof @reat Humn
garian Plain) is real and growing. Reactionary Agrarian
legislation, the unchecked growth of vastifundia® the
unjust incidence of taxation, wretchegages and still worse
housing conditions, and finally the ruthless repression of

“ Since 1870 the extent of lands held in fidei commissa has been
allowed to increase fron648,692 to 3,309,350 acres and the extent of
Mortmain (Church lands) froml,803 200 to 3,508,400 acres, while in
the same period the number of independent proprietors of land has
decreased byl118,235. The net income of mortgages on land has risen
from 2,872,528 crowns in 1877 to 4,563,000,000crowns in 1902. See
Racz, pp.29-30 (cit. p. 15 of La Hongrie Contemporaine et le Suffrage
Universel),
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strikes and combination, have greatly accentuated the already
prevailing landhunger and a vast stream of emigration is
the only safetwalve which prevents the outbreak of fresh
agrarian urest such as marked the years 18980. In
short, the alienation of the Magyar peasantry from the domi
nant caste is completand in a reformed Parliament it is far
more likely to ally itself with the nationalists, whose pro
gramme is essentially demratic, than with the representa
tives of a semfeudal land system and of monopoly in county
government.

Unfair distribution, then, if carried very far, might become
a twoedged weapon. Skilful gerrymandering might place the
Non-Magyars in a minority in la constituencies which are situ
ated on a linguistic frontier, since the Magyars can hardly be
expected to adopt the just and enlightened system now in
vogue in the Moravian Diet, by which each race has a separate
register and all interacial contests re& avoided. But even
when all the resources of geometry have been exhausted,
Universal Suffrage is bound to bring a great accession of
strength to the NeMagyars, especially in Transylvania for
the simple reason that the existing franchise throws tall i
weight into the Magyar scale. Hence a much more insidious
plan began to be discussed, and found favour even with certain
sections of the nominally’ Radical" party of Independence.
Universal Suffrage, it was argued, was a pledge to which the
Governmentstood irrevocably committed. But of course this
universal suffrage must be brought into harmony witlthe
idea of the Magyar statga magyar§ | | a m arsl it was) |,
obvious that in any wellegulated country a knowledge of
" the language of statewasan essential qualification for a vote.

In other words, these Radical stalwarts proclaimed their ad
herence to the great principle of Universal Suffrage, but at the
same time were anxious to exclude from its benefits those
409 per cent, of the populatiowho are still entirely ignorant

of the Magyar languadeThe difficulty would thus be solved

in a manner worthy of Magyar constitutional casuistry.

Fortunately this sorry trick is quite irreconcilable with the
Kr i s tmedsfirg, which, as that statesman inded the
public in a brilliant speech in March, 908, secured the fran
chise to all men over the age 28, who could read and write
in any Hungarian languad@. The frantic efforts of the

* The 194,000 illiterates already enjoying the franchise wexe
retain their rights.
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ruling class to devise some scheme for falsifying the results of
reform were foredoomed to failyréor, in Mr. Kr i stowhf y' s
words, " the political nation is talay fighting on four fronts
against the dynasty, against o8tia, against the nationalities
and against our own working population. Of these struggles
one would suffice to exhaust the forces of the natiomt to
conduct all four at once means nothing less than final-anni
hilation." * Fortunately it is safe to ssume that the sove
reign would never give his sanction to a Bill which excluded
half the nation from political rights for no other reason than
for the accident of their birth.

The imposition of a strict' patriotic " test upon all candi
dates for Parliment is favoured by another group of Chauvin
ists, as a means of excluding at any rate the ablest of the
Non-Magyars or Socialisisbut it may be doubted whether
such a scheme would prove effective in the long run. In any
case, under the Coalition ® g ialmlénds of fantastic schemes
were on foot, whose sole and avowed object was to counteract
the effect of a reform of the franchise. In short, Mr. Issekutz,
a weltkknown member of the new Government Party, voiced a
widespread opinion among the Magyar rgliclass, when on
July il, 1910, he spoke in Parliament as follow$s If we
(Magyars) let the sovereignty out of our hands, we can never
recover it. No serious man in this country can be a supporter
of Universal Equal and Secret Suffrage." This speech, hwhic
earned him the applause of the House, is little better than a
paraphrase of the words so often heard on Magyar 'lipa/e
want to be masters in our own house." @a#f of the popu
lation as masters, the other half as servéntsuch is the sole
theoryupon which' the Magyar national state" can rest.

The day of reckoning could not be postponed indefinitely.
After thirty months spent in the vain attempt to reconcile the
principles of Universal Suffrage and Magyar oligarchy, Count
Julius An d r 8os Ngwmber 11,1908, laid before Parliament

a measure of franchise'reform, which was at once more compli
cated and more reactionary than any previous measure of the
Coalition Government. It would tday be superfluous to
discuss its provisions in any detailrfoeactionary as they were,
the majority of the House regarded them as far too radical.
By its graduated system of plural voting, by its devices for
reducing to zero the political influence of the illiterate, and by
its retention of public votingA n d ry'§ Bils made a mockery

% SeePester LloydMarch8, 1908
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of Universal Suffrageand aimed at prolonging the racial meno
poly of the Magyars and the political thraldom of the working
classes. Accordintp the official calculations publisdewith the

Bill, 217,791 persons were to receive three votes, 866,267
persons two votes, while tig270,924illiterate voters were only

to be allowed to vote indirectly, every ten of them appointing
a deputy to vote for them. Thus whi&l7,000 people gave
653,000 votes, 1,270,0000thers were only to possed27,000
votes, with the result that some citizens would have acquired
thirty times as much voting power as others. Such was Count
An dr 8§ slemyof sniversal ancqual suffrage, his manifest
intertion being to ensure that the dominant caste, with its
dependent officials ande mp | oshaukl, still outweigh the
independent middle class. In his own wordsthanks to this
system, we can accord electoral rights to millions who did not
possess them, buhe element which has hitherto governed will
not become the minority® As he significantly admits! when
there is in every constituency a materially larger number of
electors, then bribery and the possible pressure of the Govern
ment will no longer prduce the same effect on the electors as
hitherto." In order, then, to minimize as far as possible the
dangers of the electorate suddenly emancipating itself from
the governing class and so upsetting Codnt d r § alabor' s
ate precautions, the prevailingractice of public voting was

to be retained." Secret ballot,” the preamble to the Bill
sententiously declares, everywhere conflicts with the views,
the customs and the moral feelings of society. It
weakens the true moral principle that it is evemyan's
duty to have the courage to express his opinion freely." In
sublime oblivion of the monstrous corruption which public
voting has fostered in Hungary, Courh n dr 8ssirseys
from a moral pinnacle the degradation which the ballot may
be assumed to havintroduced into West European politics

" In practicei especially in the case of those who because of
their weakness really need protection the ballot only pre
tects the freedom of the dishonourable, of those who do not
regard the fulfiment of thie word as binding."* In this
sentence, he tacitly assumes that promises and pledges are
habitually exacted from subordinate voters and thus wnder

% Well might the able writers ofLa Hongrie Contemporaine et le
Suffrage  Universel (French edition of th Sociological Review,
Huszadi k coBmenhd atlds) astonishing phrase to the Western
admirers of Count Apponyi.
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mines his own appeal to morality. Finally, he cites the name
of Stuart Mill to give a veneer of democracy to an essentially
oligarchic meaure.

Count Andr 8§ 8i# yduld not be regarded as in any
way redeeming the Coalition's pledge to introduce reform
"on at least as broad a basis as Mrr i §'s Bilf. fThe
project satisfied nobody, and cynics have maintained
that it had never been iméed seriously by its originator.
Enlightened opinion both at home and abroad was unanimous
in its condemnation of the Bill, while thextremerChauvinists
would have favoured a still more reactionary scheme. Thus
its failure was happily from the first aoregone conclusion.
The international crisis evoked by the annexation of Bosnia,
and the agitation in favour of a separate Hungarian Bank,
diverted attention from the question of Electoral Reform,
and by the time the crisis was over, the Coalition Cabinet
was no longer capable of any act of constructive policy.

The collapse of the Coalition (Decembet909), and the
accession of CounkhuenH ® d e r to Bowsr (January, 1910),
seemed at first to give promise of a more liberal® g iinme
Hungary, and the abaodment of mere repression as a remedy
for the racial question. The new Premier, despite his euvil
record in Croatia, had never been identified with &xtremer
forms of Chauvinism, and had more than once proclaimed his
belief in a wide extension of the frehise. As confidant of
the Crown, he was assumed to share the liberal views of the
EmperorKing and the HenApparant on the franchise ques
tion. But the dominant influence in the new Government
has fallen more and more to the-esemier, Count Stephen
Tisza, whose great ability and transparent honesty of charac
ter are alike overshadowed by his frankly reactionary political
creed. The appointment of Mr. Alexandeleszenszky i
who first won notoriety as Public Prosecutor at the -Rou
manian Memorandum rial, then conducted thé Nationat
ities-Section" in the Premier's office under Bardh§ n fahdy ,
finally organized for the latter the corrupt elections 1896 i
as secretary of state in the Ministry of the Interior, was an
outward and visible sign foCount Tiszas triumph for it
showed that the Government was hostile to the -Magyars
and indifferent to the claims of the working classes. Five
months were devoted tb preparing" the constituencies, and
it soon became apparent that the general ietectof 1910
would be conducted with the same brutality and lack of
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scruple which characterized those @B96. The result ex
ceeded the worst fears of the Opposition, and Count Khuen
H®d er wigor had entered the contest without a party in
the Houeg, returned at the head of a powerful majority. The
ranks of the rival parties of Independence (Kossuth and
Justh groups) were decimajethe People's Party was -re
duced to half its numberswhile the little band of non
Magyar deputies thanks to the @vernment's open defiance
of the lawi sank from26 to 8. Time alone can show whether
the new majority will show a greater disposition than its
Coalition predecessor to shake off the suspicious lethargy
which assails most Magyar politicians whenever itpisposed

to advance beyond the stage of theoretical approval of Reform
to that of active cmperation. A few years may still elapse
before Electoral Reform is achieved, and with it the emancipa
tion of nationalities from their present political bondadpeit

that both are inevitable sooner or later no one who believes in
historic evolution will be inclined to deny.
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CHAPTER I

Hungarian Election Practice

(BY AN OLD PARLIAMENTARIAN ).*®

HE foreign public is apt to obtain an entirely false-im

pressionof the results, the importance and consequences

of general elections in Hungary, since it depends in large
measure for its information upon reports prepared officially
and printed without question. An accurate and impartial
estimate of the elections is lgnpossible, if an attempt is made,
sine ira et studio, to master the laws and regulations which
govern election procedure, and the manner in which they are
actually carried out in practice, and to do this independently
of any party standpoint or any patilar election.

How greatly Hungary stands in need of a thorough and
honest Electoral Reform, may be gathered from the fact that
while the Hungarian and Transylvanian electoral laws1848
were inspired by genuine ideas of liberty and greatly extended
the franchise (till that year monopolized by the nobility), the
changes and codification introduced by Law xxxiii ©874,
aimed not so much at enabling the will of the nation to express
itself more easily, as at impeding and thwarting its expression.
Francis D e & kwbrk, the Ausgleich of 1867, was to be pro
tected against the onslaughts of a hostile Kossuthist epposi
tion, by farreaching intimidation of the electors. For this
reason the secret ballot, which had till then lain in the option
of each county © municipal authority, was abolishedhe
preparation of the voting registers was bound up with for
malities which rendered it much easier to expunge the names
of opposition voters while the dictatorial power assigned to
the returning officer opened a wdor the intimidation of the
electors and even for their forcible holding back from the
poll. Moreover, electoral practice has created the widest

“®  Specially written for this volume, at my request,
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possible field for terrorism on the part ofetlauthoritiesi a

fact which the Opposition parties could not condemn too
bitterly during the dominance of the Liberal Par{$875
1905). All parties, however, were unanimous in tolerating
the grossest abuses, whenever it was a question of preventing
the election of a Nationalist candidate, Roumanian, Serb or
Slovak. (The Germans of Hungary, with the exception of
the Transylvanian Saxons, had at that time not yet awakened
to national consciousness.)

Under such circumstances, a parliamentary election in
Hungary does not consist in testing by lawful means the
forces of rival political parties, which, in order to win a majority
of the electors, employ every weapon of argument and logic,
every imaginable device of propaganda. It consists far rather
in an unsanpulous system of vote catching, by which the
Government of the day sets in motion the whole administra
tive machine in aid of its own candidates, while the free exercise
of the franchise on the part of officials or persons dependent
upon the Governmentsi made wellnigh impossible. Even
more dangerous for the political morality of the country was
the indulgence shown by Parliament itself to a continuance of
abuses, by giving the sanction of the law to various forms of
direct and indirect bribery. Even irhé most flagrant cases
electoral petitions remained without effect. The most in
credible abuses were calmly acquiesced in and left unpunished.

These scandalous conditions at length led to the transference
of the judicial power in the matter of disputedectlons to
the Royal Curia, the supreme Court of Hungary. But a step
which was in itself admirable was, from the first, rendered
illusory by a crowd of formalities and by the expense involved,
while at the same time technical changes were made in those
sedions of the Electoral Law ofl874 referring to electoral
procedure, such as nominally aimed at checking abuses, but
in reality legalised in all form the bringing of material influ
ences to bear upon the electors, an abuse which had till then
only been taitly tolerated. The untenable state of the
Hungarian electoral system led as early 1857 and 1881 to
the introduction of Bills for devolving electoral disputes upon
the Curia, but Parliament clearly demonstrated by its rejection
of both Bills that it hd no serious desire to check the growth
of electoral abuses. The Hungarian deputy, Ms.z i v 8§ k ,
himself a member of the party of the majority, has treated
the matter as follows in his work oRarliamentary Elections



36

and the Judicature of the Royal @ur "At the elections of
1884 and 1887, the weltknown practices of electoral corrup
tion i official candidatures and misuse of power on the part
of the authorities, unlawful influence of officials, the unlawful
employment of armed force, the use of legmibbles and
technicalities by the election functionaries, bribery, treating
with food and drink, unbounded agitation and terrorism, in
a word, every weapon of the arsenal of party fanaticism
were resorted to so freely, that it was generally belietred

in many constituencies the official result did not express the
lawful will of the electors." Although confidence in the -im
partiality of the decisions given by the Elections Committee
of the House in the matter of electoral petitions had been re
duced to a minimum, numerous petitions were none the less
presented, and it is of these that the book which we have
already quoted writes, that "many produced a surprising and
even rousing effect upon political life as a whole, and the
verification of many b the elections in a sitting of the whole
House supplied material for the most passionate debates."

Article xv of the year1899, dealing with Corrupt Practices
at Elections, had been drafted by the Minister of Justice, De
sideriusS z i | 8@ngl yaid ,befoe the House as early as 1891,
and then again 1892, but had been rejected by the House of
Magnates. Though at length sanctioned under Koloman
S z @d 1899, it has not in any way fulfilled its main object of
forestalling and preventing the abuses whicveh their roots
in old customs and habits and further the interests of the ruling
classes and the party in power. And if this object has not
been achieved, the further object of strictly punishing such
abuses as occur, has also only been very partiadinatt.

That the elections which took place 1902 under Mr.

S z ®ds IPremier were tolerably pure and free® must be
ascribed far less to the provisions of the new law than to correct
attitude of the Premier himself, whose motto rdn,Right,
Law and distice.”

At the stormy elections 01905 the Premier, Count Stephen
Tisza, exercised far less influence upon their course than most
of his predecessors and this in spite of the unexampled-bit
terness of the allied parties of the Opposition, and thusa#
possible for the Liberal Party to lose its majority, thanks to
the general distaste, which its thirty years' rule had inspired.

*"For certain exceptions to this see pp19.1 R. W.S. W.
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The paroxysm of joyi as the event showed, quite unedl
for 7 into which Hungary was plunged by the appointment
of the Coalition Cabinet (April, 1906) naturally assured
a great majority to the Party of Independencand
as the Liberals withdrew altogether from the struggle, no
special effort was requirednd electoral abuses were not very
much in evidence. But the elections ordered last summer
by Count KhuenH ® d e r wighray view to securing a new
working majority, presented a really terrible picture of the
corruption which is possible under the existiefpctoral sys
tem. The paragraph of the law which permits the candidate
to entertain at his own expense the two or three thousand
electors, who often come miles to the polling place, has proved
itself to be a mere cloak for faeaching bribery. In not a
few constituencie200,000to 300,000crowns have been proved
to have been expended for electoral purposes. The -calcu
lation made by the Opposition that the Government spent
25-30,000,000crowns ( A1, 0 A D,0D5 g Gbtaid a
majority, has never den disputed by the new Party of
National Work.

Naturally enough such facts and figures as have beern men
tioned above strike a West European as incredible. But then
Hungary is, in the field of national repression and political
immorality, " the land of uhmited possibilities.” If the
Magyars, that is to say, if the ruling caste of that race, wish
to win recognition for their claim to equal rank with the €ivi
lized peoples of Europe, then they must not only enforce a
political and racial equality which 4day merely exists on
paper’® but must also introduce an honest reform of an
obsolete electoral system, which-day merely serves to eb
scure the true wishes of the country and degrades the exercise
of political rights to a deceptive comedy. Of courhkis twould
involve the abandonment of many a national Utopia, the
removal of many an unjust privilegesome real approach
would have to be made to the progressive ideas of West Europe,
an approach hitherto advocated only by a small group of
courageous Sozidpolitiker. Consequently a hard fight must
still be fought against class selfishness and Chauvinism, before
the foundation of modern development, universal and secret

“ A reference to the fact that the law guaranteeing the Equal
Rights of the Nationaliés (xliv. 1868) has remained in almost every
particular a dead letter. Seeacial Problems in Hungarypp. 147
160.
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suffrage, with voting in every commune, can be laid in
Hungary.

If then even the motives and the concrete provisions of the
existing ekctoral laws are open to the gravest criticisms, their
effect is heightened by the manner in which parliamentary
elections are carried out in practice, and indeed it is not too
much to assert that the whole system of popular representation
in Hungary is avorthless comedy.

A large section of the electorate is politically far too unripe
to comprehend the full consequences of a parliamentary elec
tion, and regards it rather as a joke, as an occasioh doing
himself well Only in a few constituencies arethical, politt
cal, racial, confessional or economic influences more powerful
than the indifference and indolence of the electors. Hence
it is only in certain specific cases that the general feeling of
the population is decisive for the issue of the tedec That
is also true of the elections of 1910, from which far too sweeping
conclusions were drawn respecting the feelings of the Hungarian
peoples and the prospects of the new Party of Work as a
durable factor. Members of the Khuen Cabinet put forward
the argument that it was the disappointment of the population
at the achievements of the Coalition once hailed as cen
summator of the national wishds which led the electors to
desert the national idols, Apponyi, KossutAndr §ang vy ,
caused the surging victory of the Government at the June
elections. But this assertion is only partially correct. This
feeling of disappointment unquestionably existed, and doubt
less turned the balance in favour of Count Khsieandidates
in most of the town congtiencies. But in the far more
numerous county constituenciéd the decisive factor at this,
as at all previous elections, was the possession and unscrupulous
use of tne administrative power, and with it the influence, or
better said, the terrorising adti of the county officials. The
most drastic example of the influence of the authorities upon
the result of an election is supplied by the words of a prominent
official in the constituency where the former Slovak deputy,
Milan Hod2a stood as candidate Even though90 per cent,
of the electors should decide for you, you still won't be
elected!"

The actual resujt of overpowering the Opposition candidates,
and above all those of the nationalities, is attained in many

“ The towns aly have 41 members, asampared to372 for the
counties.
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different ways. In the constituencies where they had won
on former occasions, many of their supporters are simply
omitted from the new voting registersimple peasants are
not in a position to indulge in the expensdsaa appeal. Or
the age or baptismal name or even the surname is intentionally
inserted wrongthen when its owner comes to record his vote
he is challenged and rejected. Where the dominant party has
not adopted these precautionary measures, or if it hesnm
while become the Opposition, the electors from villages which
support the Opposition are prevented from reaching the poll,
the district doctor having just on the eve of the election
discovered some epidemic or the veterinary surgeon some
cattle diseas, so that communication with such places is
blocked. Where a bridge gives the sole access to the polling
place, it will be made impassable on election day of all days,
or declared closed for traffic owing to its dangerous condition.
As the electors of thelifferent parties have to assemble separ
ately at the polling place, the returning officer assigns to the
Opposition voters, who often come half a day's distance to
the poll, unfavourable places, where they are exposed to wind
and weather, and possibhart find no inn where they can get
refreshments during what is often a wait of tweftyr to
thirty-six hour$ The order in which the various villages
have to vote is fixed by the central committee of the county
(in whose hands are all the arrangements tha election) in
a way which is unfavourable for the Opposition. Under
pretext of averting open hostilities between the parties, troops
are ordered to most elections, and during their course the
returning officer enjoys absolute control of these. Then cor
dons are drawn, and no undesirable person is let through.
The agents of the one party then endeavour to incite the other
to blows, in order to obtain an excuse for the intervention of
the military. At the poll itself the representativégertrauens
m?2 rem of the nationalist parties are insulted, the attempt
is made to render intercourse between them and their electors
impossible, by refusing them free passes or by only giving them
a trifing number. As Roumanian, German or Slovak electors
often do not ponounce the Magyar hame of a candidate quite
accurately, this is at once made an excuse for rejecting their
votes.

As all these things are well known to the electors, it is only
natural that those of them who do not come to the poll merely
for their fareand for the food and drink supplied them by the
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candidate, but out of conviction, must arm themselves with
seltsacrificing courage. They must face the danger that
after the election, if they have failed to vote for the official
candidate, they may bsubjected to all kinds of vexations by
the local notaries and z o | g,adnd punished on trumped
up charges of disturbance of the peace. Electors with-back
bone are in this way often brought to the verge of material
ruin.

The electoral propaganda, ieh is carried on as a matter of
course in all constitutional countries, is in Hungary made as
difficult as possible for Opposition candidates and party agents
by the authorities. The holding of electoral meetings is for
bidden on the most trivial groundpersons who distribute
election tracts and literature or the programmes of the can
didates are molested or expelled by the gendarmerie. The
official candidates are free to do as they please. Many of
them must, it is true, make their electoral campaignsler
the protection of gendarmes and troops, to avoid being in
sulted by the electors. This actually happened to Count
StephenTisza, the Apostle of" OIld Liberalism." Besides, the
Opposition also naturally indulges in incitement of the electors,
since n the unequal fight it does not hold at its disposal the
powers of the executive authorities.

The proof of all such abuses, which according to the law
would involve the annulment of mandates thus acquired, is
rendered extraordinarily difficult to the beatearties. Most
people are afraid to give evidence against official persons or
influential gentry. A large number of the things we have
described is only too often incapable of subjective proof, even
when most notorious. The expenses of an electoral grgtiti
the fees of the advocates who have to be employed, are extra
ordinarily high, and as each petition is submitted to the Curia,
a surety of 3,000 to 6,000 crowns must be deposited. The
hearing of such petitions, the preliminary inquiries and the
examinagions of witnesses, are prolonged indefinif@lyand
a deputy whose election is challenged has always the option of
resigning his seat if he sees the matter taking an unfavourable
turn. The petition is thereby quashed, and the expenses fall
to the petitimerd

% E.g. of the64 electoral petitions lodged last July, as the result of
the general elections, not a single one has yet been decided, and the

great majority are still awaiting consideratian.(R. W. S. W., Decl,
1910).



41

In Hungary there can e but few parliamentary elections
which would not be annulled in England or in Germany. To
cite them as the expression of the popular will is either
hypocrisy or naivety. In Hungary every man and every
party knows that only too well. Consequently every iGetb
hitherto7 with one exception, that of Count Steph€isza i
has been overthrown from above, not from belaw other
words, never by a verdict of the nation or the electors, but
merely through the influence exercised by parliamentary
minorities upn the Crown, or by obstruction or by party-dis
placements in the House. The fall Bfi ts tCabinet (1875),
the end of Coloman Tisza's dictatorship890), the fall of
theSzapsg§ry (1892), We k er andS z(®LI819 5) ,
(June, 1903) Cabinets, e all due to one or other of these
causes. The firstKkhuenH®d e r &gt (Nov., 1903)
alone was abandoned by the Liberal party. Every election
i with the solitary exception 090571 resulted in a more
or less big majority for the dominant party, fact which
the reader ought to have no difficulty in understanding.
Even the Fej ®Kv § sy Cabifiey (June, 1905April,
1906), frantically opposed as it was by the -caled
" National " parties, would have obtained a majority if it had
ordered new eilctions, though no doubt it would have owed
this mainly to the attractive catchword of Universal Suffrage.
It was nothing less than a realization of this fact which led to
the Coalition's capitulation to the Crown, and to the notorious
" Pact" of 1906, which will be an undying strain upon the
political morality of the Magyar oligarchy
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The Parliamentary Debates upon Corruption

" We have no intention of adopting an ostrich policy in regard to
electoral abuses. Certainly the elections have eoehey, much money,
and the administrative machine, as well as the various returning officers,
have certainly influenced the elections in more than one case in a manner
far exceeding their authority. But if one would be honest, one must
admit peccatur ina et extra muros. The Opposition parties have not
only tried, just like the Government Party, to influence the elections
by money, but where the administrative machine and the returning
officers were in the hands of their supporters, they have used their
predominance without any scruplei” Leading article inNeues Pester
Journal,Junel2, 1910°%

Count Albert Apponyi atHalas, June 12, 1910 i " We wish . . .
to protest against the methods adopted by the Government party to
secure victory. If in thiscountry all the authorities and official power
had shown that impartiality which the law prescribes, if no pressure
had been put upon the electors in order to influence their political

attitude, . . . would the Government have succeeded in obtaining a
majarity?">®
Count TheodoreBat t hg8zye k s duge § ,1910 ¥ " The

Government has collected huge sums for the elections, by squandering
in return for money the king's right to confer titles and dignities. The
returning officers throughout the countrgonsistently committed the
grossest violations of the law. . . . Many thousand electors have been
prevented from recording their votes. Not only the Minister of Com
merce but also other ministers put pressure on their officials: there
were cases in whichthe official chiefs stood before the polling booth
and watched their juniors. Officials voting for the Opposition were

simply transferred and plunged into misery.">

HE subject of electoral corruption claimed the atten

tion of the new Parliameneven in its first moments of
existence. At the opening sitting of the House, the oldest

SaRespectable ral moderate Ministerial jourrdTimes, June 14.
1910).

50 Report of  Pester Lloyd, June 13, 1910.

°% Ditto, Junes, 1910.
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menber occupies the Chair until the first formalities have
been concluded, and on this occasion the privilege fell to Mr.
JosephMa d a r & wman ,of ninetgthree, and one of the few
survivors of the Revolution ofl848. This venerable member
of the IndependentParty showed a courage and resolution
worthy of his past career in opening the Sitting with the follow
ing words i

" In taking the President's Chair, and in heartily greeting
those deputies whom the true and unfalsified will of the people
has sent intothis House, | cannot help at the same time
expressing my grief at the acts which the Government has
committed in an illegal and unconstitutional mannegt.

During the debate on the Address to the Throne the question
of electoral corruption was repeatgdtaised, and the attitude
of the various Opposition parties was clearly foreshadowed by
certain passages in the rival Addresses which they laid before
the House.

The Address put forward by the Kossuth Party expressed
its deep regret that the Governmentinconstitutional action
in publishing a remark of His Majesty expressing approval of
the result of the elections. It then went:oh The present
Cabinet . . . in throwing into the balance the weight of Royal
declarations in order to strengthen its own @i aims, merely
set a crown to its use of the power of the State for party aims,
which was made a system at the present elections, and which,
in view of the large sums of money at the ruling party's dis
posal, made the constitutional struggle not oanlyequal, but
in many places absolutely impossible, and hence raised doubts
as to the genuine expression of the national will, led to degra
dation of character, and furthered moral ruin to a degree
hitherto unknown. . >

The Justh Party was even moretsmoken in its Address.
With due openness,” it said, we inform Your Majesty that
the Government, by its misuse of the power entrusted to it by
Your Majesty, has literally trodden under foot the constitu
tional freedom of the country. It has illegallyflienced the
officials and those dependent on the authoritieg means of
such elements as are hungry for money or power it has indulged
in a corruption which baffles all description. It has spent
many millions to bribe the relatively small number of tbes,
and to make them drunk. Not content with using such gen

pester Lloyd,July 8, 1910(Abendblatt).
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darmes, police and soldiers as were in the country, it brought
the military in large numbers from abroad, in order to intimi
date the elects by their help and to indulge with impunity
in violence and illegalities. Never have there been elections
in this country, which were carried out with such corrupt and
immoral methods, as the present election">'2.

The People's Party, in its Addseso the Throne, submitted
to Parliament on July9, expresses itself as follows"...

We cannot regard the recent elections as the free expression
of the people's will or the present majority as the true repre
sentative of the national aspirations. Theegmnderance of
power suppressed the free expression of conviction. The
officials and e mp | ool @ sranks where unjustifiably influ
enced, partly enticed by the promise of advantage and partly
intimidated. The jurisdiction of the Curia, owing to its dgi
formalism, fails to assure the free and pure expression of the
popular will at elections. Under such circumstances cerrup
tion and bribery were rampant, and hence the national -repre
sentation does not express the wishes and convictions living
in the sall of the nation. . .">*°

One of the earliest speakers in the debate was Count Theodore
Bat t hyttsen weltknown Independent politician, who,
after a lengthy criticism of the Government programme,
turned to the question of electoral corruption.,

" Socid reform,” he said" is inconceivable without the
introduction of Universal Suffrage. The last elections have
shown that under the existing franchise even the constitu
tion is badly off. These elections have created a situation
in which it would be temptig Providence to have new elections
under the present franchise. At these elections one exclusive
system was adoptelfioney.

Peter Ertseyl Youlooked for rich candidatés

A Voice on the Righti What did the Kossuthist returning
officers d&

Court Bat t hiy 8fmsgme of them have broken the law,
we are the first to condemn most emphatically their behaviour.
(Applause from the Justh Party.)

1apester Lloyd,July 8, 1910(Abendblatt).

® Throughout this chapter | have translated verbafiom the
reports inPester Lloyd,rather than from the official Magyar reports,
so that the reader can, if he wishes, convince himself that such things
were really said in the Hungarian Parliament.
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W.S ¢ mei gThe returning officer in Zombbr

Z ol Ugon.i Talk about the election ISz ®k el y h2 d

GeorgeS z mr e d sBetteytalk of the scoundrelly tricks at
PrivigyeandT apol cs 8ny.

The President appeals for quiet.

CountBat t hy §Meyer was manipulation with money
at elections practised sopenly as this time. The canvassers
of the Work Party carried money in open baskets. (Great
amusement. Cries" In barrels.") On the basis of my
own experience | can prove that the administrative apparatus
has never sincd867, even on the most notorious aasions,
shown such activity in favour of the Government candidates
as at the recent elections. In this connexion one novelty
occurred the High Sheriffs, who formerly sought to influence
the electoral campaign through their office and the officials
under them, this time condescended to the people in their
own persons. (On the Right" The High Sheriffs now
stand on a democratic basis." Laughter.) They employed
the most illegal methods to intimidate the electors. They
used the most modern means of commuitoa for instance
the telephone. (Loud laughter on the Right.) One cannot
pass these excrescences by with laughter.

W. S ¢ meig i The institution of High Sheriffs must be
abolished.

Alex. S ° p ki® In .that case the institution of the telephone
would alsohave to be abolishéd (Uproarious laughter.)

CountBat t hiy :t1mymerous cases the right of assembly
was trodden under foot. Hundreds of electors were robbed
of their vote, by being summoned from their homes on matters
connected with their employme Of the feasts prepared
for the electors | prefer not to speak.

Julius Muzslay.i When were elections ever conducted in
this country with watéet

CountB at t hiy 8heyinterrupter means that my electors
did not drink water either. Perhapbut it was not | who
paid for it. (Laughter.) In other ways too the grossest
illegalities were committed. Besides the Government has
done the Army a poor service, in using the troops to intimidate
electors. (Stormy protest on the Right. Crie§ You
are insulting thé\rmy.")

Baron A. Podmaniczky. You are bringing charges against
the officers' corps.

CountBat t hiy 8 mag not blaming the officers.  They
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acted on the orders of the returning officers. (Great noise.)
Geo. Sz mr e cis @m gumerous plaes the officers them
selves protested against the orders of the returning officers.
(Protest and noise on Right.)

CountBat t hiy &fteryall this there is nothing left but to
press for the introduction of a true democratic franchise as
soon as possihle

On July 9, when the debate on the Address was resumed,
Mr. B®l a R 8§ kasvtlsezfiksty speaker: He asserts that
the measure of a nation's culture and inner political worth
lies in the moral progress which it shows in the course of
years. Hence everyeally patriotic government must regard
the culture and development of the national morality as its
noblest duty. The Government can fulfil this duty the more
easily because it has the power in its hand. But few men
know how to use power, and most men mé&sit. . . . The
Premier, who has been for years in political life, knows what
inner political value a nation possesses, whose political con
science is put up to auctiprwhat moral value a mandate
possesses which is obtained from the confidence of amati
whose administrative organs receive the command how many
mandates must be secured to their rulers, and are willing te com
ply with this command wherever they are given a free hand.
We must blush before the civilized world, when we see how
existing lawscan be violated, and how the organs of govern
ment, down to the gendarmes, may bully the electors with
impunity. (* That is not true.") A Parliament, whose majority
has come into being through bribery and violence, cannot
be a force for the safeguardingf the State. The President
of the House said in his opening speech, that Hungary- with
out parliamentarism is inconceivable. But parliamentarism
demands the free expression of the nation's will and not only
a parliamentary form which conceals absolutism.

Zol tUgran. i How can one produce such common
place®

B. Rakovszky.i When the Government corrupts the election
by bribery, it brings public morality to the scaffold, weakens
us abroad and drains our blood at home, because it does
not rest on the true opinions of the nation. .."
fe At the close of his speech MR § k o v sritidisgd the
passage in the Speech from the Throne, which expressed the
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Crown's satisfaction at the result of the elections. "This

passage drags the person of the King intotypatrife, and

the Government treats the Crown as though it could be used
for canvassing purposes. . . . The speaker is convinced
that the King, if he had known of the unqualifiable electoral

abuses of the Government, would never have accepted this
passag. . .."

The next speaker, Stephedz a (M.P. for Na g y aahd§ d
himself a Magyar peasant and village mayor), refers to electoral
abuses, and maintains that cases of money bribes are openly
admitted. " The equivalent of this money will have to be
paid dearby the nation. . . . These violations of the law
by officials . . .

Julius Muzslayi Have them put in prisdn

S. Sz al- Al electoral abuses committed positively -en
danger the future of the nation, because they show Vienna
how it has to treat Hunggar

Baron Podmaniczkyi Yes, if the Coalition still existed.
(Great uproar.)

SamueBakonyi.i It is infamous to talk like that."

StephenS z a bventually read the Address of the Indepen
dent Agrarian Left, which among other things demands- Uni
versal Siffrage and describes the result of the elections as illegal,
because they were carried through by bribery and intimidation.
After the pause Ernest s e r (m8nlparty Kossuthist)" gave
details as to electoral abuses and bribery in his constituency,
Sziksz ,and began with his own case, having, he alleged,
been offered30,000 crowns if he would withdraw from his
candidature. He produced a document in which a certain
Reichmann inthe commune of Derencs promises to thirteen
electors418 crowns for a day's wkrand driving, if they vote
for B®I a D tNoiseaand disturbance.) These elections
were a disgrace (loud applause on the Left), and every one who
gained possession of a mandate by forcible means must be
ashamed of himself."

MONDAY, JULY II.

El e m®rly (Rangastyz Independent) declared thatin
view of the fact that the majority owed its existence to the
negation of every parliamentary principle, to elections in which
every member of the Opposition was an outlaw, every one
must feel doubts as to wheth parliamentary activity means
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an increase in our happiness or service in the development of
our liberties. . ."

TheodoreMi h §Rregident of the Party of the Nationalities),
in introducing the Address of his party, not unnaturally
dwelt upon the monstrous illegalities employed to prevent
his Roumanian colleagues' election. At the same time he
discussed in considerable detail the grievances of the- Non
Magyar races in general, and thus led to a two days' debate
on the racial question in Hungary,ethmain feature of which
was a brilliant, but highly reactionary speech by Count Stephen
Tisza, who advocated even greater severity towards the- Non
Magyar leaders than had hitherto been employed (S€k8§).
As however my object in reproducing the parkatary
debates is to show to my readers the Magyar attitude towards
electoral abuses committed iMagyar constituencies, | have
omitted the speeches of Coumisza and others on the racial
guestion, and therefore also that of DA.i h §Il shall how
everreturn to them in another place (see p7-90), since they
throw a most interesting light upon the attitude of the dominant
Magyar caste towardsthe subject races."

JuLy 12.

Samuel Bakonyi also referred to electoral abuses. "He
read out an electoral pert (Wahlprotokoll), according to
which two electors in Debreczen wanted to record their votes
for the Government candidate, on condition that they received
the promised50 crowns. That is the scalled Liberal policy,
which here in the House conflicts tvithe democratic demand
of Universal Suffrage.” He then proceeded to illustrate the
extent of his own democratic feelings by arguing that reform
on a basis of the existing electoral distribution would bring
over 100 representatives of the nationalitiestointhe House,
but that this" could be completely prevented by a radical
electoral reform..."

JuLy 13.

DesideriusP o | - nh y'.i... At the recent elections the old
Habsburgpolicy has been enforced, to win power in Hungary
by money and corruption. The ornment appointed a state
official to conduct the elections, and he quite openly adminis
tered a central Chest. But a state official can legally only
administer public money. We shall demand public account
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of these monies...." (He was afterwardscalled to order
for a vulgar impertinence directed against the person of Count
Tisza.)

SigismundV § r anthiptains a debate on the Address to be
altogether barren, and finds it hard to believe that the
Opposition consider hackneyed complaints about elgctor
corruption to be their highest function as popular representa
tives. After a lengthy defence of the Liberal Party against
Apponyi andB a t t hlye8retned to the subject of electoral
abuses.” He would not deny that such had occurred, but
they cannotbe ascribed to the Government and its party.
(Protest.) It must not be forgotten that we are Hungarians,
that electoral abuses reach far back in Hungarian history,
that Szilagyi also committed an electoral abuse with #&000
men on the ice of the Daneb (Applause and laughter on
Right.) Think too of Deak's election Aala.

D.P o | -inlyenad that differently.

S.V8r aid ye can all read, the only difference is that
not everyone can understand what he reads. (Great laughter
on Right.) Electoralabuses are for centuries past a continual
fault of all parties.

JuliusGy °fyrif A disgraceful confession.

S. V8 r aid ywhat is disgraceful is that such expressions
should be used in Parliament . . . (continuing) he declares
that he wishedo insult no one, but merely to point out that
electoral abuses, if they really occurred, were committed by
all parties, so that they have nothing to reproach each.other
with.  (Loud applause on Rightoise on Left.)

Lad. Me s ki - Did we too have a Party Chest, lomdef?

(" Of course.")

S. Varady.i The Party of Work never greeted its oppo
nent with stones, and did not introduce the institution of
rotten eggs at elections. (Laughter and applause.) The
bells which never ceased during the speeches of the candidates
were not for church services, but for the speakers of the Party
of Work; incendiarism, which was never so frequent as now,
was directed almost exclusively against supporters of the
Party of Work, just as all injured persons, at any rate in his
own constitency, unfortunately belonged to his party. Gom
plaints were made of the terrorism of the administration,,
whereas the speaker had convinced himself that very
many officials worked against the Government and for the
Opposition.
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As for cases of briberyhe bade each individual deputy
to examine himself, and each will admit that these abuses
occurred in every party. (Loud protests on feépproval
on Right.) It was high time that the Opposition stopped
dragging out electoral abuses. These abuses wermittedd
to the Curia at the wish of the Opposition, which declared the
House to be unqualified to discuss them. So the Opposition
should stop wasting the House's time with the discussion
of these questions. As to the causes of abuses, the member
for Debrecen involuntarily supplied information when he
set them down as the poverty and lack of education of the
people. That is the real cause, and so long as the people is
uncultivated and poor, there will always be electoral abuses....
At the close of his speecti § r awvdsygreeted by loud applause
and cries of" Elijen " from the Right, and received the
congratulations of many deputies.

JuLy 14.
SamuelKelemen.i . . . With troops and gendarmes public
opinion can be suppressed but never convinced."

JuLy 15.

Chales Hu s zi8 rThe Premier's opportunity came in the
party strife inside the Coalition. Success was only possible
through the elections whose witnesses we were. Alexander
Jeszenszkywas right in his dictum " There is no castle
which cannot be taken by @onkey laden with gold." (Laugh
ter. " When and where did he say that) An educated
class without backbone and a hungry people could not resist
the influence exercised by factories, banks and demesnes, by
bribery and feasting.

Baron Podmaniczky. Didn't you also give drinks

C. Hu s zi18 rNo. The speaker suggests to his interrupter
that the electoral accounts should be publishé@reat
amusement.) The unexpected victory of the Government
is to be ascribed to the deadening of the popular consessisn
by money and drink. Besides this there were honours and
favours of all kinds, and the tricks of the administrative
officials. And yet the Premier maintained in an interview,
in the Fremdenblatt>® that the victory was a victory not
only of the Dualis principle but also of sound commonsense
and culture. But the members of the majority confess to

**The official Viennese organ of the Austriungarian Foreign Office
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each other that their success was not a victory of Dualism
but of Judas moneynd alcohol.

Alois Rudnay. i We will talk of your abuses, tdo

C. Hu s zi8 rlf. there is any one here who possesses an
usurped mandate, it is Mr. Alois Rudr#y.(Great noise.

" Order." Hus zi§ rcalled to order.) But that power
which was acquired bycorruption is merely delusive and
temporary, seems to be realised by Count Stepfisma, who
warned against too much joy over the first success. And he
is right for there is no proper contact between the people
and this majority. The speaker then potht®ut that the
proposed revival of the name ¢f Liberal Party" had been
rejected before the elections by the Government's supporters,
which showed them not to be enthusiastic Liberasad in

any case Liberalism had done nothing against usury and
dishonst competition. After thirtyeight years' Liberal rule
the number of illiterates in Hungary was oV per cent. . . .
The educated classes have totally neglected the people. . . .
In social matters not even the question of chilwtk has been
regulategl there is no protection against overworkinthere

are factories and businesses in which the workmen have to
work fourteen to twentjour hours on end. . . . The speaker
continues to address an almost empty House, the Right
having gone out. He refers to tHack of doctors, chemists
and hospitals throughout the country, and 04€000 idiots

and persons of weak mind are totally uncared for, etc..". .
After Hu s z Blgis, Rudnay speaks" | should not have
spoken if the reproach had not been made againstthaie

| am usurping the mandate of Privigye. (Noise.)

Geo. Sz mr e cis 8liniy a piece of impudence to come
here at all. (Great noise. Cries Of Order." The members
of the majority spring up excitedly from their seats.) Don't
shout. We won't letwselves be terrorised.

Julius Justhi You terrorise. We won't submit to that.

A. Rudnay. i My mandate has been challenge8ub
judice lis est.Hence | can only qualify the invectives [which
were raised against the legality of my election, as amatte
to address the people at home. | can understand the
excitement of the People's Party, for through my election
one of their most valued members is excluded from the House.
(Noise among the People's Party.)

62 See pp77-9. Petition against Rudyaelection.



52

C. Hu s zi§ One worth far more to Catholicism than you.
(Great noise. President rings his belR)

A. Rudnay.i Hitherto only the Party of Work has been
charged with electoral abuses. | will try to supply some
facts regarding theabuses of the Opposition, especially of
the People's Party, to show how they give expression to the
people's will.

G.S z mr e cisV@erang really curious to hear them.

A. Rudnay.i | was not prepared to speak hereday, so
that | cannot prove with doments the methods employed
by the People's Party. (Great noise.)

C.Hu s z 8Why do you speak, thén

G.Sz mr e cisSg down. . We want proofs. (Noise.)

A. Rudnay.i | would only ask you to take up the Christian
Socialist papers, which are aassible to every ongSzmree
s 8§nl iYou are angry at them because you are not praised
there.) The GermanChristlichsoziales Volksblattsays of
the new House'In the prison of lliava there are not so
many criminals as in the Hungarian Parliament aughter.)

It is hard to describe the methods employed in my constitu
ency | will only give a few special instances. A fortnight
before the election five persons came to my sacristy for con
fession. Four confessed, the fifth would not come, and when
| asked why, he said he wanted to confess to the curate. . . .
Finally, he admitted to me, with tears, that the clergy of the
People's Party had told him that absolution given by me
was invalid. (Great noise on Right. Scandalous,™ Incre
dible.")

Szm e ¢ s 8 Nwyserymaid tales. Not a word of truth.

Hu s Z Sairy tales. (Tremendous noise.)

A. Rudnay.i In Handlova, where | appeared with the
provost's cross, | was met by a gang of people carrying on a
staff an obscene drawing with thenlelem of the Redemption
in the middle.  (Noise, and cries of disgust.)

Stephen Hollerl One doesn't go canvassing with a provost's
cross. (Noise. President rings his bell.)

A. Rudnay.i In another commune the priest, whom | got
appointed, agitad against me with the catchwords that, if
the electors voted for me, serfage would be brought in again,
the church closed and the marriage institution abolished.
(Stormy protest on Left. Several members of the People's
Party shout and bang their desks.lleta " That has always
been said for fifteen years.") A priest called Klinger made a
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speech to the people before the church. Knowing that many
electors had already promised to vote for me (Crled~or
how mucl? ") . . . he begged them on his kagewith tears

in his eyes, not to vote for me. He said, "Go to the church
yard, dig up the bones of your parents, tear the crucifix from
their hands and spit upon the cross, if you are capable of
voting for Rudnay." Is this kind of thing allowaBlel
wont trouble the House further with these tasteless things
| only ask if it is permitted to play upon the people's religious
feelings by such mea®s (Great noise.)

C. Hu s zi8 rYou are a priest who agitate against Ghris
tianity. Shame. (Noise.)

Szmres 8§ n'y i What about the400 electors who were not
allowed to vote@

The remainder of Rudnay's speech was an apology for the
policy of the Liberal party and its promised reforms. While
charging the People's Party with exploiting the religious
feelings of te people for political purposes, he made no
attempt whatever to answer the accusation that he himself
owed his seat to monstrous corruption.
JuLy 16.

Stephen Cs. PopgRoumanian) dealt in a lengthy speech
with Count Tisza's speech on the racial questioa (ge1846),
and then turned to the electoral abuses. As Rbster Lloyd
elegantly puts it" For hours he told stale old tales of horror
about electoral excesses and illegalities of the administration,"
until, at 1 p.m., " having drunk three glasses efater and
filled three handkerchiefs with sweat and crocodile tears,"
he made way for the former Und8ecretary for Agriculture.
When a reputable Government organ can write in such a
strain, it can be imagined how less moderate and respectable
newspapertreat the opinions of the Nevlagyar leaders.

Mr. Pop said " Many candidates of the majority were
hardly in their constituencies.

Aurelius F° r sit evtany would not have been elected if
their photographs had been sent to their constituencies.

Stephen Popmakes a violent attack on the outrages of
the s z - i ga(@pplauses on Left.) The interference of
the gendarmerie in the electoral campaign has no parallel
(approval on Left), and tends to injure their reputation and
make of them enemies of the peopléeTspeaker was himself,
when already elected as member, abused by the gendarmes
and deprived of his rights.
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Sz mr e cis Bhe yacial question cannot be solved by such
outrages. For that matter the same was done to us.

Julius Justhi That wa done everywhere.

Stephen Pop declared that he would bear the consequences,
if it could be proved that during the campaign he had on
any single occasion agitated against the Hungarian State.
And yet he was haled from one place to another under gendar
merie escort. (Great noise. President rings.) All that only
happened in constituencies where the candidates of the -nation
alities stood against Government candidates. In consti
tuencies where the nationalities fought against the Justh
party, the gendarmeriedid not interfere. (Great noise.)
The speaker describes further excesses of the authorities and
the gendarmes.

G. Sz mr e cis 8frhg says that at any election meeting,
he is put in prison.

Louis llosvayi Serve him right, too

Stephen Popi At the elections the gendarmerporal was
the great man. The gendarmes have no numbers, they can
do what they pleaseone can never find out which of them
has done a thing. (Laughter on Right.)

Sz mr e cisDomitjaugh thatis all true.

St. Pop.i  Open Absolutism is far better than these lament
able conditions.

JohnMo | ni8That is what we have said a hundred times.

St. Pop.T Severe punishment of such abuses is worth far
more than many such speeches as Count Tiszd's. . .

Juys 6 (afternoon).

B®l a Me z° s s exSécketary ofultate), after criti
cising Count Tisza's speech and the prospects of Dualism,
continued " . . . The deputy Sigismund Varady, who is-un
guestionably gifted, seems to have a large clientele inir@im
cases, for his moral attitude fully coincides with that of his
clients. The chief part of his speech was devoted to proving that
bribery in Hungary is really an accepted constitutional method.
(Protest.) The speaker told holye § ik ,1848, replied to an
interpellation dealing with a case of electoral abuse, that the
Government had not set up a single candidate and had +ecom
mended nobody.

Peter Ertseyi The Coalition simply nominated the deputies
Francis Kossuth himself reproached many of them with
having received their mandates from him.  (Noise.)

B. Me z © § s francis D e §drgued that the Government
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did not require an artificialymnade majority. The national
will must express itself freely, for that alone can form the
true basis for G@Gvernment activity. As for the Coalition
elections, the national will did express itself freely then
and the best proof is that of the gentlemen of the present
majority not one was elected. (Protest and laughter.) The
speaker cited several petitions frofarmer times, by. which
mandates were annulled for bribery. Those were idyllic
times, compared to the abuses, bribery and intimidation of
the recent elections.

W. S ¢ meig iln. every constituency hundreds of thousands
were paid out.

B. Me z ° § shor half a year the nation was doctored up
(for the elections), and during that time towns and villages
were simply turned into inns. The speaker declared that
he regards Mr. Pop's statements regarding abuses by the
authorities as true. And after such a campaipe Premier
declared to the correspondent of a foreign paper that these
elections had an ennobling effect upon morality. (Voice
on Left " What cynicisth ") The speaker did not envy
the Premier his judgment, his views on morality or his good
taste. It is we the Premier long lived close to the Orient,
and brought from there his ideas of morality and good taste.
Yet there is no doubt that this electoral campaign has done
great harm to public morality in Hungary, and that many
years must pass before it can imade good. That the Premier
does not mind this is easily understood, for his first political
task in Hungary was begun with similar weapons. But we
will never forget it and will sour his eternal smile’

JuLy 18.

GeorgeS z mr e c ® §he yourse of ki speech, said that
what occurred in the county of r e n omas®characteristic
for the elections as a whole. There the elections have no
mere local importance for the political opinions which
emanate from there set the tone for all North Hungary . . .
which learns that electoral abuses may not merely be committed
with impunity, but that they are far rather rewarded. This
was the case at the&f n fJésyenszkyelections in 1896.

In Csacza, for instance, the returning officer declared on the
polling day thattwo candidates had been notified, the one
he knew personally, the other not, and as the identity of the
second was not proved, the returning officer rejected his
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candidature and announced the unanimous return of the
other candidate. TheseB § n-fldsBnszky elections were
typical of this time too. (JohmRichter.i You had your share
in them.) At that time | could merely have been present
as onlooker but the interrupter agitated for the People's
Party. |am glad that | no longer see him in thigypar

The High Sheriff Szalavszky, who arranged all these abuses
with the Minister of the Interior, Desiderius Perczel, was
then honoured with the Order of St. Stephen and the title
of a Privy Councillor. The little blackguards are left alone.
The great majaty of 327 deputies broke up after a year.
Now the game repeats itself. Immediately after the appoint
ment of AlexanderJeszenszkyas Under Secretary of State
and of Szalavszky as once more High Sheriff of e ncs ®n,
it was made clear to the deputies betCounty ofTr enc s ®n
by the county officials and administration that they had
nothing more to seek in this county and would not be elected.
The Party of National Work was organized in every district
by the officials, and the summons to join that party wetially
signed by the president of the District Court and five judges,
though this is illegal.... The speaker had already brought
interpellations on March21 on the subject of the abuses to
which he had been subjected as member of the People's Party.
The system introduced by Desiderius Perczel and the Liberal
Party in the county was revived.

D. Perczel.i That is not true. Thehon. member himself
showed great =zeal for the Liberal Party idi905.
John Hock. i He had to, for he wasszol gabzr -

Sz mr e ¢ x@itinying, admitted that in1905 he was
elected as a Liberal. But the Party of National Work refused
to accept the name of the Liberal Party. The national -resis
tance (19056) and the fiery ordeal of the last elections had
destroyed the last traces b&is adherence to that party. . . .
He complained that Dr. Kuthy, the judge against whom he
had demanded a disciplinary inquiry, had been promoted
by the Minister of Justice over the heads of fiibur other
judges. . . . The returning officers in most sfilencies

of North Hungary did executioner's servicghey took
upon themselves deliberately to falsify the results. Formerly
worthy and honourable men used to be appointed as returning
officers but this time, where necessary, political desperadoes
were appointed, who knowingly committed the greatest
blunders."
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After a pause, the president call&glz mr e c t® Sorder i
in a most dignified manner for his use of the wérdascals"
to describe absent perspnsand Sz mr e c sirB rsybi
mitting to his rulhg, claimed that he had no intention of
bringing the name of the High Sheriff Szalavszky into
connexion with the smaller fry to whom he had referredde
then went on to describe the election in Csacza, where a new
means of intimidation was employed. Thieontier police,
disguised as peasants, had to act as detectives and persecutors,
collect facts for possible petitions later on, and provoke dis
turbances at the meetings, so as to give a pretext for imposing
fines or arrest on the Opposition voters. Ti@pposition
candidate,E mi | GWas @atzthe, meetings not even allowed
to read out the law regarding electoral petitions, on the ground
that this was incitementwhile a notorious Socialist nationalist
agitator was free to scatter thousands of copies ki€s8k's
newspaper.

But not only the authorities, but also the candidate of
the Work Party, Baron LouisL ® v ainterfered with the
course of the election. In Csacza the post of public notary
was vacant. BaronL ® v gpnpmised this post by letter to
the advoate, Dr. JuliusEichenwald, if he would influence
the election in Baroh ® v daydurs and if he was elected.

Nicholas Zboray.i L ®v avgs elected, butEichenwald
was not appointed.

Szmr ecB §Bayom L ®v gpresumes to heap invective
on the rival past, though he has once already got into the
House in 1905 after one of the most scandalous elections.
His then opponent, Stephevii k 8ame to the polling place
with a large majority, but withdrew his candidature during
the poll.

J. Richter.7 Exactly wha happened to your own father at
Al s - k u@réahamusement.)

S z mr e cexcgedly riejoined that the honour of a dead man
is in question, that his party did not commit such abuses, and
that if Mr. Richtei ventured to maintain the contrary, he, the
spaker, can only express his contempt for him. (Called to order
by the President.) He then describes the electoral agitation in
various other districts. In one place the priest informed the
faithful in an address from the pulpit, that the Bishop bade
them vde for the Party of National Work . . . and those who
vote for the rival parties will be damned. Even the Jewish
Rabbis issued letters in the interests of the Work Party. He
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read out the soalled pastoral letter of the Rabbi Lazarus
Low in S8t a @ hwding ,the Jews to vote for Under
Secretary Kazy. The action in aid of the Ruthenes is described
as antSemitic, and Mr. Kazy is not to be blamed for it,
because he only acted at the King's command. (Cries:
" Where did you get that) In thePesti Hirlap.

He then dealt with the election &tRc s e ( L evnetes c ha u)
the People's Party had Dr. Micha&l ® m° ta8 rcandidate.
Here the returning officer arbitrarily delayed the close of the
poll for hours, till the High Sheriff succeeded in forcing the
officials to vote for the Government candidaed@d so got a
majority.

He then turned to the election'of Privigye, which he described
as an unparalleled visitation. Everything was quiet in the
district, yet three squadrons of hussars appeared to act as
bodyguard to Provost Alois Rudnay, the Governmeahdé
date.

George Rudnyanszky. That was when you began to throw
(stones).

Sz mr e cis § n.yWhen the authorities saw that pressure
was useless, the returning officer came upon the scene. :(Cries
Who was h& A certain Stephen Csemez, formerly chief
s z ol g anbw radmjnistrative gbetween. He committed
appalling illegalities.

C. Husz&r. i And then the people is to rely on law and
justice. (Laughter on Right.)

W. S ¢ meig These fellows must be put in prison. (Renewed
laughter.)

Count P.Batthy8 n ¥ . Do you laugh at such thingsThat
is frightful cynicism.

Sz mr e cis §at ytelling these things for funnot that
the majority may take its perverse pleasure in them,
but that they should amend their ways. Csemez's real
activity only began in thesvening, when he and his gallows'
assistant¥ (Great noise. President calls him to order.)

In the evening these people began. A subnotary, with approval
of the gendarmerie officer, decided who might enter the polling
station. (CountBat t hi 8§ bhopg live the Army. Great
noise.) Consequently, oR70 voters from the commune of
Handlova only150 were allowed to vote. When some people
remonstrated at not being admitted to vote, the returning
officer called out to the gendarme$ Knock the dogs down,

if they want to vote by force." ( Hu siz 8 That is law and
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justice.") The priest William Fegyveres, whose surname
was incorrectly inscribed on the voting roll, was addressed
by the returning officer with the words, Pig of a priest, you
want to svindle." (Great noise. Laughter on Right.)

John Justh.l You get into the House like that, and then
you grin over it. That's a filthy business. (Noise. -Pro
tests. " Order.")

CountP.B a t t hiyThat'sythe majority's moral basis'!

Szmres § n 'y i Of the electors of the People's Pal2p3
were rejected and thirty driven away, of the Government
electors only three were rejected. And yet Provost Rudnay
was only elected by a majority of thirgeven. ... Mr.
Rudnay has complained here of aiepr who is alleged to
have denied Rudnay's right of granting absolution. That
is a very grave chargeeither it is untrue or if true, why
did he not lodge a complaihtl know that he never com
plained of it to Bishop Radnai. Such behaviour is unworthy
of a deputy who is also Provost. Against the People's Party
it is further alleged that their leaders at elections tell the
people that if they vote for candidates of the Party of Work,
the time will come when churches will be turned into stores,
theatres andinns. The speaker openly admits that he has
said things of the kind. He points to the example of Paris,
where, in consequence of the rule of Freemasonry and- Radi
calism, Church property has been confiscated, Church money
seized and most of it stolen. Oof churches stores, theatres
and inns have been made. So that is no incitement of the
people, but merely a summary of facts. All these instances
prove that Universal, Equal and Secret Suffrage must be
introduced as soon as possible.

JuLy 19.

Henry B ® | defends the officials of T r e n caad® High
Sheriff Szalavszky against the charges Z mr ec stony i ,
he said, ought to know them better, having been member
for a T r e nonsit@ency for nearly four years. He also
defends the view that county officials eaffree to take part
in political meetings, except in direct connexion with elections,
and to express their political views like other citizens. The
Tr e n officRls he regards as attached to the law and as
the true leaders of the citizens, besides firfil an important
national and social mission among the Slovaks of the county.
" The High Sheriff Szalavszky is a distinguished personality,
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with rich gifts of mind, friendly and loyal to those to whom
he has attached himself."

Julius Na d § degaribe the abuses committed B8 r § nd
in the county of Bihar" The gendarmerie was guilty of great
excesses towards a peaceful population. Ten persons were
injured seriously, as is proved by the report drawn up. The
speaker complained to the Minister of thetehior. The
inquiry was slackly conducted, and the injured persons were
forced to sign statements, while the speaker was informed that
his charges did not tally with the facts in these statements.
He then violently attacked the authorities in a newspaper,
but no action was brought against him, because every one
in the county knows that the charges are true. The injured
persons were after the elections sentenced to fines.

John Richter began his speech by an apology for his remark
on the previous day regarginthe deputySz mr ecs8nyi '
father, who as High Sheriff of r vhad been highly respected.
He had meant to allude to the notoriolisa r n -eledign
in Nyitra; Parliament was obliged to send a commission
with GeorgeS z mr e c seBior,ydt ,jts head, and Heund
no fault with this election, which was so notorious throughout
the country.

Richter then polemised against the People's Party and
Sz mr e c widseyelection as a Liberal ih905, according
to his own admission, cos#48,000 crowns. (Stephen Haller
" What hasy our election cos2 ") . . . In his own constituency
the People's Party waste®D,000 crowns. (Cries " Is water
so expensive ") For months all the electors of certain
communes were drunkn Turdosin alone, where the People's
Party had ninetee electors,1,600 crowns were paid for drink,
and the priest shared in the revels. If the People's Party
talks of official pressure, the speaker can also say something
on that head, for he had to fight against the former High Sheriff
Bulla, of the People'sParty, who before he resigned made
all the administrative officials give their word to vote for
the People's Party. Several notaries illtreated the speaker's
adherents, and wanted to prevent him from giving his addresses.
The county judge, Antony Bulla,aovassed with loaded rifle
in Beszterczebanya for the People's Party and terrorized
the electors.

The deputyHu s zh8d called out to the deputy Rudnay
that he usurped his mandatbut Hu s zhfinself owed his
mandate to an usurpation. He dro@t t o erFottr of t
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S 8§ r \bg giving himself out as the official candidate from
headquarters and collecting signatures in his own favour,
though sent to prepare the ground fér° r s Atehead
qguarters he used the signatures as a proof that the constituency
wanted him. . . . The worst electoral abuses of the People's
Party occurred aCsorna,at the election of Stephen Rakevs
zky. The speaker quotes from the petition against this- elec
tion; the party of Cziraky (National Work) was abused as
a Jewish party. Je dogs, stinking Jews, party of scoundrels
are mild expressions for the People's Party. . . . The people
were urged not to let the Jews rob them of faith and Church,
and told that the Jews are destroying marriage, want every
man to have six wives, and arall scoundrels. (Haller

" That is an infamy. That was not said.") He then quoted
from the electoral speeches of Steplerg k o v Farrkeyly,

said R § k o v sthere ywere" House Jews,” now there are
House Christiansand when one sees that the young Count
Cziraky goes about under the emblem of two wouh shoes
and an empty pot, one must assume that he has become a
House Jew. (Here Haller, the only member of the People's
Party present, leaves the House amid derisive cries.).". .
The remainder ofRichters speech consisted of an attack
on the fanaticism, terrorism and calumnies of the People's
Party. The JewishPester Lloydnot unnaturally gives great pro
minence tdRichters castigatiorof that party's antSemitism.

JuLy 20.

Julius Justh (President of tb House, 1904909, and now
leader of the Party of Independencé). "A speaker of the
majority has described the debate on the Address as useless. . .
| admit that in states where the sovereignty of the people
is in full force . . . that debate is of naregt importance.

But with us, where the parliamentary form of government
lies almost utterly in ruins since the last elections (loud
applause on Left), where the sovereignty of the people is a
mere meaningless phrase, where our complaints and grievances
cry to heaven, where every interest of state and nation
is subordinated to the idea of the unitary Monarchy, the
great importance of the debate on the Address cannot be
contested. . . . Especially not now, after these frightful
elections. . . . The dissoloti of the House is hedged
round by laws, and the provisions of these laws were-com
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pletely ignored.... Against the will of the House an appeal
was made to the will of the nation. We could reasonably
expect that illegal methods would be avoidell along the
line, so that the will of the Hungarian nation could be freely
expressed. . . . But the most illegal methods were employed
at the elections. . . . The Party of Independence has un
happily suffered a severe defeat one cannot be suriged
after such illegalities. . .. The Government's victory is
not a victory of principles, but of brute force and of corruption.
The electors were regaled with food and drink, and it is no
excuse that the same thing happened on this side tod®hat
would be as if a man charged with theft put forward the defence
that X andY had also stolen. Our constitutional freedom
was trodden under foot for months there were communes
and districts where the electors lay drunk on the street (Szmrec
s§8 n:y i That is true I've seen it) and voted in a drunken
condition.” (Cries: "When?")

Zo | YeBmesi ForinstanceitGal 8§nt a.

Szmrec8nyi, T In Nagyszombatthe people are still drunk.

Julius Justh.i | will produce evidence. lts no excuse
for the other side, if a case occurredGma | 8toot a There
was bribery in the streets. There were threats and promises.
Inn licences and tobacconist concessions were withdrawn and
accorded. Officials were transferred. . .. Ttleoslmasters,
railwvaymen, secondary school professors, and officials of all
ranks were exposed to unexampled pressure.  (CriedVvell,
they voted for the Opposition tbd') Some did, but the
great mass voted against the Party of Independence, becaus
their existence was endangered. (Prolonged noise on Right.)
When all that was not enough, then came the gendarme, military
force, and finally the returning officer, who simply ejected
the representatives( Ver t r a u e rok mthe nOppositipn
(Cries  "In Zombor"™) and prevented Opposition voters
from voting.  Then as many opposition voters were rejected
as were needed to secure a majority for the Government
candidate. (Cries" Wher&" Sz mr e d sA8 nBrivigye,
at Nagyt anp al £rsge k Y4] Kl§these) violations of
the law took place with the knowledge of the High Sheriffs.
(Cries on the Right: "That happened under the Coalition
too.")

Count Albert Apponyii There we protest. Never (Pro
test on Right.)

Julius Justh.i One can reproach the Coalition with many
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things, but not with using violence and corruption at elecfions.

Zol tUgron. i One could make a regular museum of
Coalition abuses.

Julius Justh now offers to produce proofs. kno m§ r o m,
five days before the election a telegram was stuck up, to the
following effect "To the Mayor of Ko m8 r d nmhave
granted the inhabitants d o m§ r exemption from tolls on
the Elizabeth Bridge of the Danube. For the Ministier
UnderSecretary K 8 | m§ n(Latighter.) "Citizens!  This
we owe to our candidate Emeri€hz i v 8 k . "

In Paksthe Government candidate was Ferdinand Niesergall.
Before the election he wanted to put the matter of his pension
in order. The county committee credited him with ten years'
service The tax official, LouisS z a appealed against this
resolution and was therefore transferredZsmmbolya.

In Ma k the speaker's rival engaged an inn, where his- elec
tors could eat and drink as much as they pleased, and when it
came to paying, thevaiter called into the bar that the party
funds would stand the cost. IMa k still worse happened.

A teacher in a state elementary school called Jod¢ph®k i ,
because he is an adherent of the Independent Party, was, at
the instance of the High Sheriff andthout the school inspec

tor of Ma k being consulted, transferred to a place where
there was no vacangyso that there were two teachers there,
while the school atMa k had to be closed owing to lack of

a gualified teacherNy ® kaving nothing to dotook leave

and came toMa k on the day before the election.; Hardly
had this been announced to the High Sheriff, than he telegraphed
to the Ministry of Education requesting th&y ®sk leave
should be stopped. The High Sheriff went still further,
and T once more without consulting the school inspector
commissioned the sthspector to travel through the county
and induce the schoolmasters everywhere to vote for the
Government candidate.

At Szabadkaa railway official was transferred because he
refusedto remove the flag of the Independent candidate.

* Here unhappily Mr. Justh is wrong. The elections \6fe r b -
and Szenicz irn905 (see pp.16-19) were among the worst on record.
But the elections 01906 as a whole were purity itself, when compared

with those 0f1896, and these latter have been.utterly eclipsed by those
of 1910.

* At Hungarian elections it is customary for electors to hoist a
Hungarian tricolour, inscribed with the name of the candidate whom
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In Eger secondary school professors, avltanvassed for the
Government, called the parents of their pupils to them and
informed them that their children would fail in their examina
tions, if the parents did not vote for the Government.

Mr. Justh then described the electionNra g y i Whlere wq
rival candidates of the Government party opposed each other,
one belonging to theTisza fraction, the other to the Khuen
fraction. The High Sheriff sided with the Khuen candidate,
who had a majority of the electorand yet theTisza candi
date was elded (stormy laughter on Left), because the return
ing officer would not let the Khuen supporters come to the
poll. (Prolonged laughter on Right, in which the Premier
himself joins.)

Emerich Montbach(springing up excitedly).i That is a
lie. (Prolonged tumult, during which Montbach is called
to order.)

Julius Justh(continuing).© In SzolnokDoboka the Opposi
tion electors were prevented from recording their votes. In
Ma r g obrt the8two days before the election a regular reign
of terror prevailed. Theraffic was closed for the Independent
electors.

Count Albert Aponyi. i One might not even go into the
neighbouring parish.

Julius Justh.i  That cannot be laughed away. (Noise on
Right.) If you go on in this way, there is a most gloomy
perspective forHungary's freedom and independence. (Count
Apponyi " That is so0.") InMa k the persecution of the
electors of the Independent Party is still continuedday.

In Ber et t ythe¥chiéf adbacconist was deprived of his
concession. In the district ofemes ® k tBes tenants on the
state lands were threatened with the loss of their tenancies
if they did not vote for the Government candidate. (Protest.)
The speaker reads aloud an instruction of the estate office in
Arad regarding this matter about thirtyeight tenants who
had voted for the Independent candidate lost their tenancies.

The speaker then read out instructions sent round to the
gendarmerie patrols. It saysif canvassers of the Govern
ment candidate request the intervention of the patrol, this is
to be ordered at once. (Cries:That is quite in order.") The
closing hours of the inns are to be strictly supervised.- (Ap
plause.) Quiet and order are to be maintained. @ The safety

they support, outside their house. The law permits the candidates
to present such flags to their adherddi®9,xv. A 9 ) .
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of the persons and property of electors of the Government
candidate are to be defended. (Cty Why is a distinction
made® ") The complaint had been made continue the
instructions i that the @ndarmerie quietly puts up with
the abuses committed by the Opposition candidate and his
canvassers, and their terrorism, and that the counteraction
which the law prescribes has not been undertaken. The
gendarmerie is therefore ordered to employ everyubhwieans

for checking the Opposition's abuses and terrorism &od
supporting the Government candidate(Laughter on Left
applause on Right.)

The speaker then read out the welbwn resolution of the
county committees of MareBorda and Sz i | 8xgrgsing
their regret that on the eve of the elections the High Sheriff
in the interests of the Government has exercised pressure
on the political attitude of the public officials armimp | oy ®s .
The Sz i | ®uty committee also espoused the complaint
of the reurning officer of T a s n&ccbrding to which the
commander of the troops refused to obey the returning officer.
This he had no right to daoat the elections the whole armed
force is under the returning officer's control.

The speaker wishes to give an armste how the Government
only let the Opposition feel its punishing hand. Amad the
editor of Ar adi K Jogeph°Stayber, wasennobled. It
may be a coincidence, but it certainly occurred at the elections,
and Stauberand his paper had done all in thpiower to secure
Count Stephen Tisza's victory. It is curious that tBimuber
shortly beforehand was sentenced to arrest, and a fine for
slander and insuyltthis punishment was however commuted
before the elections.

I will not continue. | only wanted ta@ive a sample of all
the various kinds of electoral abuses, so that every one can see
what a civilizing event (Culturereigniss) the victory of the
Government party is. (Sensation.) But by creating a majority,
which, in order to restore the shattered haryndmetween
nation and crown, proclaims the policy of renunciation and
blind submission to the will of the Crown, the Government
is serving the interests not of Hungary but of Austria. (Strong
protest on Right.) . . . Can we hope for any progress if
in this House a majority has scraped itself together (sensation
and noise), whose device is renunciation and which only
respects the will of the CrowWr{Sensation.)

Electoral abuses can only be cured by the introduction
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of Universal Equal and Secret Suffrageith voting in each
commune. The supremacy of the Magyar race is not thereby
endangered, for that rests on the strength and culture of this
people (sensation and noise on Right), not on force and ille
gality. May God protect the country from having thiecdons
conducted then by the same elements as have them in their
hands teday. For then it would be simpler to pass a law,
that the deputies should be nominated by the High Sheriffs.

The majority wishes peace, and we wish it too. But clumsy
Government masures and tyranny can only make a rotten
peace. Peace will only come when the rule of truth is restored.

" Emerich Montbach asserts that the facts adduced by Mr.
Justh regarding the election ®dda g y i &é simdply untrue.
The speaker obtaine®45 votes ait of 830, and his rival only
8. He did not know the returning officer.

Julius Justh points out that Mr. Montbach had not denied
his main charge, that the electors of the rival candidate were
not admitted to the poll."

JuLy 21.

Towards the close of theebate, the Premier, Count Khuen
H®d e r defvergd, a lengthy speech dealing with the policy
of the Government. After prolix but extremely vague refer
ences to the need of electoral reform, he at length turned to
the question of electoral abuses.This has cost the House
a great deal of time, owing to the enumeration of very -nter
esting incidents, which my honourable colleagues mentioned
partly to shake the belief in the legality of the method by
which a majority was secured, and partly to prove fpssite.
Ever since there have been such things as elections, such com
plaints have occurred and always will occur, and this question
will never go out of fashion.

SamueKelemeni UnderS z I®there were no complaints.

CountKhuenH e d e r v $hatytime64 petitions were lodged.

. . . | repeat that it always was so, is, and always will aed

it is regrettable that this should be the ¢aket it is not a
phenomenon peculiar to our country and nation, that we
should meet with such complaints befoand after elections.

In every country we find almost the same charges and criticisms
(protest on Left) as were produced here. By debating these
things here, we shall not stem their course, since the House
is not competent. The House has itself passeldw as to

Spremier,18991903,
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who shall judge these abuses. | myself admit that these
guestions require a judge, that no one can approve such events,
and | am the last who would ever approve or conceal abuses.

But unfortunately abuses cannot bevoaded. When it is
a question of the exercise of political rights, we can observe
in the life of the nation, that in no province is the inventive
talent of the human genius so highly developed as in evading
the legal provisions which deal with abuses (Gremise.
Cries " We have seen that. The greatest geniuslaszen
szky ") and consequently it has hitherto nowhere been
found possible to create such restrictive laws as would exclude
abuses. Since, however, | have to deal wdtrarges of so
general a baracter (sic),and since on the one hand it is said
that every instrument of the power of the state was employed
to decide the elections in favour of the present majority, that
the telephone was in continual use between the High Sheriffs,
the candidates ral the constituencies, that the officials were
terrorized by threats of the endless consequences of not voting
for the Government (great noisephen | must simply reply
to this, that | believe the gentlemen who make these assertions
to be greatly exaggding. It was not these incidents but quite
other reasons . . . which decided the issue of the elections.

Among other things it was also asserted that money played
its part, that the administration had a distinguished share
in securing this result, that thdigh Sheriffs did nothing else
but supervise the election in every point. Yes, this last
assertion there is some truth(Great noise.) Count Paul
Batt hyYowmyonfess it." Uproar; President rings his
bell.) | believe that the former Government, tHermer
majority, did not change the High Sheriffs (great amusement
and applause on Right) with the object merely of ensuring
and improving the administration, but owing to the same
tendency which influenced us in filing those posts.very
rightly wanted to create supporters of its political aim3.he
High Sheriffs are openly in the sense of the law the confidants
of the Governmenthence it cannot be denied that they have
a certain function in this direction. But though the High
Sheriffs have in this reect supported the Governmeit for
we expected this of them vyet the verdict on the lengths to
which they have gone in this direction has its limits, and
these are the maintenance of the laws, and at the same time
satisfying of political interests. (Agause.) If they kept
to these limits, then no one has committed any fault, and we
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cannot be reproached with anythiihg the more so since what
happened at the elections d4©06 has not occurred at the
present elections, that individual Governmentdésa i [The

remainder of the sentence was drowned in uproar, but Count
KhuenH ® d e r a8 referred to the Coalition leaders' prac
tice of sending down nominees to the constituencies.]- (Up
roar. Eitner calls out the name of Szilassy.)

Zol tSglasy. 1 | got no recommendation. (Prolonged
uproar. Cries on Right" You were nominated." P¥o
tests on Left. President rings his bell and requests Mr. Eitner
"to makeless frequeninterruptions.")

Count KhuenH®d e r {c@ntinying) i which happened
every day then. | certainly do not wish to reckon that as
a special sin, but it is a fact that the candidates went from
house to house with letters from Cabinet Ministers. (Noise.)

. | think that we have certainly not deserved the reproach
of abuses in thigirection, from those who would perhaps in
their day have met with the same reproach from the other
side.

Count Albert Aponyi.i No. Never.

AlexanderG § I What have the elections c8st

Aurelius F° r sit @édave you come for your own morfey
(Noise)

CountKhuenH ®d e r ¥ 8 think, gentlemen, it is best not
to touch upon this question any furthgt.aughter on Right.)
We cannot decide it by a resolution. We shall never reach
agreement as to when greater or lesser abuses were committed.
That is thejudge's business. Let us submit to his decision.
Meanwhile, | am of opinion that in a given situation it is far
more patriotic to admit their consequences than to cast the
blame for our evil fortune upon others, and to seek its causes else
where. Evelin my own political practice it has occurréd

Sigismund Eitnefi In Croatia you had a great practi@e.

CountKhuenH ® d e r -v-8thay when after successful elec
tions the Diet meti for | really am speaking of Croatia a
member, in my opinion aeal patriot but my inflexible political
enemyi gave the following declaration in a sitting of the Diet
" Let us put aside these complaints, let us recognize that the
nation has turned against us, for by omitting that, we in no way
renounce the effort taealize our principles. We do not give
them up, but we admit that the nation does not at present

% A reference to the notorious Khuen® g i under, which Croatia
groaned for twenty years (188303).
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wish their enforcemeht That is a patriotic attitde, which
does not preclude those who areday in the minority from
some day forming the majority."

I have hitherto carefully refrained from all comment upon
these astonishing debates. But | think that the reader will
already have reached the corsttin that for cynical indiffer
ence to the elements of political morality the speech of the
Hungarian Premier is not easily matched. Politics are a
filthy game,” he seems to say why should we alone be
expected to have clean handsVhen the Premietakes up
such an attitude, it would perhaps be unreasonable to expect
too high a moral tone from his followers. But the indulgence
shown by Parliament itself towards electoral corruption is
one of the most depressing proofs of the complete decay of
political morality in Hungary since the great days of Francis
De 8§ k proves abuses to be so widespread that any attempt
to punish even the worst of them would involve the unseating
of an alarming proportion of the sitting members. As Mr.
V § r acdugstically obswed in the House, if every member
were to examine himself, he would have to admit that abuses
were common to every party. A Parliament of which this
could be said by a member of the majority, amid the approval
of his own party, stands selbndemned in # face of Europe.
Indeed, not even the most confirmed optimist has the right
to expect any genuine measure of electoral reform from a
Parliament whose origin is so highly questionable. The
new majority is likely to succumb to the same process of
political dry rot as proved fatal to its predecessor. Count
KhuenH ® d e r we@erignéns is the last stake of a desperate
gambler if it should fail, the dominant caste will lose its last
prospect of stemming the tide of democratic progress, of
prolonging the old sstem of corruption and monopoly. Re
form may, it is true, be delayed for a few years, but only in
so far as the Government can exploit the age and physical
weariness of the venerable Sovereign. But even in that case
the course of nature will bring its aiges and the injustices
and inequalities which Francis Joseph has been untble
remove, despite a long life of unexampled devotion to the
cause of duty and progressive evolution, will yield the
hand of a successorwho is at once younger and leggone
to compromise. The present conditions are untenable, and
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the longer their reform is delayed, the worse for the authors
of that delay.

APPENDIX |

ELECTION NEWS (EXTRACTS FROM THE HUNGARIAN
PRESS).

Cases of assault, violent demonstrations, egg andons throwing,
etc., were more numerous at the general elections of 1910 than on
any similar occasion during the last thirty or forty years. But
such incidents were due to the keen feelings aroused by a prolonged
crisis and an obscure and doubtful futurend do not concern us
here. In the following section | have confined myself to selecting
a few of the more startling cases of illegality and corruption which
were cited by the more reputable journals of Budapest. | refrain
from quoting the statements of eth nationalist organs, or oN®p s
zava, the chief Socialist newspaper of Hungafy all of whom natw

ally indulge in pretty violent languagé and have confined myself

to Magyar onosvztBey Jeading organ of the Party of Indepen
dence, and Pester Llyd, the semiofficial interpreter of Hungary to

the foreign public and the organ of the wealthy Jewish commercial
classes of Budapest, a paper which is as a rule singularly moderate
in tone.

Ma gy ar aungdz181@ (leading article).

"... The bayonets fo gendarmes, money, brandy, violende all
this found a vent at the electionghe will of the people remained
silent. Khuen expended huge sums on the elections. In some con
stituencies it cost more thar300,000 crowns ( A1 2, id Ontady, even

more. In Kassa, for instance, 500 to 1,000 crowns i  yes, evenl1,200
crownsi were paid for a vote... "
Same date.

From Kunszentmarton.i The mandate of Ernest Kiss is being
challenged in a petition by the supporters of his defeated candidate,
Arpad Bozoki. The petition maintains that 700 out of the 822
votes received by the elected deputy are invalid, having been
given only as a result of bribery, pressure and entertainment of the
electors. All the higher and lower officials worked for him. Bribery
was practisedso shamelessly, that votes were bought openly in the
street. The retired judge of the Royal Tablewiliam Lippe, managed
and distributed the money, and the neighbouring landed proprietors
and their e mp | o0als® sdistributed money on the night beforee th
election...."

Ma gy ar Qune5z1810, under headingElection Struggles."

" £ | Hesed50 to 500 crowns were paid for a vote from the
Government party 1 and paid openly, without any shame. For
instance, in the commune o€z i g § n yhesel theseare only thirty

Court of second instance in Hungary.
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eight electors, a government official openly handed ot@rthe village
mayor 2,000 crowns for distribution among the poor, if the Government
candidate should get in. For three days brandy dtbwin streams,

so that there was no sober man far and ndag r mmilway super
intendent inK o | o z persBnally visited all the stations of the district
and exacted from the railway officials the promise that they would
vote for the Government candig. Teachers and notaries devoted
themselves for weeks exclusively to electoral agitation. It is char
acteristic of the violence of the Government officials, that for instance in
the commune ofBakovtheyzol gab?r did @iz pegit @dry

kas h § ghg candidate] to hold his legalhotified electoral address, and
did not even allow the assembled electors to speak to each other, but scat
tered them with gendarmes. The samez ol g fbotbdde Far kash§8zy' 3
speech to be translated into Roumaniam the commune of Kotyiklet,
because the Roumanian speaker had not been notified. In spite of all
this victory (i.e. of the Opposition candidate) stall seemed certain on the
day of election, for in his camp were assembl2®00 electors, thus
making the absolute majority. But many of them were rejected on
trivial grounds, so that his following was reduced 1g790. At the
same time, the notaries called up quite a number of absent and dead
persons as voters of the Government party. As if this was not kenoug
about seventy or eighty supporters & ar k a swerg ztwice driven
over by the soldiers into the camp of their opponents, while the- 'mar
shallers' with them were separated from them by means of blows from
rifles. In this way it was possible to scrapegether a majority of

210 votes for the Government man. These unexampled abuses plunged
the population of the constituency into real despair, and feeling is so
bitter, especially in£1 e sl Me z ° t e that gthke, chiefs zol gab?2 r -
telegraphed through the &4Sheriff to the Minister of the Interior,
requesting him to leave the troops for at least eight days longer in
the district. This was ordered by telegram. The elect@m&' £1 e s d
decided to hand in a petition against the election, and declared- them
selves ready to prove thdt,500Government electors were bribed.

"Nagy Becskerek.i A section of the electors of the town, who
cannot compose themselves owing to the manner in which the electoral
campaign was conducted by the Party of National Work, has etkcid
to attack John Rohonyi's mandate by a petition. The bases of the
accusation are not only treating, bribery, intimidation* and misuse of
religious means of gracé as forbidden by Law XV 0ofl8991 but also
the illegalities and abuses which occurrethatpoll itself.

" M8t ®s ¥ a |IEken .at the most notorious elections there never
occurred such grave abuse of official power as this timeM&t ®s zal k a.
The supporters ofS z ¥an werg deprived of every means of communi
cation, while the canvassers of tmival party were free to move about.
The motorcar of the candidate, Michaeb z ¥n ywag not allowed to
go about, on the ground of a ministerial order, while the electors of
the Government party were transported in motms. On the last
day 200 to 300 crowns, and everl,000 crowns, were paid for a vote.
The communal notaries went from house to house to canvass and
intimidate electors. The returning officer in a partisan manrejected
over forty of Szunyog's electors. The former chief judgAlbert
Lenc s ®ame by railway fromS z at to8vote for S z ¥4n ybotgwas
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seized by the gendarmerie at the instance of e § | padyj and

only released after the close of the poll. The village mayor of Nyirs
zalka, Alexander Ne h ®an, adherent of S z %n ywag , arrested by
gendarmes, and only released when after long discussion he promised
to vote for Sz 8| Klei elector AlexanderVarga, of the Sz ¥%nyog
party, was Kkilled. The Public Prosecutor has already instituted a
strict inquiry in this matter. . . .

" Magyarkaniza. T . . . Special indignation was aroused by the
behaviour of the captain of gendarmerie, John Fratricsevics, who
without any reason arrested electors of the Party of Independence,
among them proprietors of high standing. Strongly condemned
also was the returning officer, Mladen Jozsiti Greek Catholic priest of
M2 r t o whwos rejected about seventy electors on the most absurd
grounds.

" K©° r nie Mihe Whole weeks before the election the Government
party opened in the constituency a lively atian, by means of wine,
which flowed in streams, and free bribery. The officials committed
all kinds of acts of violence. Everywhere the-catled " day's wages"
were given out in return for receipts.On the day before the election
140 carriages drovethrough the seventyeven communes of the con
stituency, about120,000 crowns being distributed in one night. When
at last towards midnight the money gave out, the offices of the Savings
Bank in Sz e ny ewer® zopened, under the High Sheriff's guarantee,
and 40,000 crowns withdrawn from it. The party leaders themselves
admit having given out abou00,000 crowns in nine weeks, but it
probably was at least260,000. The poll was drawn out with great
skill by Emanuel S z a k Sac that the canvassers of the tiPaof Work
found time to mix in the ranks of the Party of Independence and buy
votes there. But this was without effect, because the Vvillage mayors
paid back in the office of the Party of Wordk0,000 crowns in cash, be
cause the inhabitants of their viles had refused to accept bribes. . . .

" Csi kszeint AgustusoBar t Ehief s,z o1 g afb the -
district, by his orders on the day before the election, made it impossible
for the candidate of the Justh Party, Dr. Georbagy, to obtain
carriages. On the night before the election he went Magyk8szony
with 40,000 crowns, went with the village mayor and two gendarmes
from house to house, and forced the electors to get into the carriages
in order to go and vote for the Government candidate, Dominazel
On the election day itself forty of Nagy's electors were detained at
Mens 8g. . Nagys Ver t r auenwhm?hirede drivers, were
arrested. The electors irKoz m§a 200 crowns each, for step
ping at home and not voting for DrNagy. When the eletors re
fused the Judasward, the sz ol gab?2 r -begaB ao tc§ | dus
in front of the polling station, that those who voted for Incze would
have their fines for poaching remitted. The inhabitants K& s z-on y
ujfalu, all Szekels of the purest blood amdembers of the Party of
Independence, were surrounded by Austrian dragoons, so that they
could not stir."
Pester Lloyd, Mayt 7.

" Szekelyudvarhelyi. In Agyagfalvathe candidate of the Party of

8 Cp. p.150.
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National Work, Zol t 8 n B/lz0a Wa§ casompanied by the village
mayor, the notary and the cashiewas attacked on the open street by
a band of sixteen persons, thrown to the ground and wounded. The
chief s z .- | g atb bncee went with gendarmes tégyagfalva, and
arrested ten of the assailants.”

Ditto, May 17 (evening).

" K°cz m8& ny aBishop Radnai, ofBes zt er cfarleabeS§Dry a ,
Nicholas Griger, the priest ofJ § n o sund@t pain of suspension, to
accept the candidature oK° r m° e z bffSredy im by the People's
Party. Griger has consequly withdrawn, so that the Minister of
Finance, LadislasLukacs, has only one opponent, Francis Vizy (Kos
suthist).

" Sz e kis zGound .TheodoreBat t hy § n Party( Wwanted to
give an electoral address in the commune of Decs. The chief--1 g a
b i ralowed his application, on condition that CouBtat t h shéuldy
only enter the commune with an escort of twelve persons at most, that
no special preparations should be made for his reception, and further
that only Count Bat t h yd&limesentss in Decs sHdu attend the
meeting, and that the speech should be delivered in a closed room to
be notified previously to the authorities. All these measures the
s z - | geomsidared necessary in view of the violent electoral agitation,
and in the interest of the safeof property and person and the main
tenance  of public order all were strictly carried out."
Ditto, May 19.

" The Town Captain (Stadthauptmann)of Mar o s v § d&ainhde | y
Joseph As z a la- sitizen of good standing, for attempted robbery,
because he bke a flag of FrancisS z ® k (eahdydate of the Government
Party). At midday talay As z a lwass released on the intervention
of Soma Fenyvessi."

May 20 (evening).

" K° r nie nThe Justh Party, whose candidate is Louis Beck,
intended to hold a meeting on r&lay, at which Julius Justh was also
to speak. The chiefs z - | g &b iKuolay, however, refused his per
mission. The s z - | g @giles ras his reason, that he would gladly
permit a meeting on any other day, but not on Sunday, since the
Bishop of the dioces is to dispense the sacrament of confirmation in
the town on that day, and it was not fitting that under the prevailing
political excitement a political meeting should take place at the same
time as a Church festival. The party submitted to this finding."
May 21.

" Mar os v § s Severa | cgmmunal mayors complained to the
High Sheriff Er ° sttiay ,the second vieeotary of the county, Joseph
Szenner, tried to force them to vote for the candidate of the Party of
Independence. The inquiry, which was at cen instituted, showed
that the complaint was grounded, and hence the High Sheriff suspended
Szenner."

" Kar 8§inis dheeGreek Oriental priest Muste and the advocate
Dr. Haban, who agitated in the commune of Glimboka in the interest
of Aurelius Vlad, wee arrested for incitement against the statad
were handed over to the Public Prosecutor."
Ditto, May 26.

"Nagyt apioBAsc sfé&lings. are roused to an extraordinary
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degree, the High Sheriff forbade the holding of electoral addresses on
CorpusChristi Day."
Ditto, May 27.

" The Tr e n dOffi@afs. i When the Party of National Work was
constituted in the county off r e n csewveral, county and state officials
signed the appeal for party organization. The former deputy de
nounced this tothe Minister of the Interior and brought infan inter
pellation, which contained serious charges against the High Sheriff
and the officials. At a meeting of the county assembly on Ndy
this unjust and unworthy attack was unanimously condemned, and
the High Sheriff, Julius Szalavszky, and the corps of officials were
assured of its complete confidence.”

Ditto, May 28.

" Cs i ks zein tThes chiefsre.ol g Aupgdstus B a r t Bdueds ,
an order by which persons who have no permanent residence -or em
ployment in the communes of the district, or are not there in order to visit
relations, are to be expelled from the communes, even if their papers
are in order. Thes z o | g furthérr ferbade the escorting of the par
liamentary candidates by their adherentsnir one commune to another.
George Nagy (Justh Party), the rival candidate to Dominic Incze
(National Work), has appealed to the Minister of the Interior against
this order."

Ditto, May 29.

" Moravicza.'I The returning officer has ordered that the electof
Caius Brediceanu (Nationalist) may only set out for the polling place
on the day preceding the election, and must spend the night in the
open. Brediceanu has appealed to the Minister of the Interior against
this decision."
Ditto, May 31.

" Nagytapolc§ n yi . Father Grammantik, a supporter of the People's
Party, was arrested for incitement in the commune of Prasicz. Troops
were sent to the constituency.

" Bel ®&n yThes weltknown Roumanian agitatoDemeter Radu
arrived today to assist the Nationdls candidate, LadislasL uk 8§ c s
(i.,e. Father Vasile Lucaciu). Thes z ol g astmfmoned Radu to
leave the constituencyat once, since his mere presence endangered
public order. Radu has actually left already."
Ditto, Junel.

" In consequence of the boundlessitaigpn of the clergy, it came
to numerous bloody brawls in the constituencies B r tafida Kiss
zeben, resulting in serious, even dangerous injuries. Detachments of
troops patrol the communes and the main roads, under the command
of gendarmerie sergeatit
Ditto, June4.

" The Minister of the Interior has ordered a disciplinary inquiry
against the officials of the town oNy 2 r e g gwin§ zt@a electoral
abuses, and has entrusted its execution to the mayor of that town,
Bela Majerszky."

Ditto, June5.

" Telegram fromSz at m8 r h ®The tParty of Independence here
called a meeting for tmorrow, but it was forbidden by the Town
Captain in view of the excited feelings of the supporters of this party.
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The town magistracy confirmed the decision of theef of police, in
consequence of which the organizers of the meeting appealed to the
Minister of the Interior."

The above extracts merely form a small proportion of the charges
of electoral corruption, which were bandied about by the -Hun
garian Pressof weeks after the election. Some of the statements
may be exaggerated, or at least less reliable than those made upon
the floor of the House; but the fact that they have not been
challenged, shows the widespread nature of the evil. | refrain
from quoting the less reputable organs, though it might be worth
some one's while to make a collection"oElection News," especially
from the columns of the provincial press.

BLOODSHED AT MARGINEN

On May 22 the Roumanian papeflLupta (which appears in
Budapest) publised a blackedged edition, with the following
words " Our dea#l A telegram from Fogaras informs us that
in the village of Marginen five Roumanians were-day Kkilled
by the gendarmes. The intimidation and terrorism of the admini
trative authorities is inescribable."

| have decided to give only the Magyar and official account of
this incident. The reader who remembers the number of troops
and gendarmes engaged in assistinthe will of the nation" (see
p. 11) will be able to draw his own conclusions as which side
indulged in the greatest terrorism.

The Pester Lloyd,in its issue of May22, quotes the above state
ment of the Lupta, and adds that it has been unable to obtain
any direct information on the subject from Fogaras itself. It,
therefore, contets itself with quoting a statement of tHgudapest
Correspondence Y

In the two constituencies of the county of Fogaras the wildest
nationalist agitation is being carried on, and is already endangering
public safety. The candidates of the Hungarian party are opposed
by the excited drunken mdbjn many villages they hadotrisk a
shower of stones. The political addresses of the Roumanian- candi
dates are affixed to the church doors, forbidden national colours are
frequently used. As a result of the agitation wild scenes occurred
a few days ago in the communes of Reuzdenyl and Szkore. In
the commune of Marginen the gendarmerie, in defence of an official
person, was forced to fire among the people. Two individuals were
killed, two dangerously and one slightly wounde@ihe High Sheriff,
JosephS z ®dpplied for troops dr these four communes. The judge
of inquiry came to the place, and the Public Prosecutor was informed.

92 per cent, of the population of Fogaras is Roumanian.

2 |t transpired later thdive were really killed.
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There never were such elections in theunty of Fogaras. This
unscrupulous terrorism, which does not even spare the blood of its
own race’ is conducted in the interests of Dr. Alexander Vaida, but
especially of Nicholas Sierban. It will, however, defeat its object,
by spurring the Magyars dnSaxons of Fogaras to greater endurance,
and by alienating the sober Roumanian electors from the Nationalist
candidates.

On the same day (Sunday, M&p), when, according to its own
avowal, it had failed to obtain any firkand information, thePester
Lloydwrote as follows in its leading article

That famous fellowMr. Serban (der famose Herr Serban)Sierban,
as he now likes to call himself, whose boundless Nationalist agitation
to-day burdened his conscience with the sacrifice of two human
lives, is also one of the gbetweens of the Parliamentary parties, who
still have the courage to appeal to the people's confidence. This
pseudeRoumaniani for so we call him despite the fact that he is the
son of a Roumanian priest has been seen as politicdude, with a
white carnation, in the ranks of the former Liberal Party, where he
played the Magyar hard, and for that very reason in a suspicious
manner. Teday he stands in the county of Fogaras as candidate
of the Roumanian nationality against an aeéhe of the Party of
National Work. There in his distant home he works with the most
senseless catchwords of Ddgoumanian agitation, and without a
touch of conscience brings his own blood, hisra@@ionists, in
aldrunken
state before the muzzles of tlgendarmes' rifles. A good example
of the oftnoted distinction between the unscrupulous agitator and
the innocent peasantrifhe excited people doubtless attacked the gen
darmes and compelled them in sdfffence to fire into the crowd.
The case must bstrictly inquired into.For Roumanian blood isLso
human blood. ( Denn rum2ni sches Bl.ut i st

So writes a newspaper which deservedly enjoys the reputation
of being the most moderate organ of Magyar public opinibio
more strikig example could be given of the mental attitude of so
many Magyars towards the ndagyar races. Alsd

The following chapters will consist of authentic reports from a
number of Hungarian constituencies, showing the monstrous ille
galities to which theauthorities had recourse, in order to secure
the return of the Government candidates, and above all to prevent
the election of nofMagyar deputies.

! As if, forsooth, the Roumanian leaders had killed the five peasants.
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The Election in Privigye

CaNDIDATES: Father Alois Rudnay, Party of National Work.
Mr. Bresztensky, People's Party.

PETITION has been brought against this election, before

the Royal Curia, by Messrs Loui€ r d ® kchemist

Joseph Er d ®adng iJosephV § n d grofessors in the
Gymnasiun; Joseph Stancsek and Johhr ! nelementary
schoolmasters Father John Javorka and eight others. The
following analysis has been made from a printed copy of the
petition in my possession.

The petition is divided into various heads. In section
A it is shown that five legallygualified peasant electors from
Koos, one from KigCsaucsa, one from Jalovec and three from
Handlova (name, age, occupation, are of course given in
every instance throughout) appeared at the polling station,
and that when they had ped their identity in the ordinary
way and had recorded their vote for the candidate Bresztensky,
the communal notary, in reply to a question of the returning
officer, declared that he could not identify them. In cense
quence of this their votes were disdjfied. (Documents
and witnesses adduced to prove this.)

In sectiond it is shown that five electors from Privigye,
one from Koos, five from Jalovec, two frolR8 szt ocsn - ,
four fromBr u s #va from Chrenoc, two fronNagy Csaucsa,
three from Lipnik, six fromZ a z Haurfeen from Berzseny,
four from Pollusz, five fromKispr- n ahyee fromKany 8 nk a,
eleven fromN ® me t p six- from , Morovno, i.e. a total of
seventythree electors, were not merely rejected as above,
but were not even inscribed in the list of those rejectddle
thirty-eight more electors (four fronKis Csauca, three from
N 8§ d a sifter from Peruba and twentytwo from Handlova)
were also rejected, because the representatives of the Govern
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ment party and the village notaries raised doubts as to their
identity.

In section C it is shown that sevemiine eletors (nine
from Neczpal, seven from Cigel, tweriye from Szebedr 8§z s,
nine from Nagylehotka, twelve from Kislehotka, seventeen
from Hradec) were rejected by the returning officer, without
his even consulting the representatives of the two parties or
allowing them to be heard, and simply on the word of the
communal notary.

In section D special instances of illegality are given in
detail.

(1) Valentine Fabik, smith, of Riigye, was rejected because
his name appeared on the voting roll &sbig, although

he had given his name correctly, and although the party
representatives and the village mayor bore witness
that there existed in the district no other person of the
name with whom he could be confuséd.

(2 The Slovak peasant, Gregory Minich, from Koos,e@g
sixty-four, was rejected by the returning officer -be
cause, when asked his name, he replie@Gregor Minich,'
and not" Minich Gergely " (in other words, because he
had not complied with the Magyar habit of placing the
Christian  name after the surname) The returning
officer said he had looked through the register and
could not find any GregorMinich."

3 Thomas Chlpek, from Kiscsaucsa, aged dintge,
and another elector, GeorgeMat y a swkre , rejected

in the same way, because they gave irtheames in
the ordinary Slovak way, instead of calling themselves
ChlipekTam&wMat yask:- Gy°rgy.

(4) Michael Sloszar, fromN 8 d a w&r rejected  because,
speaking in the local Slovak dialect, he called himself
Sloszjar. Al the Vertr auensam? noffigals
admitted his identity, and the fact that in that neigh
bourhood the name of Sloszar was ordinarily pronounced
with a " j "; but this was of no avail" The returning
officer,” adds the petition,” also knows Slovak, and
so he was aware that th8lovaks, with few exceptions,
pronounce this name with the addition ofjd'

() Another George Sloszar was rejected because his name
had been wrongly entered on the voting register as
S z o | Hisridentity was proved, as above.

®For this ancienttick, cp. pp.13, 17.
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®) John Sloszar, from Lazan, was rejected on the same
grounds as his namesake Michael.
@ StephenS i d from, Nagylehota, aged seveifiye,
was rejected because he did not announce himself as
Sidl - 1lstvgn."
(8 Before the second electoral commission, Andieighter,
a German from N®met p raged a seventpne, was
rejected, because he gave his name in German, and not
as" RichterEndre."
Under sectionk it is shown that, by orders of the returning
officer, GustavKnogler, and with the assistance of the village
notary, John Uskert, thirty electors from Handlova whose
names etc., are of course all given were driven away from
the polling place by gelarmes by main forcé, in the interests
of order."
There follow fourteen folio pages, devoted to detailed
juridical arguments.

The whole petition runs to fortgne folio pages



CHAPTER V

The Election in Szakolcza

CanDIDATES: Dr. NicholasKos t yParty of National Work.
Father Louis Okanyik, Independent Slovak Agrarian
candidate.

(A.) MY OWN EXPERIENCES
(Junel, 1910)

HE larks were singing in a cloudless summer sky as we

drove across the Moravian frontier and crossed the

low ridge which tocked Szakolcza from our view. In another
moment the little town lay before us, its towers and ruined
walls bathed in quiet sunlight. As we entered we marvelled
at its deserted aspect. But!rat the end of the street are two
horsemen, who signal to ouoachman to stop. A double eor
don of hussars and gendarmes has been drawn round the town,
and every approach is blocked. We leave one carriage in a
side street, and advance on foot. Passports are demanded,
guestions are asked. But happily our precautibase saved
us. The road which we had chosen was not the natural route
for strangers coming from Austria (as we discovered on our
return, a special patrol had been told off fibrat), and this
doubtless explains why we only had to deal with two hussar
privates and an inexperienced young official. As we had
purposely delayed our arrival till five hours after the opening
of the poll, and could mention the names of various acguain
tances in the town, we were at last grudgingly passed as
harmless and allowed t@roceed. What probably saved us
were the tall hat and clerical collar of my companion, Dr.
Alois Kolisek, of G° d iinfMgravia.

Once through the first cordon, we soon found ourselves in
the great square, empty save for a small group of officials
and canvasers for the Government party, before the polling
booth, and the inevitable hussars and gendarmes filling in the
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background. Some hussar officers were sitting on a bench
outside the door, awaiting the returning officer's orders.
Drunken howls came tas from every inn, accompanied by
the scraping of many gipsy fiddles. The Government electors
were being regaled with a thoroughness calculated to drown
even the most desperate scruple. An old man of sixty lay in a
drunken swoon beside the church doorreBhyoung peasants
staggered past, waving a banner of the Magyar candidate and
hiccoughing " £1 j en (Wwysliveykgd s't yAS pegp.
through the inn door and a Government canvasser was at once
on the spot, apparently in terror lest a stranger shoulghelam
with some of his drunkards. But | had seen enough. Free
beer tickets had done their work, and there was scarcely a
sober peasant inside the cordon.

For me it was a painful moment. Was it possible, | asked
myself, that the Slovaks of Szakolcza, whomaldigood reason
for regarding as devoted to the cause of their nationality, were
after all mere venal sots, to whom a few florins and a pot of
3 beer outweighed the hope of political freedoBut my doubts
were soon dispelled. For at this moment we met a friendly
townsman, who told us that the Slovak candidate and his
supporters had been marshalled outside the town since early
morning, and weretd awaiting admission to vote. Obviously
we must try to find our way td the Slovak camp," and the
sooner the better, for the glances of curiosity or suspicion
directed towards us by the Magyar canvassers made it clear
that the presence of strangers wad welcome. Thé ' Catholic
House"i the centre of Slovak life in the district of Szakolcza
T had been closed for the day, and the building was deserted.
We therefore took refuge in the house of acquaintances, and
sought their advice as to our nextowve. Ten minutes later
we passed through a court behind the house, and found our
selves in a street between the first and second cordons. After
further wanderings, peasants led us through a-a@&lar under
the old townwall, and in a couple of minutes are we had
reached our goal.

Nothing could have been greater than the contrast between
the centre of the town and the scene which now met our eyes.
Inside the cordon, troops, officials and their drunken victims
the inns alone showing signs of life. Gigte, in the" Slovak
camp," it seemed as though the whole countryside was gathered
together. The entrance to the town was as usual blocked by
a detachment of gendarmes with drawn bayonets and a few
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mounted hussars. From where they stood the grouopedl
gently downwards to the centre of a wide open space, bounded
to the East by a long row of Slovak cottages, to the north
by some trees and a steep and muddy ditch. As the sun sank
lower the strategic value of their position became apparent
for even atfifty yards it was no longer possible to distinguish
figures standing at the gate, so dazzling was the sunshine in the
eyes of the crowd.

The square was filled from end to end with a crowd of several
thousand peasanis including a strong contingent ofomen’i
from all the neighbouring villages. The ground was at least
an inch deep in dust, and the sun blazed upon us with an almost
tropical intensity. Most of the crowd had been waiting there
since nine o'clock in the morning, after having been -com
pelled to make long detours by sideroads, while the author
ities reserved the main routes for the Government electors.
With the exception of a wretched littfe public " outside the
gatei where there was scarcely standing room, and where
supplies had run aouearly in the afternoori all the inns of
the town had been reserved for the Government electors, who,
as we have seen, were not wasting their chances. Yet despite
all this, despite the grossly provocative attitude of the
authorities, the utmost order gwailed among the crowdand
its behaviour cannot be praised too highly. This was very
largely due to the influence of the Slovak candidate himself,
Father Okanyik, the popular town priest and Rural Dean of
Szakolcza, who spared no effort to pacify his exdhts. The
scandalous institution of a military cordon had effectively
banished him from his presbytery, which was of course in the
centre of the town, within a stone's throw of the two polling
stations and hence we found his improvised headquarters in
atiny cottage parlour.

Voting in Hungary is still by public declaration, and as
there is only one polling station (sometimes with separate
booths) in each constituency, all the electors in the district are
obliged to assemble there on the morning of thd. phey
are then marshalled according to villages by the canvassers of
the rival parties, and each village is summoned separately to
record its votes in the order approved by the returning officer,
who enjoys an almost absolute power for the day. Under
these circumstances it is clear that any party which gives
itself the trouble can ascertain beforehand the exact number
of its adherents in the different villages, and c¢abeat them
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up" on the polling day, the more so as the average number
of votes cat in each constituency does not much exce&do,

and as38 per cent, of the constituencies contain less th&00
voters. In Szakolcza, then, where there @38, the cal
culation was easy enoughnd over1,200 voters ready to vote

for Father Okany had been waiting since morning in the
Slovak camp, while it was known that the Government- can
didate, after marshalling every available official, every- de
pendent, every Jewish tradesman in the district and every
peasant whose vote was for sale, hatl at the very most
850 voters on his side. But these facts did not dismay the
officials in whose hands the election lay. To begin with, all
Government voters were given a free run of the téwnand

of the innsi  and were admitted to the poll withoutlay some
times in batches of ten and twenty. The Slovak voters from
the town were kept waiting three hours in the street and when
at last admitted were cregxamined like prisoners in the dock.

A member of the Town Council was rejected on the ground tha
his name did not correspond to that on the register. The
villagers of Vradisht were also kept waiting for hours, and
finally told that they could only vote towards the close of the
poll. At midday 180 Slovak voters from Verbovce were intro
duced betweerthe two cordons and kept waiting there for
several hours, their leaders not being allowed to accompany
them. Meanwhile,140 men from the same village were freely
allowed to vote forK o s t angd 84, more entirely sham votes
were recorded foK o s t iy fhé name of Okanyiks electors.
Among the numerous illegalities committed during the day
the following details may sufficeVotes were recorded in the
names of John Stehlik, James Geyrigggat Hermann Kohut,

all three dead. A young boy of sixteen, Igrndeichsfeld, was
permitted to vote. A certain Max Gajdushek voted first for
himself and then for another of the same name. A retired
priest, Rev. Imrich Foltyn, who owns land of his oWh00
morgen) wasdisallowed from voting on the ground that the
Foltyn enteed on the register was a peasant proprietor, not a
priest. The real reason for his rejection was of course his in
tention to vote for Okanyikand after he had gone his name
was called out once more, and a voteless labourer of the same
name recorded the baent Foltyrs vote in favour of the
Magyar candidate. The proxy of the Slovak candidate wnatur
ally protested vehemently against such illegal actidut

the returning officer thundered him down with the words,
" Be silent, or I'll have you removed."
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As the afternoon advanced, the villagers of Egfliell 152
for Okanyik i were admitted between the cordprmit their
priest, Father Paul Blaho, who acted as their guide (being the
only one among them who could speak Magyar and so- com
municate with the dicials), was nof allowed to accompany them.
As time passed and the peasants were still kept waiting, Father
Blaho succeeded in finding a friendly hearer in one of the Magyar
canvassers, and with his aid reached the presence of the
returning officer.” Why," said the latter as he heard the tale,
" I've been waiting for the Egbell people for nearly two hours.
Bring them in at once." The old priest hurried back in delight,
only to find the ruse explained. During his brief absence
orders had been given to deithe Egbell voters out of the town,
and the spot where he had left them was already deserted.

It was perhaps half an hour after we had arrived in the
Slovak camp" that a sudden tumult announced the arrival
of these rejected voters. After all the longut® of needless
waiting, to be disfranchised at the point of the bayonet
was this not provocation enough to rouse any peasantry in
the world to fury The crowded square was now a sea of men
T shouting, cursing, gesticulating. In vain Father Okanyik
and his friends passed from group to group, appealing for quiet.
" Long live Okanyik,” shouted the crowd, and the clamour
for admission grew louder. The entrance to the town was
ringed round by a squad of gendarmesd in the few yards
that separated thenfrom the crowd a couple of mounted
hussars were trying to soothe their frightened horses. The
frantic efforts of some of the men to keep the women out of
the line of fire showed only too clearly their opinion of the
gendarmes. The readiness with which thegsort to their
weapons, their brutal demeanour towards the Slovak peasantry
is as notorious as their reluctance to employ the language of
the people with whom they have to deal. On this occasion,
at the critical moment, one of them broke from the ranks
and began violently abusing and threatening individuals in
the crowd. Fortunately their commander, though too busy
to notice this little incident, showed tact and moderation
but it was easy to see from his face how critical he held the
situation to be.

" Quiet, quiet for God's sake keep quiet,” came from the
Slovak canvassers, in their efforts to prevent a catastrophe.
" Quiet, quiet," | reechoed, in the hope of pacifying two
excited peasants at my side!" Cursed Magyar," yelled one of
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them, mistakng me for an agent of the Government party,
and tried to fling me under the horse of the nearest hussar.
When at last he realized my nationality, he calmed down g little
and a young fellow in the crowd behind began to talk excitedly
about " the Island of Freedom." " Yes,” cried another
peasant, who knew who | was, and now you'll be able to

go home and tell of all the filthy tricks ¢fMagyars zabads 8§ g
(Magyar liberty)." Others shook their clenched fists in-im
potent fury. "Take us to the King, youreverence," cried

an old peasant to my companioi, we'll make a deputa
tion. He must be informed of this." And an old peasant of
seventyfive stood hat in hand almost at the bridle of the two
hussar officers, and with a strange mixture of sarcasm, grief
and indignation, cursed the officials for their brutality and
corruption.

Excitement had reached fever pitch, and a catastrophe
seemed almost inevitable, when Father Okanyik appeared
among the crowd, and assuring them that there was no prospect
or possibiity of securing fairplay, and that to persist could only
lead to bloodshed, declared his intention of abandoning the
contest, and implored them to return quietly to their homes.

In the Magyar official Press next morning the Szakolcza
election was dismisseds follows " Dr. Nicholas Kost y §i
(Party of National Work) was elected by011votes t0246."

*

The distinguished Magyar Conservative leader, Baron
Sennyey, once said of the Hungarian AdministrationWe
are in midAsia "; and | do not think that my aglers will be
concerned to deny the truth of his assertibnExtra Hun
g 8 r iw8wrest vita,tuns the old saw;aut si est vitanon est
ita." The latter half is true. Since my experiences at Szakolcza
on " the Glorious First of June,” | can say from thettbm
of my heart," Thank God!outside HungaryNON EST ITA! It
is not like thig"

*

Father Kolisek and | arrived in Szakolcza about -palt
three in the afternoon, and left again shortly after seven. As we
drove out of the town, this time on the mairadotoG° di n g,
we passed the house of two ladies, old acquaintancdsr,of
Kolisek. Mrs. Wilhelmina Drizhal is the widow of a former
Rector of the CzecRealschule in Brunnand being a native of
Szakolcza, has resided there ever since her husband's death.
She is now over seventy. On election day, neither shehaor
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daughter had ventured out of the hquémit as we drove
past they were leaning out of the window, and called to my
friend. We stopped the carriage at their door, and paid a
brief call oftwenty to twentyfive minutes.

On June 16 the local authorities of Szakolcza cited Mrs.
Drizhal, and imposed on her a fine of ioo crowndA Hecause
she had failed to inform the police of the visit of the two foreign
erd She was at first accused of &y given us lunch and
guarters for the night, but her denial of this false assertion was
finally accepted, it being made clear that otherwise she would
have been fined double the amount. Mrs. Drizhal appealed
to the county authorities of Nyitra, who, né&s$ to say,
upheld the decision of their colleagues in Szakolcza. She then
appealed to the Ministry of the Interior, and though after
four months her appeal still remains unanswered, it is to be
hoped that she may obtain justice in the course of the next
five years.

On my return to Vienna | published a short account of my
experiences at the Szakolcza election, in Nleeie Freie Presse
and the Reichspostof June 10. Hereupon the Hungarian
Government issued the following official statement in the
Pester Llog: 1

"The author, Scotus Viator, who has repeatedly misrepre
sented Hungarian conditions in a malicious and false manner,
deals with the Szakolcza election in a Viennese newspaper,
and tries to prove that the Slovak voters underwent all kinds
of wrongs,were tormented and stationed outside the town, and
that on the afternoon of the election da90 Slovak electors
were driven out of the town by gendarmes. From authorita
tive source the true facts are now given as follaws

Scotus Viator's gravest dige is that the camp of the Slovak
electors, numbering abowt,000 persons, among theri,200
women, were surrounded and watched by a cordon all day in
the broiling sun. The truth is that the total number of electors
in the constituency of Szakolcza &6 [it is really 2,738],
whose overwhelming majority supported the candidate of the
party of National Work, so that if there really werg000
persons inside the cordon [I had of course said that they were
outside, not inside, the cordon], only the smallgsirt of them
consisted of electors, and the greater part, as Scotus Viator
himself admits, of women and a mob of repRctors. The
authorities cannot be blamed for not allowing the mob access
to the polling booth, for the writer himself admits that great
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excitement prevailed [Yes, after the forcible ejection of Slovak
electors from the townbut for seven hours after the poll
opened the utmost quiet and order prevailed] which through
some unwarranted encounter might have led to bloodshed.
No one keptback the voters of the Nationalist candidate from
voting: the returning officer himself actually repeatedly- ap
peared among the Slovak electors and summoned them to vote.
[Yes, having previously given orders that no one should be ad
mitted through thesecond cordon.] If Scotus Viator maintains
that he saw ab p.m. gendarmes drivB00 Slovak electors out

of the town, he has certainly been dreaming. At first he imain
tains that the Slovak electors outside the town were surrounded
by a cordon and not let tm the town, so that it is impossible

to understand howB00 Slovak electors suddenly got into the
town. The truth is that the Slovak electors themselves re
guested the returning officer to give them an armed escort in
order that they might leave the towpAn escort Against
whon? Against the Government electors who held the
town?] The writer, then, saw those electors who were going
home under the escort they themselves desired, while he speaks
of electors who were ejected by the gendarmerie. His-com
plaint that on entering Szakolcza on the election day he was
summoned to show his papers is quite justifiakfler it is

only natural that wandering politicians, who, like Scotus Viator,
make the slander of the country their object in life, should be
asked asto the aim of their journey. In other countries this
is done in a much more drastic manner."

In reply to the Hungarian Government's dementi, | -pub
lished a further statement in thReichspostand Deutsches
Volksblatt of June 15, giving eleven concrete itences of cor
ruption at the Szakolcza election, and concluding as follows
" If the Hungarian Government considers these assertions to
be untrue or exaggerated, it should instruct the Hungarian
Public Prosecutor to bring an action against me before the
courts here (i.e. in Vienna). In that case | am prepared not
only to state under oath in court what | saw with my own eyes,
but also to produce numerous witnesses, who are in a position
to prove the above statements."

The Hungarian Government ignored thigatement but
Pesti ilNispdsue,of Junel, demanded myUc j € a a8 d
from Hungary, and the Premier CoukhuenH®d e r wdsr vy ,
credited byF¢ gget | en Mwity ythe rwordss Z&cts
must be collected against him before proceedings can be taken.
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We are not afraid of an Englishman. The English Fleet can
not cane here, and as for the English Army, we are not afraid
of it." *>*Expulsion being impossible (in the words of Reichs

post " the stranger had already betaken himself to more
friendly Austria ") the local authorities of Szakolcza wreaked
their vengeace on Mrs. Drizhal in the manner indicated above.
As this disgraceful act of petty tyranny was widely referred
to in the Austrian Press, | published in tiReichspostand

the Deutsches Volksblattan open letter to the Hungarian
Premier briefly stating thdacts, and concluding as follows

" | take the liberty of publicly asking H. E. Count Khuen
H®d e r whgthey he is not prepared, as Premier of a- con
stitutional state boasting a thousand years of life, and as an
educated European, to disavow and condéni Asiatic action

on the part of the Szakolcza authorities. At the same time, |
would politely request him to turn his attention to adminis
trative conditions in the county of Nyitra, where such cases are
by no means unique. Under ordinary circumstant¢enatur

ally should not have ventured to make such an appeal tp him
but when a lady of seventy is subjected to the most unehival

“pest i afeayding the Minister of the Interior to expel me
from Hungary, asserting that 1 make a good thind' out of my
" abuse of the Magyars," and printing some outrageous misquotations
from my book, proceeds as follows If a Magyar were to come to
England, and there make statements hostile to the State idea and the
nation, what would be done with hthPrison would be regarded as a
slight punishmentthe treadmillwould be the lot of that Magyar, and
English public opinion would hold this to be most natural." Now it so
happens that a distinguished Magyar, Professor ArmibMs mb ®r vy ,
did come to England in ¢heighties, and not merely took an active
part in the agitation against the British Government's Near Eastern
policy, but actually addressed numerous political meetings on the
subject. It was considered at the time that his intervention contributed
materidly to the fall of the Government.

Ma gy ar oir anza8ige, of Jun&3, entitled " The DoveSouled
Englishman," calls me "the wandering apostle,” says "there is no
doubt he must get hard cash,” and goes on as follovigt him go
to Ireland (the costfathe journey is far less than to us), and ask the
population how they like English rule. Then he can look at India,
where he can get very interesting data about those natives whom
plague, hunger and pestilence have not cleared away, and whom the
whip of the conquering English has not beaten to death. Perhaps he
can also visit the Capet is not very long since the dumdum bullet
and bombs and grenades filled with deadly poison were employed
there." After referring toPosenand Siberia in the same straimda
suggesting that | am too canny to set foot in Germany or Russia, the
writer ends with a further reference"tthe paid agents of agitation."”
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rous and illegal political persecution, merely because she
received me for half an hour in her house, thestmelementary
sense of decency urges me to do all in my power to brand
publicly this incredible incident, and to appeal regarding it to
the chief representative of the 'chivalrous Hungarian nation.'

I need hardly add that this appeal was ignored.

NOTE. T Lest the English reader should imagine that such incidents
are altogether exceptional, | think it worth while quoting the experi
ences of a distinguished American lady authoress, Miss Emily Balch,
Professor of Economics at Wellesley Coll.,, MassachsjseltS.A., and
author of a very able book d@ur Slavic FellowCitizens(New York,
1910). She states thatthe peasant family r et ur ned i mmi gr
who entertained us overnight, were fined on the pretext that they did
not notify the police (the citonstances were such that this was not
legally requisite). |1 sent them the fine monéy a small amount
but am not certain that they ever received (see alsmp. cit. p.26).
Similar cases are quoted in nRacial Problems in Hungaryp. 285.

See ale Across the Carpathiandy Miss Irby, for account of the arrest
of herself and her aunt ih859 (pp. 160-172), " as persons suspect of
Panslavistic tendencie8; and Rudolf Bergner'sn der Marmaros,
pp.136-143,for account of his arrest near Szinevel 885.

FURTHER NOTES ON THE SZAKOLCZA ELECTION

(SUPPLIED TO ME BY PERSONAL ACQUAINTANCESAND EYE-
WITNESSES ON WHOM | CAN IMPLICITLY RELY)

Voting Registersi These are drawn up by a commission
sent out by the county assembly and duly sworn. The
basis pon which the present franchise rests is the Taxa
tion Census( ad - j ° v= dBeleeensus),which varies
in almost every commune, and which is regulated according
to the secalled Tablabof the ratebook (see notb).

In the constituency of Szakolcza etk are two Voting
Register Commissions, one of which is composed as fallows
Chairman, ColomanS z a bchief s z o | ¢ a@rdidary - mem
bers Bileczky, unders z - | g and Mathias Klempa, post
master of Holies. The following examples may be given of
Y the care and impartiality shown by the Commission in the
year 1910. In the voting rolls of Holies they filled in the
occupation of the town priest and rural dean, Father Joseph
Kucsera, as" tiler, and that of the curate of Holies, Dr.
Hermann Herold, as " soapboiler." Needless to say, both
were known personally to the members of the Commission.
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In the commune of Egbell the Commission had notified
that it would visit Egbell officially at2 p.m. on March21,
to consider all claims or disputes relatihg the voting roll.
They did not, however, arrive tib.30 p.m. that evening, and
of the group of fortytwo electors who were waiting with cem
plaints, only three held out for three hours and a half. These
three, Mark Vesely, John Jurena and J&tuller, were passed
by Mr. Sz a hs entitled to vote, and in half an hour the
Commission was finished with th@00 electors of Holies.
Their care and accuracy became apparent when the official
register was published on Mag. In it the names of the
three men al@dy mentioned figured as Veselsky,u r and §
Koller, instead of Vesely, Jurena and o | | Ghrthe other
hand, a large number of unqualified persons had found their
way on to the listsi for instance, agricultural labourers on
the farms of the Royal doma of Holies and Sassin, all the
male members of the families of the Jewish innkeepers and
secondhand dealers, and even a local butcher, who figured as
" elementary schoolmaster."

Appeals were lodged against the electoral roll of Szakolcza
constituency imo fewer tham35cases

The Candidate and his Election Addres$esAccording to law,
at election time every candidate has the legal right to visit
unhindered any place in his constituency and deliver his
electoral address therédne is merely bound to g twenty
four hours' notice to the communal authorities of the day,
hour and place of meeting.

Dr. Okanyik announced his intended meetings to the-com
munal authorities of the villages in question by registered
letter. The chiefs z ol g afb $zakolcza, however, sent
written orders to all the communal notaries, that they must
leave him to deal with any notifications of meetings sent in
by the candidate. He then proceeded to prohibit Dr.
Okanyik's meetings on the following grounds

No. 1592/1910.i ". . . Sundays and festivals being the days
which are least suited for the people being beguiled into illicit demon
strations under the influence of political addresses, and public squares
near churches having been notified as the places of meeting, tregar
it as an affront to piety that the neighbourhood of churches should
be used for canvassing purposes. At the same time | give notice
that € can only permit Dr. Okanyik to hold his electoral addresses on
weekdays."

Acting upon this sic volo, sic jubeocof Mr. Sz a bDr,,
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Okanyik notified meetings for the weekdays Mayg, 25, 27
and28, but they were forbidden on the following grounds

No. 1795/1910F " ... Since Nicholag K o s fi.ey, 8nhke Govern
ment candidate] has notified to me that he widliver his election
address on May4, 25and 27, and since | have authorized them, |
cannot be present at the speeches proposed in the notification handed
in [by Dr. Okanyik], and consequently cannot allow them, owing to
lack of control. With regard tdhe other date, | could not authorize
it, because | am engaged elsewhere on &y . . further because on
May 27 the electors from Katov an& o p c wi be at the Holies
market in considerable numbers, and will, according to custom, stop
there some timeand because the crowd of peasant women, being
specially prone to passions, are, in the absence of the heads of families,
very apt to indulge in excesses, criminal acts and demonstrations;
while on the other hand | am certain that Dr. Okanyik devotes his
election address to audiences of that kindl.

Dr. Okanyik not unnaturally bombarded the Ministry of
the Interior with express telegrams, protesting against
this illegal behaviour of the chiek z o | g an 2claiming
protection against his arbitrary dgicins. He received no
direct answer of any kindbut it is possible that his protests
were indirectly responsible for the following circular which he
received fromMrS z ab -

No. 1798/1910 (HoliesMay 22, 1910)." i . . . The candidate
of National Wak [i.e. Ko s t lya§iigJ]abandoned his individual elec
tion addresses, | permit the candidate, Dr. Okanyik, to deliver speeches
on May 27, 30and 31 in the communes oK o p ¢ K&ty Br oc z k -
Egbell, T ° v i sahda Czoboczfalu, under the unconditional dge
that he shall notify to my office at least twetfibyir hours beforehand
the time and place of any meeting which he proposes to hold
there. . ."

On May 28, however, Mr.S z a telegraphed to the captain
of police in Szakolcza, to the effect that thendidate," Dr.
Okanyik, may deliver his speech 42.30 p.m. on May 30,
but may not speak in any public square, but only in a closed
locality to which only electors are admitted."

While Mr. S z a blaced such unwarrantable interpretations
on a law which isalready illiberal enough, he was accom
panying the Government candidate, Dr. Nichol&so st y 81 ,
throughout the constituency and helping him in the work
of canvassing’

“01t should be added that DK o s t ha@ plenty experience of
electioneering in the istrict, having himself previously bees z --1 g a



92

Dr. Okanyik, who as town priest might have been -sup
posed to be a good judge of what would affect the spiritual
welfare of his people, was not allowed to speak on Sundays
or festivals; but of course thdayman, Dr. Ko st wa&sl ,
exempt from such a veto and gave his address when and
where he pleased for instance, on Mays at Peterfalu. Dr.
Okanyik, on the other hand, was escortedSar a borders
out of the village of Czoborfalu between two gendarmes
and his entrance to the village of Unin was blocked by a cordon
of gendarmes, and he was even forbidden to conduct a service
in the village church On Sunday, May29, Father Michael
Uhrik, at present curat@-charge of Olohota, who had for
merly been cuate of Unin, came there and spent the night,
intending to record his vote on the Wednesday. On the
morning of May 30, however, he was compelled to get into a
carriage and was expelled from the village under pretext of an
imaginary "nationalist agitation,"though he is actually a
Magyar and a native dsztergom.

lllegal Preliminaries to the Electioni According to Law
XV. A 1(%899) the returning officer is bound to consult the
party agents( Ver t r a u e of sttme® comending parties,
before arrangingthe place of assembly of the electors, the
distances from the polling booth, the assignment of inns to
the respective parties, and the nomination, in equal numbers
from each party, of* marshallers” to control the electors.

If the Ver t r au e desim#, nthre eplaces to be assigned
to the respective parties must be decided by lot. None the
less, Dr. Csemiiiczky, the returning officer at Szakolcza on
June 1, simply refused to discuss the above details with
the four representatives of the Okanyik party ¢ste.S8ndor ,
notary; PaulK o s t gd¥dcate's cletkDr. Cserny and Rev.
Adam Slavik). He then prescribed for the Opposition voters
a route of approach to the town which for many of them added
more than two hours to their journey. He assigned to them
guaters outside the towng00 yards from the pollingtation,

and did not assign them any of the town inns. Finally a
military cordon was drawn round the town, and another
cordon of gendarmes placed before the quarters of the first

biro of Holics, and havingacted as returning officer at the notorious
election in Szakolcza iM896 1 an election which supplied the famous
Hungarian novelistMi k s zw@iht Material for an admirable election
story.
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polling commission. At this Dr. Csemniczky himself presided
at the second (which sat at a restaurant in a street leading off
the central square) Dr. Uzonyi.

According to legal practice the voters are summoned to the
poll village by village, and the rival parties have precedence
alternately. For instance, at the sfircommission the voters
of Szakolcza itself were first summoned, the adherents of the
party of National Work coming first and then those of the
Opposition then followed the villages in the order prescribed
by the returning officer, and in the first ofede the Opposition
voters would naturally have come first and then the Gevern
ment voters, and so on alternately at each of the two cemmis
sions.

The electors of the town of Szakolcza began to vot8.20.

By 10.15 all the Government voters had recordéxir votes

the Opposition voters were obliged first to go out of the town,
assemble in the Oppositioh camp " and wait until sum
moned by the returning officer. Two hundred and
twenty-six voted, but of these forgight were rejected, and
the act of wting was spun out over nearly five hodurs the
object of course being to wear out the Opposition's patience
by forcing them to wait all through the night in order to vote.

Before the second commission, sevemtyp voters from
Holies presented themselvesnd of these the returning officer
rejected twentyseven Opposition voters, while strange persons
were allowed to vote, sometimes two or three times over in
the name of dead electors or of others who were absent in
America or elsewhere. After Holies, theoters of the next
village, Vradis, were summoned before the second commission,
and those of Broczko before the first. They were passed
through the first cordon and kept waiting outside the inner
cordon and as they did not appear at the poHiapth,
the returning officer first ordered the Government voters to
vote, and then told the Opposition voters that they must
wait till the close of the poll, having missed their tdrn
This ma ni u vsr repeated. The Opposition voters from
Verbovce are summoned, lghrough the first cordon and
stopped at the second. Dr. Uzonyi despatches three -passe
partouts to bring' them to the pojl all three return and
announce that the Verbovce votem®n't comé The returning
officer requests Mr. Slavik (the Lutheran clerggmwho was
one of Father Okanyik'd/ er t r a u e rcs gn2andnieduce
his parishioners to come, but refuses his request for a free
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pass and merely sends with him a Government gaesseut,
who leads him in an opposite direction. Mr. Slavik is finally
obliged to beat a retreat to the polkbgoth, to avoid being
arrested as a canvasser poaching on the enemy's preserves.

Dr. Uzonyi then ordered the Government electors from
Verbovce to be admitted, postponed the Opposition voters
from Verbovce till theclose of the poll, and then summoned
the Opposition voters from Egbell. The latter are admitted
as far as the second cordon, and there find their friends from
Vradis, Broczko and Verbovce crowded together, waiting.
None of them are let through.

After long discussion with the pasgartouts, Father Blaho,
of Egbell, managed to induce one of them to bring him before
the returning officer of the second commission. Dr. Uzonyi
alleged that the Verbovce voters did not want to ;vated
when informed that on theontrary they had been waiting
for three hours at the cordon, he requested the Egbell voters
to wait, and told the pasgartout who had brought Father
Blaho to introduce the Verbovce voters at once. Both he
and Father Blaho hurried back to the cordon, obp
yards from the pollingplace i only to find no one there.
During the five minutes which Father Blaho had spent talking
with Dr. Uzonyi, another pasgmrtout had told the facts
of the case to Dr. Csemniczky, the other returning officer,
who promptly gave instructions to the gendarmerie officer
in command of the cordon. The latter, without a word to
the crowd, drew his sabre and set his fourteen gendarmes in
motiory and the crowd of Opposition voters were driven steadily
back at the point of the baydnas far as the outer cordon,

a distance 0600yards.

ILLEGALITIES COMMITTED AGAINST THE ELECTORS
OF VERBOVCE

BY REV. E. SANDORFI, PARISH PRIEST OFVERBOVCE

The inhabitants of Verbovce were for many years supporters
of the Government of the day, the exption of this being
that till emigration to America began, they were extremely
poor and largely in the hands of the Jews, who controlled
the whole life of the district and were of course the willing
instruments of every government. This dependence formed
part of the reckoning of the authorities, who, at the last
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revision, instead of holding strictly to the property qualifica
tion (amounting tol9 crowns in Verbovce), inscribed as many
as 352 persons on the voting roll, instead of mer&f0 to 170.
These additional votes naturally fell to men with little or
no property, such as vegetabler ragdealers, or dependants

or e mp | ooy ®s commune who could be forced to vote
according to orders. Moreover, the commission charged
with examining the votingolls inscribed some who had been
dead for eight or ten years, and sometimes by varying the
names managed to inscribe others two or three times over.
For instance they enterédK oz si k Ma then" Kogsikos , "
J 8 n casd finally " Maly J 8 n oobvjously in order to get

one and the same person to vote several times. On the other
hand they omitted altogether from the roll some electors
whom they knew to be either supporters of the Opposition
or at least unreliable. Two brothers, millers, called Bebla
vovcov T the elder of whom is the second largest proprietor
in the communei  were omitted altogether, and the same
thing happened to others.

But even all these tricks in the composition of the veting
rolls were unavailing. The population had gradually bezom
much more independent and sedfiant, thanks to American
emigration it freed itself materially from Jewish control,
and the influence of the Slovak préssespecially theSlovensky
Tyzdenniki  roused it to a consciousness of its own worth
and duties Thus in spite of the efforts of the authorities,
Dr. Okanyik found enthusiastic support in Verbovce when he
raised the banner of the small proprietors.

When he spoke at Verbovce, it became at once apparent
that the days were over when the men of Verbaveee brought
to the poll like cattle to the slaughteouse, and that this
former stronghold of any Government candidate could be
relied upon no longer. When the Government party realized
this, it did not scruple to employ any act of intimidation and
illegality to influence the electors.

The chiefs z o | gd BS2emicz, Mr.S z § at@irst forbade
Dr. Okanyik to hold a meeting in Verbovce on a Sunday
after church service, on the ground that Sunday was meant
for prayers, and a political speech would distuhe faithful
in their devotior®  Finally Dr. Okanyik was granted leave

®1 Lest English or Scottish readers should be tempted to take this
seriously, it may be pointed out that Sundays and festivals are the
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to deliver his address on a Saturdayut on arriving at
Verbovce, he was obliged by the mayor, Samuel Manak, to
speak at the cattimarket outside the village and not in the
principal square, where later on DK o s t ga& | his address
under an escort of troops and gendarmes.

Okanyik devoted Isi speech mainly to the needs of small
landholders. He was continually interrupted by stupid
remarks and thregtsbut the speech made so favourable an
impression, that even Okanyk' opponents attempted to
challenge his arguments, and some even admittad jtistice,
thus showing that their support of the official candidate was
only due to pressure.

The authorities, in despair, canvassed day and night.
In the parish council office there was no pretence at ordinary
work for several weeks before the electioReople were
cited to the office under pretext of official business, and there
offered money or deluded with promises. One was promised
that his son would be released from military servioghers
were warned that their sons on service would have their
usual harvest leave docked, etc.

As all these efforts seemed of doubtful efficacy, twesity
hussars were despatched to Verbovce "tgreserve order,"
though nothing whatever had happened which could justify
such a measure. All these hussars were to haven bee
guartered on the heads of the Okanyik party, and the
latter would have been obliged to clear their own stables and
byres for them, if the lieutenant in command had not rejected
them as unsuitable for army horses. It should be added
that this officer, Bawn Piller, behaved in an absolutely correct
manner towards Okanyik's adherents.

The votingroll of Verbovce containe®25 names j Okanyik
had 187 adherents, hence the Government party cannot have
had more thanl140 voters. At the poll the Government
electos from Verbovce voted before the second commission,
at which Dr. Uzonyi, notary of Szakoicza, acted as returning
officer. The voters were introduced in batches of six or seven
in such a way that Okanyik's representative could not always see
properly what vas going on, and the voters' names were read
out as they appeared before the returning officer. Where
there were several voters of the same name, a Government
voter was allowed to record a vote both in his owame and

only really favourable days for ntiegs, the peasantry being on other
days busy in the fields.
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in that of his namesake. Quite imaginary voters recorded
their votes in the name of dead men or of persons who either
did not exist or had been fraudulently inserted in the voting
r ol | Lwish oy af sixteen, IgnaReichsfeld,voted instead

of his father of the same name, who though he died ten years
ago is still on the roll. Indeed the roll contains three Ignaz
Reichsfeld's, though only a single one actually exists. Further
concrete caseare the following. Two votes were recorded in
the name of PauMa n ® kvotes 2ach in the names of Paul
K u h § fr@nk Chvojnice and PauMe | i ¢ hwlile ecértain
persons who had neote at all, voted twice or three times, and
others recorded the votes ofeatl namesakes. Okanyik's
representative at the poll noted many other cases, but when
he protested, the returning officer replied, Don't interfere
with my rights until 1 call upon you. Then you can
speak,” and all the former could do was to keep a careful
record of these illegalities.

APPENDIX II
PROHIBITION OF OUFOFDOOR MEETINGS
From the Chief Szolgab2r . of

No. 1464/1910.

Dr. Louis Okanyik notifies that he wishes to hold a public meeting
on April 24 at 3.30 p.m. in Holies, on he public square before the
Roman Catholic Church.

Decision.

| take cognisance of this notification, in accordance with ministerial
order No. 766 of 1898, permitting the meeting not on the public square,
but in a closed locality.

Consequently | summon thenotifier to find for himself a closed
locality and to notify it to me in my office not later thd® o'clock on
the morning of the 24th, so that | can inspect it, to see whether it is
suited for this purpose.

Reasons.

| had to sanction this meeting, forethperson of thenotifier as priest
offers me the guarantee that he will not transgress the limit of free
speech(sz-11 8§s s zabBud 4 &ould pod cpllo® rtt@t party
assembly on the place mentioned by hiwiz. before the presbytery,
for this place is exclusively for the Roman Catholic Church and its
intrance, and so through the noise of the meeting the devotions might
be disturbed on the other hand, this place is so narrow that the -meet
ing might block up the street, with the result not only tlt@mmuni
catious would be disturbed, but the people would be exposed to bodily
injury.

This place is also unsuitable because just at the time notified the
people coming from service consist to a great extent of women and
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children, who are not qualdéd to take part in a meeting, and | should
be compelled to remove them from the place, which might have- incal
culable results.

So public a place is also unsuited for the holding of political speeches,
for the further reason that on feast days a large eunob foreign
elements from neighbouring Moravian villages are in the habit of mak
ing excursions to Holiesand as their political convictions are the
very opposite of our own, this could give occasion to demonstrations
which | could not prevent with trermed force at my disposal.

For the maintenance of public order not thatifier but the authe
rities are responsible.

Finally, since it is not the purpose of the party meeting that unquali
fied elements should take up position against the enjoyerliical
rights, the meeting can only take place where such elements are ex
cluded, i.e. in a closed localjtyor the practice of holding meetings
in public places and streets is not for serious politics, but usually for
the unrestrained mob, since ordlass warfare and incitement against
the community are wont to gain a foothold there.

The interference of such crowds might also injure the political con
victions of thenotifier.

Against this decision appeal can be lodged within fifteen days either
orally or in writing in my office or through the VieBheriff.

This is notified (i) to the communal authorities of Holi€®) to Dr.
Louis Okanyik, resident in Szakolcza.

HolLics, April 23,1910. Sz AB,an.p.,
(Official stamp.) Chief'Szol gabzr -

[The Magyar orignal of this document is in my possession.
R.W.S:W.]

APPENDIX 11l

MEETING PROHIBITED AT6 O'CLOCK, BECAUSE A RIVAL
MEETING IS FIXED FOR4 O'CLOCK

FROM THECHIEF Sz ¢ L G A B'B ®FFICE, DISTRICT OFSZAKOLCZA
No. 1465/1910.
Dr. Louis Okanyik notifies thahe wishes to hold a public meeting
in the commune dK 0 p ¢ DB ApY 24 at6 o'clock.
Decision.

In accordance with Ministerial Ord&i66 of 1898, do not take cog
nisance of this natification and forbid the holding of the meeting, while
pointing out tke legal consequengebecause on the same day, April
24, at 4 p.m., a similar public meeting takes place at Holies, which
might be prolonged till evening, and because the force charged with
upholding public order is occupied, and | am therefore not ins#igo
to send the necessary force to maintain order in the commune referred
to. If | gave my sanction, it might come to disturbances in the- com
mune ofK o p ¢ s&hdh fgr,this | cannnot undertake the responsibility.
... (appeal allowed within fifteen ¢g). . . .

Houes April 23,1910. Sz AB,aN.p.
[The Magyar original of this document is in my possession.}
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CHAPTER VI

The Election in Szenicz

CANDIDATES: Mr. Vagyon,Party of National Work.
Mr. Milan Hodza, Slovak National Party.

HE following account has been supplied to me by

reliable persons in the constituency itself, who are in a

position to bring forward witnesses or documents for every
statement which it contains.

" On Marcha @, 4 @dnférence of the Slovak National
Party in the constituencyas held at Szenicz, almost every
commune being represented, and

nominated as candidate.

"The first electoral addresses were duly notified for Sunday,
May 1, in the communes oSt ep an - and M0y odmst- |,
were not allowed bythe authorities, on the ground that the
people of these communes would run great danger of being
incited, on this international day of celebration, by unscrupu
lous Socialist agitators. In consequence of this, the electoral
addresses were postponed tile following Sunday, May8,
but they were again not allowed. The decision of the autho
rities in St e p@aam 517/1910) runs as follows This noti
fication is not taken cognisance of, because the electoral
address is proposed for Sunday 12 o'clock midday, in other
words at the very time when the peaceable people are going
home from the church service, and so it may be assumed
that the public order and the safety of person and property

winiild he endanneared  and the antharitiee frannat agsyme

UIT ITOPUDIVIIIILY 1UI LIND.

The chiefs z ol g aldp 2imformed the President of the
Slovak National Party, Dr. Louis Simko, in his decision No.
2182/1910, that he would under no circumstances allow public
addresses to be held in his district on Sundays or festival
on the ground that the people are on such days peculiarly
open to the hateful stumgratory of unscrupulous agitators
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and homeless vagabond§ f ° | d° nf utand thati hkeang) ,
had not enough gendarmes at his disposal to eptev
excesses.

Appeals were lodged against this action, but to no- pur
pose. The candidate, when he applied personally at the
Ministry of the Interior, was promised redress, but in the
county another opinion prevailed. Hod2a had reckoned upon
the Ministry nsisting upon a pure election in Szenicz, even
against the will of the county authoritiebut it soon became
obvious that he was out of his reckoning. He had to- con
tent himself with speaking on weekdays in the villagdse
chiefs z o | ghavng calclated that in this way Hod2a would
only have small audiences, since the peasants are of course busy
working in the fields on ordinary days.

The chiefs z o | g Brb Bouis S z © hdepted very skilful
tactics, in ordering seven to twelve gendarmes"t@accon-
pany " each candidate. Their functions varied according
as the candidate was calldthgyon or Hod2a. In the former
case, they had to attend to the audience, since otherwise
hardly any one would have appeared at the meeting except
the village mayor and he local Jews. They also had to
prevent awkward remarks on the part of the electors, or at
least to punish them at once. In Hodzia's case they had
more to do, and there were generally a dozen of them. Above
all, they had to keep a wide space free in frohtthe candi
date, so that it was not always easy to hear every word. And
any one who tried to come nearer might easily be dropped
upon. Straight opposite the candidate stood the ol gab2r -
smoking, yawning, measuring the speaker with his angriest
looks, occasionally interrupting. A good example of this- oc
curred at St ep an - . pointéd e an his speech, that
the Kind 2also favoured the introduction of Universal Suffrage
in Hungary," and if our King..." "l cannot allow the
candidate to mention th&ing in his speech." The speaker
went on," And even though all those in authority were against
us, God would still help us to our rights. .." " | forbid
you," cried thes z o | g a to 2use -the name of God in your
speech'

" Being limited to weekdaysHodza resolved to open his
campaign on Tuesday, May7. Dr. Simko, in the name

%2 [The reader must not forget that Francis Joseph is Emperor of
Austria only, an&King of Hungary,i ILW. S. W.]
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of the party, notified that éb&a would arrive at the station

on WhitMonday, 16th the s z o | g eetjuested him not

to have a" band®&o meetmhim, but consented to the
candidate being welcomed at the station and addressing a
few words to the people from the house where he wastdp.

He also gave his word that freedom of speech should be re
spected. When the day came, however, the people turned
out in such crowds that the row of carriages and carts stretched
over a mile from the station, and several thousand people
were in thetown. Thes z o | gwab furious at this. Hodza
when he reached the house, spoke a few words, in which
two young clerks of thes z ol g aterfupted him with
cries of "Be off." What he said was roughly thi$ You
have often proved your good sense, armulrybehaviour is
different from that of these interrupters, who only shout and
have no idea of the common good. We Slovaks respect the
law and observe it, and we want to see that the laws are
observed by those in this district whose duty it is to uphold
the laws. My heartiest thanks, farewell" Hardly had

he spoken, when a kind of panic arose in the crowd. The
twelve gendarmes, on the orders of the clset ol ghad 2 r - |,
attacked and driven back the crowd, and thez 0l gab2 r -
then came forward and said, "Abe candidate has charged
the officials of the district with not observing the law, | forbid
him to speak."™ So that is your word of hondar' answered
Dr. i mko.

"Next day (May 17) Hodza began his campaign, which
was like a triumphal processionobserves, both friendly
and hostile, of the popular enthusiasm, were certain of his
election. Those however who knew better the game of
the county clique, did not share this opinion. Above all,
they took account of the fact that a large proportion of the
indepenént electors had been expunged from the voting
roll, so that out of a total 02,400 no less tharb00 safe votes
had been lost to the Slovak Party. Among the local Jews
and clerks, on the other hand, Universal Suffrage already
prevailed, for practically alof them, over the age of eighteen,
had been entered as voters. Besides this, a large number of
the names of electors were wrongly entered, so that many
could have been rejected in this way.

"On May 31 the leaders of the Slovak party of Szenicz be
came avare of strange proceedings in the district. Eighty
gendarmes, half a battalion of infantry and a squadron of
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dragoons received orders to draw a triple cordon round the
little town of Szenicz. In some of the villages drums were
beaten and the people informed that only real electors would
be allowed to pass through the cordons into Szenicz. This
simply meant that the county officials and gendarmes would
be free to let through just whom they pleased, since not a
single free passad been given out to the electors.

"At 4 o'clock two SlovakVer t r auehnsDn? Louise r
Simko and Dr. CyrilHo r vi§ twant to the returning officer,
to hand in the candidate's nomination and to request par
ticulars about the places to be assigned te parties. The
returning officer found that the names of three of the necessary
twelve proposers were not written precisely as in the voting
roll, and therefore handed back the documienta clear sign
of how he would treat inaccurate spelling on the \gptioll,
when it came to voting. He then ordered that Vagyon's
electors should enter by the main streets and take up their
guarters in the square opposite the chief inn, while Hodza's
electors were to go by paths outside the town and @&
yards outside, until they received further instructions. He
refused to give a single free pass to Hodza's party. Thus
from the very first the Slovak leaders were deprived of the
possibility of bringing their electors to the poll.

" As a result, all the Slovak represdivtas met that evening,
and resolved to take no part in the electianessengers
were sent to every village, ordering that no Slovak elector
should appear at the poll next day. Discipline was so good
that only two men failed to compfy.

" The necessary gmatures having been added to the nemin
ation paper, this was accepted by the returning officer,
who consequently opened the poll next morning. The officials
naturally wanted to get together as many votes as possible,
and so more than one labourer, whod hao right to vote,
voted two or three times for absent electors. In this way
over 1,100 votes were recorded for the Government candidate,
although, out of a total 01,980 electors, only700 at the very
most were present in Szenicz that day.

"Hodza, who was detained in Budapest by other matters,
only heard of his withdrawal after all was over. His opponents,
however, had spread the report that he had betrayed the
people, by accepting some high post from the Ministry.

L. LThe reason for abstention was that attempt to assert their
rights would inevitably have led to bloodshed.
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"On the morning of the poll, every entrance to the town
was invested by troops and gendarmes. The Slovak party
leaders felt that it was impossible tontend against over
whelming armed force, and were anxious not to involve their
supporters in dangerous conflicts.

"Since the election the supporters of the Slovak party have
been subjected to continual annoyances. There are 9060
cases of persons Iog cited and punished by trez ol gab?2r -
few are ever dismissed. Under such circumstances it is only
possible to cite a few examples.

"In many cases the gendarmes gave notice testheo | giab 2 r -
presumably acting on instructioris that the dunghills inthe
small peasant proprietors' farmyards were not in proper
order, or had been allowed to get too large, or that such and
such a peasant had driven his cart too fast. The punishment
for such offences varied fromd to 200 crowns (is.6d. to A8 ) ,
and there @ scarcely ten electors of the Slovak party in the
constituency, who have not been cited. Many brought proofs
of innocence, to no effect. For instance, Stephen Jurovaty,
from Korlatko, when the gendarmes came to him, was cau
tious enough to get the vile mayor and another member
of the parish council, and to point out to them that his dung
hill had been cleaned out and was in perfect order. They
both confirmed this before the z o | g bub Rerdecided that
the evidence of the gendarmes was more tHelighan that
of the mayor and councillor. He employed the same line
of argument in many other cases.

" Those who cited facts in their defence, fared badly. For
instance,Florian Hrica, from Stepanovi who had been cited
for not having any closet to his e i was fined 50
crowns ( A 2simply because, as the z o | ghanisélf rempha
sized, he had pointed out that his neighbour, who was against
Hod2a, also had no closet. The others were only fided
crowns (3s3d.)

"Kelemen Haba,fromDojcs, cited for anaccumulation of
dung in his yard, had th& impudence" to say to theszolga
b 2 rthat the property of the Kufmers in Szenicz itself had
100 times as much dung in its farmyard as there was in his.
For this he was finedlO crowns, while the other villageref
Dojcs, over sixty in number, only had to pagrowns each.

"As a result of the formal reception of the candidate on
May 16, about 100 peasants were cited and fin@d crowns
each, for alleged furious driving. It is a notorious fact that
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such a thing was quite impossible on that day, the crowd
being so great that the carts had to go at a walking pace.
Several of the persons sentenced were able to prove that they
were not there at the time allegéd for instance John Orglik,
from Kunov, who was in church. Others, for instance, John
Macek, from Rovensko, proved that they had no horses, but
only cows (and so could not have indulged in fast driving),
but the gendarmes had denounced them, and this was enough.
" Some young fébws of Smolinsko had erected a kind of
triumphal arch in honour of Hodza. For this offence almost
every young man in the village was cited and fin2d
crowns each, although the four guilty" persons came fer
ward and admitted that they alone had exkcie Even
this was not enough for the z o | g hate? on-he cited the
fathers of the youths he had sentenced, and punished them also
for the same offence.

" The worst victims were the villagers of HIboka. After the
elections 0f1906 the chiefs z o | ghadwitihdrawn the licence
of the inn of Hiboka, under the pretext that the inn was a centre
for " Panslav" tendencies, but in reality because the villagers
had voted for the Slovak candidate Veselovsky. Three years
ago the village notary induced severatapant electors of
Hlboka to sign a declaration before the chisfz ol gab?2r -
pledging them at any future elections to vote for the latter'
party, and in return for this, the inn licence was restored. At
the election of 1910 they wanted to atone for thihaviour,
and so all held with their pastor, a keen supporter of Hodza.
This, however, was too much for tlsez o | g ldebiAtarvened
in person at the Finance and Excise Office in Nyitra, and the
licence was again withdrawn, with right of appeal. The
szola b 2however ignored the right of appeal and at once had
the inn forcibly closed. On Hodza taking steps in Budapest,
a telegram was sent from the Ministry of Finance to the
clergyman of Hlboka, informing him that he had instructed
the local authorities toopen the inn immediately. As no
one came to do this, the clergyman applied toshe ol gab2r -
whom he happened to meet, and asked him to have the inn
opened. Thes z o | graplied rthat he had no time, and the
clergyman had better open it himself. Wheregsed by the
latter, he answered, in the presence of numerous witnesses
" Open the place yourselfit will soon be closed again, and
then you can appeal to God Almighty
"The sequel of this incident was that some of the peasants



105

of Hlboka were sentenced, for dunghill neglect, not2{o4 or

even t020 crowns, buto the maximum penalty 800 crowns( A,8 )
and at the same time advised not to appeal, as it would be to
no purpose. John Kubicek at once paid his fine, but onahppe
it was reduced to20 crowns. Even this was enough, eon
sidering the continual rain which fell this year, and made it
quite impossible to prevent streams of water running round
a dunghill.

" The clergyman of Hlboka was cited for reopening without
authoization to do so. At his hearing, all the witnesses of
the incident deposed on oath, that the o | ghadrequested,
or at least authorized, him to reopen the inn. Bhe ol gab2 r -
however denied this on oath. The court found the clergyman
guilty and sergnced him to a fine af0 crowns.

" A week before the election almost all the inn licericesxcept
those belonging to Jews were withdrawn, permission being
left to their owners to hold on until the period within which
appeal is possible (i.e., fifteedays) had expired. In other
words whoever does not vote faragyon, will lose his licence
finally after the election.

" A stranger who hears all this, will be apt to inquirelow is
it possible that the people put up with all thi€an they not
assert their right® ' The answer to this is that after the
elections 0f1906 more than280 complaints were lodged against
the administrative authorities, and thawvery one of these
was rejected in every court. What else can be expected, when
it is possible forthe accused official to act as examining magis
trate {juge d'instruction) in his own case Some of these
complaints, for instance, reflected upon the cléez - | ogabi r
of Szenicz, and yet it was he who inquired into them and
reported on them to the Pubkeosecutor."
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CHAPTER VII

The ElectioninR- zsahegy

CANDIDATES: Mr. JosephAngyal, Party of National Work.
Father LouisBajor, Slovak National Party.

HAVE received from very trustworthy sources a report

of the election inR- z s a hbatg although it contains

many striking instances of the official attitude at election
time, and of the difficulties with which nedagyar candidates
have to contend, | have decided not to print it, but to leave
the following five documents to speak for themselves. From
them the reader will see that the Slovak candidate was re
peatedly prevented from holding meetings in the constituency,
on the most arbitrary grounds.

It should be remembered that the constituencyRof z s ahegy
is the scene of the Slovak leader, Father Kdlim persecution
and of the massacre of Csernova. On Novembegr 1906,
Father Hlinka, the town priest odR - z s a lwasgsentenced
to two years' imprisonment and a fine D500 crowns, for a
speech made in support of D& r o bthierSJovak candidate,
who was himself sentenced to one year's imprisonment for his
electoral address (while three others received sentences of six
months, one of four months, and six of three months each, in
addition to fines). In Mayl1908 Father Hlinka was brought
from prison to met a fresh charge df incitement," incurred
in two farewell articles addressed to his parishioners on his
entrance into prison, and was condemned to eighteen months'
imprisonment and a fine oR00 crowns. In Junel906 he
had already been suspended by Bishop for taking part in
the election. Hlinka appealed to Rome, and although the
Bishop brought forward close upon sixty charges against him
(including simony), he was at length, in Mart&B09, acquitted
by the Roman Curia and triumphantly reinstateldisnparish.
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On October27, 1907 (before Hlinka had entered prison, but
during his absence froR - z s a hae @tiept was made to
consecrate by force a new church in Hliskaative village of
Csernova, against the wishes of the peasantrye TDlen
darmes who accompanied the wablg celebrants fired on the
crowd, and fifteen peasants were killed, and many others
wounded. The massacre was treated dsravolt ": fifty-nine
persons were brought to trial, and thirtywe of these were
sentencedto a total of thirtysix years and six months' im
prisonment (among others, Hlinka's sister to three years).
SeeRacial Problems in Hungarpp. 331-351.

In October 1910 FatheBajor was brought to trial on a
charge of" incitement against the Magyar imat" incurred
in his electoral address, and was sentenced to three months'
imprisonment and a fine oR00 crowns. | give a transla
tion of part of the Indictment made agairBajor (Appendix
IX), in order that the reader may have an idea of the kind of
phrases incriminated by a Hungarian Public Prosecutor.
After perusing this document, he will perhaps revise his- defi
nition of " freedom of speech at elections."

APPENDIX IV
PROHIBITION OF MEETINGS, OWING TO DISTANCE
(A) From the Chief of Police of the BmmghofR- zsahegy

No. 1867,1910.

The parliamentary candidate, MichadBajor, notifies his desire to
deliver electoral addresses on the 17th of this month in Villaludrova,
Vlkolinecz and Csernova.

Decision.

This notification is not taken cognizance of, &ese it is impossible
to send police representativesn a single day to three places lying so
far apart.

At the same time no objection is raised to the parliamentary -candi
date holding electoral addresses at two places on the day in question,
but their pace and hour must be notified without delay in the course
of to-day.

R¢ z s AHE Blay 16,1910.

(official stamp.) For the Commandant of Police,

(signature unreadable),

Captain of Police.

(The original of this document is in my possessiofiR. W.S. W.)
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APPENDIX V

PROHIBITION OF MEETINGS, OWING TO AN INCIDENT
FOUR YEARS PREVIOUSLY

ChiefSz - | g ®Ofthde,R- 'zs ahegy
No. 2114, 1910.
Decision.

The notification of Michael Bajor, resident in R- z s a hparGay ,
mentary candidat to the effect that he wishes to deliver an electoral
address on May22 between11.30 a.m. and1.30 p.m. in K°® z®pr evucza
on the meadow beside the house of Peter Mikula, inhabitanK ®fz ®
prevuczal do not take cognizance of,

Because
The notifier wishes to deliver his electoral address in that commune
in just such a connexion, at just such a time and in just such a place,
as those in which in1906 before the last parliamentary elections the
Roman Catholic priest who is still working there influencece tklee
tions from the platform, with the result that he was sentenced to state
prison in accordance with Law XV @B899.

In consequence thereof the calm disposition of the usually peaceful
people was excited, and thus the security of person and propesy w
seriously endangered.

And since under such circumstances the authorities cannot assume
responsibility for the security of person and property, the notification
could not be accepted.

Whereof | have given notide

(1) To Michael Bajor, resident in R- z sy hse ghat he can appeal
against this decision within fifteen days to the Vice Sheriff of the
County ofL i pthe-appeal, however, being handed in to me.

(2 TothemayoroH8 r o mr e v u ¢ z a Geméiriderish®ery. i bi r -
(3) TothenotaryoH8 r omr evucza.

(4) To the ommander of the Royal Hungarian Gendarmerie in

Oszada, for information and strict execution of this my decision.

Re¢ z s AHE Blay 21,1910. HORNANSKY, m.p.,

(official stamp.) fRszol gab2r ..

(The Magyar original of this document is in my possession. | also
have a similar document (Na2 2 9 5, sigetl Ay the samezolga
b 2 r Mr, Hornansky, refusing to allow another meeting announced
by the Slovak candidate, MBajor, for 3 to 5 p.m. on Juneb, also on
the meadow beside Mikula's house iK° z ®p r e Thisc zeaond
document has evidently been copied word for word from the above
only the dates and the turn of a single phrase have been Qltered
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APPENDIX

APPENDIX VI

THE CANDIDATE ORDERED TO BE PUNCTUAL, AND
MADE RESPONSIBLE FOR PUBLIC ORDER

(FROM THE CHIEF OF POLICE OF THEBOROUGH OFR¢ Z SAHEGY
No. 1957,1910.)

Michael Bajor, parliamentary candidate, announces that he will
deliver an electoral address on M2% at an unamed street and place
between5 and 6 o'clock in the neighbourhood of the school, and on
23rd in Csernova in the square beside the church bet®&esr 9 in
the morning.

Decision.

That part of Michael Bajor's above notification which states that he
will speak at Csernova on the 23rd betw@and 9, | have taken cog
nizance of and | allow the electoral address to be held, on condition
that the address be held not on the square near the church, but on
that portion of the main street which stretches from lbkn Hlinha
inn to the Lawcourt Street.

| learn that thenotifier is in the habit of not adhering punctually
to the hour notified by him and allowed. | consequently point out
to him that he should hold his electoral address punctually at the hours
sanctimed, forif he does not hold it at the precise time, | shall not allow
it to be held later.

That passage of the notification which refers to the electoral ad
dresses of May2 | do not accept, first because in it it is not made
clear in what street and omhat spot(hej) the petitioner(sicl) wants
to hold his address, and second | cannot in the interests of public order
allow this address to be held late in the afternoon, because the address
or at least the gathering of crowds might last till late inefening.

Finally, 1 make thenotifier responsible for public order and also for
security of life and property at the time of the electoral address which
| have allowed, and as long as the speech lasts and until the meeting
disperses.

I make this known to HKthael Bajor, parliamentary candidate,
residentinR- zsahegy.

RozsAHEGY, May 21,1910. {signature unreadable),
(offcial stamp.) Captain of Police.
(The Magyar original of this document is in my possession.)

APPENDIX VII

PROHIBITION OF MEETINGS, OWING TO REGIOUS
PROCESSIONS

EXPRESSTELEGRAM TOMICHAEL BAJOR, FROM CHIEF
SZ 0L GABORRE Z S AHE BIny 25,1910
" Electoral address notified for morning at Nagybordvelo not
allow in view of religious processions.
"ChiefSzol gab2zr - . "
(The original is in my posssion.)
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THE ELECTION IN ROZSAHEGY

APPENDIX VIII

PROHIBITION OF MEETINGS, BECAUSE FIXED FOR
OTHER THAN OFFICIAL HOURS, AND BECAUSE THE
CANDIDATE FAILED TO APPEAR ON A FORMER
OCCASION

No. 639(1910)
Notice of the parliamentary candidate, Michadajor, regarding
electoral addresses to be held on the 29th of this month.

Decision.

I do not take cognizance of Michael Bajor's notification, with the
exception of the commune Afl s - matt yasocz.

Reasons.

For the commune of Nagyborove the electoral address xed fifor
the hour of twelve to one o'clockconsidering that official hours are
not kept at that time and that the electoral address might just as well
have been altered to another time&o not accept the notification.

With regard to Hutti and Ho s z uthe® thglding of an electoral
address was already notified once for those places on R&ayand |
therefore appeared there and waited for the candidate till late in the
evening the latter, however, without any reason, failed to give his
address then.| am therefore not inclined to go out a second time,
possibly again to no purpose, and for this reason | do not accept the
notification.

For the commune ofAl s - mat t yermito the address, on con
dition that if it does not take place, my office is notifigotélegram.

Above decision can be contested by an appeal to the Vice Sheriff of

the County.
MichaelBajorin R - z s aidimfagnyed of the above.
Ne MET LI pMayR7,1910. THURE C2NW.p.,
(offcial stamp.) ChiefSzol gab2zr -

(The Magyar original of this docuent is in my possession.)

APPENDIX IX

No. 3484,1910.
An inquiry has been instituted against MichadBajor, charged
with the offence of incitement. | submit herewith ihd@ictment.

| accuse MichaelBajor, native of B o b raged thirtythree, R.C. priest
of Ho!l | - Laf the bfferce of incitement undés  16f the Criminal
Code, in that he did on April7, 1910, inR - z s a betorg ya crowd of
400 to 500 persons, publicly incite the Slovak nationality to hatred
againsthe Magyars.
| challenge espedig the following parts of his speech i
" To the faithless doubter | point to Szege®,8 c z, -NM&mai a
and lllava, and | am convinced that if not even the cold walls of the
prisons, but the clank of convict chains, and sighs which cry up to
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heaven for vengeance and . . . the utter desertion should break down
our devilish faithless denials, but actually cause them and convince
them of the bitter lot of an individual who is conscious of his Slovak

nationality . . ."

In the course fohis speech he called the leading Magyar -poli
ticians a race of Tartar robbers,” the Magyar nation a Tartar race
(fajzat) which oppresses the Slovaks.

Of the Magyar Government he made the following assertitih
persecuted, tormented, imprisoned owaders, in the belief that if one
removes the shepherds, the sheep also scatter. But not even content
with this, the plundering wolves fell upon the sheep, the plerteg
devout Slovak people. But why do | mention these heartbreaking
injustices, why do Ireopen the still unhealed wounds of the Slovak
hearts, why do | set flowing again the Slovak people's bitter tears, when
it would be better to stem thé&rThese Tartar ravages would still have
lasted till the present day."

" We want to put an end to dke illegalities, which cry to heaven,
which even our chief enemies admit, when they fully condemn the
bloody persecution ** to which the peaclving Slovaks were merci
lessly subjected under the Coalition Governmerit.

" lest unscrupulous offadl organs misuse the Slovak people's
ignorance of the Magyar language. "

" We want to live, we want to live as Slovaks. We only wish that
no one should seize us with impunity, or persecute us, or spit in our
face . . . merely because God Almighty ceshtus as Slovaks and
we want to remain Slovaks. We only wish that every fool may not be
free to come and abuse the Slovaks as Slovak cattle

" | should like to be the storm, the tempest which heals the miseries
of the Slovaks, so that | might blow -tlay throughout the Slovak
district...."

| propose the Royal Court 8- z s aas suijey for the trial . . .

Reasons.
Accused defended himself on the ground that he did not say

more than is contained in the speech drafted by him, that in it he did
na mention the Magyar nation, but criticised from a political stand
point the Government's attitude on Universal Suffrage and the declara
tions of Magyar politicians regarding the Slovak nationality.

The political views of the leading politicians of thead@ar nation and
of the Government are identical with the viewsMdgyardom inthe racial
question. When then the accused -contrasted the leading politicians
of the Magyar nation and the Government with the Slovak nationality,
he awakened in his whole aedce the knowledge that under the ol
ticians of the Government and the Magyar natiba really meant the
Magyars. . . .

Accused himself steps into the ranks of a champion of the rights of
the Slovak nationality andorovokes the order for arrestin orde that
he may appear to the credulous Slovak population to act without self
interest.

By the very fact that accused considers necessary a struggle between

5 An allusion to the Csernova Massacre in Octdl8g7.
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the Magyas and nationalities enjoying equal rights with them in
this country, he wishes to rouse in his Slovak audience the conviction
that the Slovak nationality is robbed of its rights in the face of the
Magyars, and that he is not a citizen enjoying equal rigints this
country. .. &

(Here the extracts already given are told over again.)

When then the accused, using the most violent expressions, maintains
of the Government and the leading politicians of the Magyar State and
of the executive offices of Statethat these factors rob the Slovak
population of their rights . . . it is evident that thereby he contrasts
the Magyar as the nationality which founded the State, with the
Slovak nationality.

But this contrast and the untrue description of the Slovaksatih
(that their chief leaders languish in prisons among convicts, that
ravening wolvesi by this the Magyars are meatrit hurled themselves
upon the peaekving Slovak people, so that it is in misery and lives
deprived of its rights and subject to iofal abusesi all this had no
other purpose than to incite the Slovak audience to hatred against the
Magyars.

The inciting tendency of the speech ot removed by the context
" We are devoted to our country from the depths of our hearts,
we shrirk from no kind of sacrifice..."

(He ends by claimingBaj or's punishment for incitement under
Par.1720of Crim. Code.)

JuLIus BELOPOTOCZKY,
Public Prosecutor.
R¢ z s AHE Gty 20,1910.

% In other words, it is a criminal offence to criticize the executio
of the Law of Nationalities (admittedly a dead letter), by asserting that
all citizens are not treated equally by the law.
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CHAPTER VIII

The Election in Kisjeno

CaANDIDATES: June Count Ladislas Wenckheim, Party of National
Work.

ZoardL § z Rarty,of Independence.

Octavian Gogd, Roumanian National Party.

Junelb6 (second ballot) Count WenckheimOctavian

Goga.

GOLD and Blood" would form a suitable title for a book
dealing with electoral abuses in Hungaryor al
most everywhere these were the two decisive factors which
secured the victory of the present Government. Our present
object however, is not to prove that a large number of votes

were bought by the Governmtemparty in Ki s j amd °that
next to the weapons of the gendarmes, a liberal supply of
cash was the most telling argument in their favour, but to
deal with electoral abuses of another kind, and notably the
illegal pressure exercised by the administrativiicials and

the brutal behaviour of the gendarmes.

The chief strength of the Nationalist Party lay in the enthu
siasm kindled in the masses by contact with their leaders. It
was only necessary to appear among the peasantry, to recite
the catalogue of tliegrievances and to point out the remedies
requiredi and they were ours, without the need for money or
for highsounding promises. Hence it became essential for the
Government party to isolate the Roumanian peasantry from
its natural leaders, the eduddteclass this once achieved,
bribery and intimidation became more practicable.

We have collected under three main heads a considerable
number of concrete facts of electoral corruption.

% The most promising andjpopular of the younger Roumanian poets.
For a brief account of his persecution by the Magyar authorities, see
my letters in theSpectatormandNationof Jan.22,1910.
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|. ISOLATION OF THEELECTORS FROM THEIRLEADERS ARREST
AND EXPULSION OFROUMANIAN CANVASSERS

The oreér was given to the gendarmerie that all persons
acting for the Roumanian National Party and attempting to
discuss any election matters with the people, should be expelled
from the communes of the constituency. In this way Dr.
Justin Marsieu, advocate, DrAdrian Popescu and Dr. G.
Crisan, law students, and Brutus Pacurariu, bank official, were
arrested and escorted out of the district.

A Roumanian journalist, George Stoica, of the Foaia Popo
rului in Hermannstadt, had been sent to the commune of
Ker ¢tb%ssemble the Roumanian electors there and bring
them toKi s j amnhe day of the election. On the day after
his arrival, he was arrested in the street by gendarmes. An
old woman of sixty, the mother of the villager Theodore Palincas
with whom Stoica wasconversing at the moment, asked the
gendarme what offence he had committed, to be arrested in
this way but the only answer she received was then
darme'sclenched fist in her face, drawing blood from nose and
mouth. Brought before the village mayorhet journalist
produced his passport and gave references to the priest of
Ker ¢ thé Archpriest Augustus Tarsiu and his curate Julius
Popp. None) the less he was kept under arrest in the village
jail, under the pretext of' incitement against the Magyars,
and at9 o'clock the same evening was escorted by two- gen
darmes in a farmcart tKi s j wherfe,they arrived atll
o'clock. Here Stoica was put into a filthy cell, which had been
occupied till only a few hours before by a gang of wandering
gipsies, andvas kept there till nine next morning. Thanks to the
efforts of the local Roumanian advocates Dr. C. Ardelean and
Dr. G. Popovici, he was then examined by the cBief ol gab 2 r -
Csukai, and as there was no evidence against him, was set at
liberty. He was hwever forbidden to move about in the district
during the electoral campaign, on the ground that he was
" a danger to the state," having been sentenced in February
1908 to 18 months' imprisonment for an article in theipta.
Stoicas first step on regaininchis liberty, was to take a hot
bath, to rid himself of the crowd of obnoxious companions whom
"His Majesty's pleasure" permits to haunt the celKof s j e n © .

Before the second ballot, the Roumanian party leaders were
treated in a still more summary mannérhe strictest orders
were given to expel all canvassers belonging to the Roumanian
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National Party, and consequently even the men who came
to engage carriages for bringing the Roumanian voters to the
poll, were ejected. Aman others, on Junel2 the Ilaw
student John Codrean and the small proprietor Uros Patean
were expelled from the village o6 z ® k u Thatasame day
the former M.P. Vasile Goldis paid a visit to his sisterSirz- ®
kudvar, but it was only after a long and digreeable dispute
with the gendarmes that he was allowed to remain there, and
the latter posted themselves at the door of the house and
allowed none to enter or communicate with Goldis. After his
visit was ended, the former deputy was escorted betweemdraw
bayonets down the village street to the station.

Dr. T. Maior, advocate, and Justin Capra, law student, were
expelled from the village of Miske, and on Jui4 Dr. Julius
Marsieu, advocate, and Theodore Leucutia, schoolmaster,
from Nagypel. On Junel5 (the day preceding the election)
the Roumanian party organizers were expelled all along the
line, the object of course being that the peasantry should be
left entirely without any person versed in the law and capable
of holding his ground against terrorisrmda corruption. For
instance, Dr. Aurelus Cosma, advocate iMemesv§8r,
the former M.P. Dr. John Suciu, advocate Amad and Dr.
Peter Ghozda, lawyer's clerk in Simand, were escorted by
gendarmes out of the commune of Talpdom Szekudvar
were expelled DrJustin Marsieu, advocate, Rev. Peter]Marsieu,
the newly elected priest of the village itself, and John Codrean,
law student from Csintye, Dr. Cornelius Jancu, advocate
from Gyulavarsand, Dr. Michael Marcus. IKer ¢ thé s
gendarmes expelled not meretwo students, Aurelius Capra
and Justin Capra, but also the newly elected deputyforl § gos ,
Dr. Stephen Pop, who appealed in vain to his parliamentary
immunity. In the commune ofS z ® k u thes ahief canvas
sers of the Roumanian party, John Otava, Jopna,l and
John Dehel, were arrested on the day before the second ballot,
and only released next day, after all the electors of the village
had left forKi s jamdch$o could no longer communicate with
them.

The gendarmes actually went so far as to expel Rbe
manian candidate, Mr. Goga, from the villages where he wished
to hold meetings. On Jun®, for instance, he wanted to
attend the church service at Zarand, in company with Dr.
Ardelean but at the entrance to the village his carriage was
surrounded bysix gendarmes, who ordered him with the utmost
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insolence not to get out. They then escorted him with drawn
bayonets as far as the boundary of the commune of Csintye,
where other gendarmes were waiting to escort him to Nadab,
and so on till he found himself back again ki s j vatimoAt
having been allowed to speak to a single person in these three
communes of his constituency.

The record was reached when on the eve of the second ballot
Mr. Goga was prevented from showing hinfiseh the street,
and warned by gendarmes with brusque effrontery that he
would bearrested if he left the house.

The local leaders of the Roumanian paity thirty or forty
in each commun&  were treated by the gendarmes imet
most brutal manner. Everywhere the houses of the priests
and the schoolmasters were watched by groups of four gen
darmes, who prevented them from communicating with each
other. In Nagypel, for instance, the priest was only allowed
to perform his prieg¢ functions under gendarmerie escort,
and the local physician Dr. Theodore Papp was forbidden to
speak to the people on the street, as he went about his ordinary
medical duties. The other priest of Nagypel, Rev. Michael
Ratiu, an old man of sevengight, was stopped by gendarmes
on his way with the sacred elements to a parishioner's deathbed,
and ordered in insulting terms to turn back. You old
robber,"” cried one of the gendarméshave you gone out with
the Bible, to make fools of the people

Anothe priest, Rev. Stephen Leucutia, of Simand, who had
come to visit his mothen-law on her deathbed, was
escorted from the house by gendarmes.

Such means effectively separated the masses from their
natural leaders and left the officials free to bring i@y
every trick of the prevailing electoral system.

Needless to say, the electors of the other party were treated
in a very different manner. Count Wenckheim's agents and
canvassers were free to go where they pleased. Gipsies fiddled
in the inns, and wineflowed in streams. The notary sum
moned voters to him and made every effort to win them for
the Government party. Even the chi§ z ol g afb the -
district went round daily in a motarar and went into the peas
ants' houses, to tell them whom to vote.fd\ single in
stance shows the attitude of the gendarmes towards Count
Wenckheim's agents. On Jurd® three of Mr. Goga's party
organizers Aurelius Capra, law student, Johmb r - clerk,,
and Theodore Tuleu, peasant, drove to the villageCaj y i ,
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order to win over theMagyar voters there for the Roumanian
candidate's cause. Whénheld up" by the gendarmerie and
ordered to prove their identity, they pretended to be agents of
Count Wenckheim, whereupon the gendarmes rate csaluted
respectfully and let them pass without further ado. It was
only through this trick that they were enabled to come into
contact with the people for a few hours.

The same gendarmes who forcibly ejected Mr. Goga's agents,
acted as escort for th@ents of his opponent and did everything
to assist them. At the best a Roumanian canvasser here and
there succeeded in finding his way by night over fences or
hedges into the courtyard of a peasant, or, himself disguised
as a peasant, with hoe upon his udter, accosted an elector
as he worked in the fields.

Il.  INTIMIDATION AND BLOWS

Any one who lives in Hungary and has any knowledge of
peasant life, is well aware that the tiller of the soil has*no
more persistent enemy than the gendarme. All theetiat
and passion of which our peasant is capable reveals itself
when he comes to talk of these guardians of public order.
Those who have been present at an electoral campaign in
Hungary, will have no difficulty in understanding this feeling.
The gendarmesra the instrument for enforcing the plans laid
by the local officials, and they thus becorhe sometimes, it
must be admitted, quite against their will the chief agents
of illegality instead of the champions of order. Being for the
most part thoroughlyuneducated, they are naturally inclined,
when once they throw off restraint, to indulge in gross abuse
of their position. During the electoral campaign, daily eom
plaints were brought to the Roumanian candidate by his
supporters. Blows, boxes on the eaksocks from the butt
of a rifle, were freely dealt in by the gendarmes. More than
once peasants who dared to call out the name of Octavian
Goga, were treated to a box on the ears. The lengths to
which the gendarmes went, may be gathered from their- treat
ment of the Roumanian candidate himself. On May for
instance, Mr. Goga was holding his electoral address in the
commune of Csintye. As he alluded in a chance phrase to
" us Roumanians," the leader of the gendarmes charged with
maintaining order at the eeting interrupted with the loud
remark," You are not a Roumaniaryou are a Magyar, for
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you eat Magyar bread.” It is easy to imagine how such a man
behaves towards simple peasants, if he treats their leader thus.
Here are adw typical specimens of the gendarmes' behavi
our in Ki s j k& wa&s.election day. The villagers of Szintye,
who to a man supported the Roumanian candidate, were
making their way to the polling station. Their leader, George
Jencicas, with a tuft of fir irhis hat and a confident smile
on his face, drew upon himself the disfavour of the gendarmes,
one of whom dealt him as he passed a hard blow in the back
with the butt of his rifle. Surprised and angry, Jencicas
turned to him with the questiorl, What are wpu hitting me
for? " As answer, he was dragged away from his comrades
by three gendarmes and under a shower of blows led away to
the town hall. What happened to him there only he can
tell. It was only after some hours had elapsed, and after
repeated appealhad been made to the returning officer, that
he was brought back. Before setting him free, they washed
his face, to remove the traces of their brutality. But none the
less at9 o'clock when he was restored to his friends, the poor
fellow's face was one a&ss of bruises, and his shirt was soaked
with blood. For no fault at all, he had been brutally beaten
no explanation was given at his arrest and none at his rélease.
Another typical example of gendarme brutality occurred
in the village of Zarand beforéhe second ballot. Here, too,
all the electors with two or three exceptions were adherents
of Goga. Some person unknown cut off the manes and cropped
the tails of the horses of the local judge, Mich&arga. The
latter not unnaturally informed the gendane of the fact,
but added that in his opinion only the peasant George Tamas
or his son could have committed such an offence, since they
were the most zealous supporters of Goga in all the village.
The peasantry treated the whole matter as a joke, andedho

7 0On Junel0 complaints were lodged by him with the Gendarmerie
Commando atArad and with theHonved Ministry at Budapest. As
witnesses that Jencicas was beaten with a rifle, were Dr. Cornelius
Jancu, advocate idrad, Rev. Peter Marsieu, Orthodox est, Justin
Capra, law student, John Kirila and Antony Morar, peasants. There
are seven more witnesses to the fact that he was hit and beaten by
gendarmes in the corridor of the town house. Finally there are two
witnesses to the fact that when he was dised at9 o'clock and
his money was given back to him by the gendarmerie corporal, he was
asked whether all was in order and simply saitt,is as it is," where
upon his ears were boxed.

[The first draft of this petition and the postal receipts of its d
patch are in my possession. R.W.S. W.]
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surprise atVargas anger, since all that had happened to his
horses was that they now looked just like the horses of Count
Wenckheim whom he supported, instead of having lonig ta
according to peasant fashion. Thlyendarmastook the affair
much more seriously. Although no Hungarian law had been
infringed i indeed the Supreme Court had once ordered the
qguashing of a trial arising out of a similar incidéntthey began

a severeinvestigation, and without any grounds to go upon,
arrested both George Tamas and his son.

The inquiry was conducted according to their usual recipe.
Tamas senior was not actually beaten, probably because
he was an old manbut he was stuck in a corner withis
face to the wall, and kept there for two days without anything
to eat or drink. Meanwhile the son, a young fellow of eighteen,
was abominably itreated. To begin with, they belaboured
him with the butts of their rifles till he was almost unconssjou
and then they beat him with a switch on the soles of his feet,
until to bring this treatment to an end he at last confessed
to the deed. As, however, the gendarmes refused to stop
until he produced theorpus delicti,the silly fellow, hoping at
least b gain a short respite, told them that the hair clipped
from Varga's horses was to be found in his father's stable.
They took him there, but failed to find any hair, for the simple
reason that he was not the culprit. Fresh-trdatment
followed, as a pushment for his attempt to mislead the
authorities and at last in despair young Tamas told the
gendarmes that he had buried the hair near the well at the
end of the village, and offered to show them the spot if they
would take him there. He could hardly adr himself along,
but he pretended to look for the place, and then with a sudden
effort plungedjieadf oremost into the well (which is six fathoms
deep). The brutality of the gendarmes had driven him to
attempted suicide. They were now really alarmed, arith w
the help of some shepherds rescued George Tamas and brought
him back to life.

It might have been supposed that this would have been
enough for the gendarmes. Needless to say, the peasants
were furious and threatening, the gendarmes applied for
reinforeements, and the very same day they were joined by
forty comrades. And now there began a general pummelling
in the village of Zarand. Something likeOO men, needless
to say all adherents of the Roumanian party, were roughly
handled by the gendarmes. y Bay of intimidating the



120

village priest, the following trick was devised. The young
Tamas was forced, after prolonged +h&ndling, to declare
that it was Father Aurelius Jancu himself who had persuaded
him to cut off the horses’ manes and tails. The priest was
brought to the town house and charged with this offence.
He denied it absolutely, and Tamas had to say to his face
that he had instigated the deed. The priest, in astonishment,
insisted that the boy was not tellingpe truth, when Tamas
burst into tears and begged forgivene$s.lt was not of

my own accord that | falsely accused you, but only after
they have been beating me for three days. Tamas was dis
missed, and the priest was also free to return hdmé for

a whole fortnight afterwards four gendarmes stood on guard
before his presbytery and prevented anyone from crossing
the threshold.

Yet another typical case. On Jurd® the Magyar electors
of Csintye fetched fromK i s j feven flags with which Mr.
Goga had aged to supply thef®f Next day one of them,
named GabrielMo | n Boisted Goga's flag over his house
but the gendarmes promptly tore it down, and though it was
a regular Hungarian tricolour, trampled it in the mud and
destroyed it. Mo | n they abused rouwly for venturing
as a Magyar to hoist the flag of th&allach Goga.Mo | n §r
lodged an appeal against thiskni s j andh When Dr. Ardelean,
as his lawyer, appeared in Szintye to go into the facts, both
the local notary and the corporal of gendarmerie rinfd
him that they knew of no such incident, in spite of the fact
that Mo | ndarged the gendarmes individually by name.
When the lawyer raised objections the corporal threatened
him with his bayonet, exclaiming that he would take no orders
from him and vas not afraid of anybody.

In the commune ofS z ® k u & fumeral was taking place,
and as the procession started the church bell was about to
be tolled, according to the usual practice in Roumanian
villages. The gendarmes, however, forbade this, because
Cownt Wenckheim was at that moment delivering his electoral
address in the village and might be disturbed by the bell.

Pages could be filled with similar incidents the above

® The usual custom at Hungarian elections is for every elector to
hoist over the dor of his house a Hungarian tricolour, inscribed with
the name of the candidate whom he is supporting. These flags are
presented by the candidates to their partisans, this being expressly
sanctioned by lay1899,XV. A 9 .
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are mere fragments, hurriedly committed to paper. But for
every statement witnesses can be produced, who are ready
at any time to assume the responsibility for its truth.

lll. BEHAVIOUR OF THE OFFICIALS. " ORDERS FROM
HEADQUARTERS" " NOT AT HOME"

The Roumanian National Party appealed in vain to the
local authorities for redress of these gross illegalities. The
administrative officials remained absolutely indifferent to
all complaints. Their attitude is well illustrated by the
following incidents:1

Mr. Goga, wishing to remain in close touch with his peasant
supporters, had resolved to revisit all the communes in his
constituency before the second ballot. He was especially
anxious to visit the six pure Magyar villages of the district,
where e had not hitherto addressed the electors and had
now been invited to make a speech. With this object Mr.
Goga notified to the chieSz o | g hidb htention to hold
meetings in eighteen different villages on Juibé and 16,
but in an official intimation,dated June3, the latter prohibited
them all, on the ground that the people was in an excited
mood®® As he had never even set foot in no fewer than
eight out of the eighteen villages, it is obvious that he could
not have been guilty of much agitation therAn appeal
was lodged against the z o | g's deéision, butit was conr
firmed by the ViceSheriff of the county, on the ground that
the original notice omitted the names of the intending speakers,
that there were not enough officials to attend so nmaegtings
in an official capacity, and that there was not enough gendarmes
to maintain order. In this way Mr. Goga was altogether
prevented from appearing in the villages Gfg y Beizerind,
Simonyifalva, Nagyzerind, Fek et egyar mat and Sz ap
Er d Rhfogmywhich he was almost every day receiving
invitations from Magyar opposition voters.

% No. 340 ( KiJsnp & mignpd," Csukay,f Rszol gab2r -
" Because the public feeling of the population has, owing to the election
of June l and the peceding excitements, become very passionate,
and because attacks on property, dangerous threats and even incen
diarism occur daily in the communes [this was not the case], the meetings
notified will accentuate the differences between the two parties, and
the crowd, driven to frenzy in popular meetings, will again resort to
breaches of the law." On these grounds he for Dade meetin§8 in
villages,6 of which were pure Magyar.
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Protests against the brutal conduct of the gendar were
equally futile. The chiefs z o | gwaas 2never to be found
at his house, or else had given instructions that he was not
at home. The commander of the gendarmes simply stated
that his men were under the orders of the ol g dhe? r -
Vice-Sheriff sad that he had issued orders, and that the chief
s z ol g hal replied that he would take no orders from
him!' The High Sheriff was away fronArad, at his country
house. The Roumanian leaders drive out there, and he
refuses to receive thémThe Minister of the Interior, in
reply to their telegrams, answers that he has ordered the
proper steps to be taken. And things go on as usual.

This state of affairs lasted for the whole fortnight which
intervened between the election and the second ballot. It
seemedas though the whole apparatus of government was
out of order. Law and authority gave place to the rule of
the bayonet.

The Roumanian candidate only once succeeded in finding
the chiefs z o | g af btlter constituency in his office. The
latter received him ah his two companions, Dr. Ardelean
and Dr. Popovici, with extreme politeness, and urged Mr.
Goga to withdraw and not to expose himself to the annoyances
of a fresh contest. When the candidate remarked that
he cared less about getting into Parliament tharouta
keeping alive the aspirations of the Roumanian race, the
official candidly replied, "To me it is not at all a matter of
indifference whether you or Count Wenckheim is elected."
He expressed polite astonishment that the gendarmes should
have expelled M Goga from the villages of the constituency,
and at once issued orders that he should be free to move
about the district, and that the clergy, schoolmasters and
other local leaders should not be hampered in their intercourse
with the electors. He even weso far as to sign fifty free
passes for the Roumanian party organizers, and they parted
on excellent terms. Thes z - | g atéciics -bécame clear
next day, when Mr. Goga found himself ejected by the gendarmes
even more summarily than before the new grdend when
a notice arrived from thes z o | g reMRINg -his signature
on the fifty free passes. Henceforward it was impossible to
find the s z o | gat thid office or in his houseat best he
could sometimes be seen flying past in Count Wenckheim's
motor-car.

After the recall of these passes, it was impossible for the
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Roumanian leaderdo enter any of the villagesand as the
sz ol geobld not be reached, they had recourse to the
High Sheriff himself, who during this busand exciting period
had seen fit to abandon his post and retire to his country house
in the commune of Simand. After looking for him in vain
in his office every day for a whole week, the Roumanian eandi
date drove out on Jun& to Mr. Urban's house, aocmpanied
by Dr. TheodoreMi h 8§ IMyPi for Na s zand president
of the Nationalities"Party in the Hungarian Parliament;
Dr. Justin Marsieu, advocate Arad, and Mr. Cornelius Grozda,
a local Roumanian proprietor. On their arrival Mr. Urban
was engaged inplaying taroc with some friends, and on
receiving their cards, declined to see them.

Not knowing where to turn, the Roumanian leaders addressed
telegrams to the Cabineanzlei of H.M. the EmpereKing,
to the Hungarian Premier and to the Ministry of timerior.
The two former remained unanswered, while the latter sent
the laconic replyi

" Have given necessary orders.

" MINISTER OF INTERIOR"
Things remained exactly as before, and the polling day
arrived without the Roumanian candidate ors hagents
having been abldo come into contact with their supporters
among the electorate.

The result of the poll wasl,246 votes for the Government
candidate, Count Wenckhein,034 for the Roumanian candi
date, Octavian Gogal90 Roumanian electors small officials
or peasants in a dependent positionvoted for Count Wenck
heim, whileforty Magyar peasants voted for Goga.

One of the latter, Francis Makai, a prosperous Magyar
peasant proprietor inAgya, has brought a criminal action
in the ordinary courts against the successful candidate's
father, Count Wenckheim, senior, and certain of his supporters,
for bribery of the electors, and has cit800 witnesses, all
Magyars, to prove his case. This trial, when it takes place,
will throw a startling lidit upon the electoral abuses so habitu
ally practised in Hungary. As all the persons involved in
this particular action are Magyars, it cannot be ascribed to
the influence of noiMagyar agitators, but rather to the
innate sense of justice and fair playspessed by the Magyar
peasantry as opposed to the governing clique.”
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DECLARATION

We, the undersigned, hereby declare that all the facts adduced above
regarding the electoral campaign @h i f i n e u aré Kuesagnk n ° )
that weassume entire responsibility for them, since we can prove with
witnesses and documents all the circumstances adduced.

Arad, October30,1910.

(Signatures) OCTAVIAN GOGA.
Dr. GEORGEPoPOVICIU, advocate.
Dr. ALEXANDER LAZAR, advocate.
FRANCIS MAKAI, mayorof the vilageoVa d § s z .
Dr. JusTIN MARSIEU, advocate.
JOHN ARDELEAN, district notary.
Dr. CORNELIUSARDELEAN, advocate.
GEORGEADAM, bank official.fp
Dr. RoMmuLus VELICIU, advocate.
Dr. CorRNELIUSJANCU, advocate.
[The Roumanian original is in my pessioni R. W. S. W.]

APPENDIX X
THEK | S J EENFLE PASS

At the first election the former member, Mr. Zoatd§ z wasr
at the bottom of the poll, and at the second ballot forty of his
Magyar supporters recorded their votes for the Roumanian -candi
date, Mr. Goga. As a good illustration of the feeling among the
Magyar population of the district, | add a translation of a printed
letter (in black letters on yellow papér a clumsy allusion to the
Austrian colours, blackellow, and the Government's akd
dependence on Austria), which was sent between the first and
second elections to the address of all the Magyar electors*who had
voted for the Government candidate, Count Wenckheim. Need
less to say, this letter originated in the camp of the Kossuthist
party, and it is characteristic that, though its authorship was almost
an open secret in the district, not one of the many hundred electors
who received it took any steps to vindicate his reputation.

OXI!
On the occasion of the last elections you have saidr country
and yourself, denying the principles you have hitherto held, and have
yourself accepted the sale price. On the 16th of this month there
will be another market irKi s j and ®est you should at this new
market fail to find a buyer owing to di& of a cattleticket, and lest
the gendarmes for want of this should seize you as unowned animals,
we send you herewith this free pass, with the fervent wish that the
asses and sheep may be less numerous at this market than on the last
occasion, becauseoy will then certainly be given more than the price
for which you were sold last timend with the further wish that the
God of the Magyars may take back the Judas money you accepted, in
such a way that even your nephews may lament your treachery.
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County ofArad. District of Ki s j en?© .
Name of OwnerYourself.

Name of Cattledealer Count Ladislas Wenckheim.
Number of Animali.

Description of AnimalBlack-Yellow-haired sheep.
Special marks of Identificain: Double Eagle on Belly.
Place of DestinatianK i s j Byre 8f the Count's Party.
Exhibitor: The Belly Party.

APPENDIX Xl

TELEGRAM TO THE IMPERIAL CABINETSKANZLEI,
HOFBURG,VIENNA

In the name of the electors of the constituency Kof s j who are
being hindered in the exercise of their most sacred civil rights, | turn
most humbly to Your Majesty, drawing Your Majesty's attention to
the fact that the administrative authorites and gendarmes are - terror
ising the supporters of the Roumanian National yPam the most
brutal way. The party organizers of the Roumanian candidate are in
every commune brutally prevented by gendarmes from speaking to
electors or bringing them to the poll. Among others | also, in spite
of my immunity (as M.P.), was escorted beém bayonets out of the
commune of Ke r ¢ [TRescandidate has been forbidden to stay in the
commune and the gendarmes have expelled him. But every means of
agitation is left open to members of the rival party, and they go
through the constituency under gamnmerie protection, intimidating
with money and force. Against these unexampled illegalities | have
repeatedly appealed to the proper authorities, but without result.
Consequently, the Roumanian population of this constituency is alarmed,
and its confidece in the impartiality of the defenders of public order
is lost. In its traditional confidence in the exalted Throne, they turn
to Your Majesty, deeming it their duty to bring these injustices to the
motice of the Throne.

In humblest loyalty,
StePHENC. Pop, M.P.

APPENDIX XlI

TO HIS EXC. COUNT KHUENH £ D E R V CHREMIER,
BUDAPEST

With deepest concern Inform Your Excellency that all administra
tive officials and gendarmes in the constituency Kfi s j ignore the
order of Your Excellency. There is here aalreorgy of abuse of official
power and of gendarme brutality. Delegates of Nationalist Party were
escorted between bayonets out of all communes, and thus vote can
vassing is prevented. Among others | also, in spite of privilege of
immunity, was ejected dm the commune ofKer ¢ |Against all
these illegalities we have in vain protested to the proper authorities.
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Chief Szol gab?2 ris jouthsying 8hrough the district. We have
repeatedly called at his office and not fouhém, and the gendarmerie
commander throws all responsibility for all illegalities upon adminis
trative authorities. Consequently the population of the constituency
is embittered, and | beg Your Excellency with deepest indignation to
take measures.

STeEPHEN C. Por, M.P.

APPENDIX XIII

TELEGRAMS TO H.E. COUNTKHUEN-HE DERV CRY,
MINISTER OF INTERIOR

In the constituency ofKi s j then @buse of gendarmerie power is
unbounded. The candidate, Octavian Goga, is not allowed to go
through the constituencies, he isrdbly ejected by gendarmes and
not allowed to return. Uros Pateanu and John Codreanu in the com
mune of Szekudvar, Dr. John Maior and Justin Capra in Miske, were
seized by gendarmes, escorted between bayonets, and prevented from
making arrangements forheé transport of electors to the p®l.The
canvassers of Goga's party are not allowed to go into the villages, and
his electors may not communicate with each other, while canvassers
of the other party move about in every direction under protection of
gendarmes. We request you to order an inquiry against the gendarmes
and to take steps to prevent recurrence of such cases. Request tele
graphicanswert&i sj en?©° .

Dr. TheodoreMi h 81 y i
Replyi " Have given necessary orders. Minister of Interior."

Under LawXV ( 1 8 9 9 )Gf. p.&R2. 9 .
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CHAPTER IX

The ElectioninDi cs®°szent m8rt

CANDIDATES:  Mr. JohnS § n dParty of National Work.
Mr. Romulus Boilla, Roumanian National Party.

N this constituency, as elsewhere, the Roumanian candidate's

electord campaign was rendered almost impossible by the

attitude of the officials. He was only allowed to hold two
public meetings irK ¢ k ¢ | Bl in&rancsal. All other public
meetings were prohibited, those Mfi k esz8sza, -Radn-
telke and F e I-Bajém on the ground that the candidate- in
stigated the people and disturbed the peace and public order.
The following documents will show the reader the methods
adopted.

APPENDIX XIV

No. 1289/1910.
Mr. RomuLusBoiLta,Di cs°szent m8rton.

In reply to your applidion lodged on May, 24, stating that you
wish to deliver your electoral address as Parliamentary candidate at a
party meeting in the Greek Catholic presbytery on Sunday, My,
atlp.m.,

I announce the following decision

In accordance with decreeoN766/1898 of the Minister of the Interior,
| forbid the party meeting intimated by you and the electoral address
which was to be held at that meeting, and beg to inform you that
should the party meeting take place on the day referred to in defiance
of this decision of mine, | shall dissolve it by force and shall institute
criminal proceedings against those present, in accordance with the
Ministerial order already referred to.

Grounds.
From wvarious quarters | have ascertained that the Roumanian
speaking mhabitants of the district oHo s s z u arespertive of age,
sex and religion, had, even before the meeting had been notified, been
informed that the electoral address would be deliveredMin k e sz 8s z a
on the 29th inst., and that they had been urged hay dergy and other
persons to attend the meetirep masse,without distinction of age and
sex.



128

On this ground, then, and in view of the following phrase in your
application i " Let electors of whatever party, andsa citizens who
have no votes, attend my electoral addrés§ it can be established
that the party meeting announced by you is a mere pretext with a
view to holding either a popular meeting or an electoral address.

If, as | assume from your applicatiothe object of this meeting is to
acquaint the electors with your programme, then a meeting of electors
can perhaps be authorized on the basis of a new application.

Your application for permission to hold a popular meeting (or party
meeting as you call )itcould not be admitted or complied with, for the
further reason that the date of the elections is already fixed and the
feelings (of the people) are already roused to a high ;p#tlould these
feelings be still further kindled and should similar sentitmebe aroused
among the nowlectors, this would affect the free expression of will
on the part of the enfranchised citizens, and hence might hamper the
unhindered course (sic) of the election, nay, might even cause the
invalidity of the election.

This dedsion is to be notified to Dr. Romulus Boilla, residing in
Di ¢ s ° s z e withniBer rentark ,that an appeal can be lodged against
it within fifteen days of its receipt, but this must be addressed to the
Vice-Sheriff and submitted to me.

Fazekas, m.p.,

FRszol gabzr -

HOS sz UA s Blay25,1910.

[The Magyar original of this document is in my possession.]

APPENDIX XV

No.637,1910.

FRoMm THE VICE-SHERIFF OF THE CouNTyY OF Kis K! K! LL¥
The chiefs z o | gia bif his decision of May25, No. 1289, regarding
the party meeting which Dr. Romulus Boilla, candidate of the Nation
alities Party, proposed holding in the commune Mi k e s zi§ srdea ,
to deliver his electoral address there had refused to permit the elec
toral address and the party meeting. Dr. RomulBoilla having
sent a telegraphic complaint against this decision to the Minister of the
Interior, | have consequently studied the telegraphic complaint, which
bore the character of an appeal, and as the result of my inquiry | make
the following decision,in second instancel reject the appeal brought
forward in form of a telegraphic complaint and confirm the abuoee
tioned decision No. 1289/1910 of the upper 0 | ga b 2 r -

Grounds.
I had to confirm it both owing to the reasons adduced in $&he- |
g a b's decision, and also because | too possess official information
that the object of the advocate who lodged the appeal, in holding
meetings and electoral addresses in various places, was not merely
to win supporters for the point of view of his politicalarty by the
strength of argument and conviction, but to win over the masses by
incitement and by the strength of racial feeling to his own person as
Roumanian, and in this way to hinder his Roumanian compatriots
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among the ejeots in the free exercise of their will in other words,
to influence in his own favour, by means which the law does not sanction,
the kindling of fanaticism among the masses. The advocate who
lodged the appeal had, moreover, previously gathered Bgeibo
to 600 Roumanians in the commune ¢ k ¢ | 1t® lisgen to his
electoral addressand among them were a great many persons who
have no vote, Roumanian youths, women and growing children, before
whom he dealt with the racial question in the courde ao onesided
(tendencieux) speech so impudently and with such strong references to
separatist aspirations, that this is calculated to disturb the-kn@in
concord and peace which prevails between the various nationalities
inhabiting our country. Sucmeetingsi as the present instance proves
I do not merely have the appearance of a party meeting, but definitely
the character of a popular meeting, which, under the influence -of in
flammatory speeches in the exciting electoral campaign which has
already commenced, might result in the destruction (sic) of the public
peace, and thus might not merely cause serious disturbances, but also
endanger public order, for the fatal issue of which the county authorities
cannot take upon themselves the responsibibwing to the lack of
an adequate armed force of which they could make use, consequently
the chiefs z o | geeferfed to had only performed his lawful duty in
forestalling, by the measures mentioned in his Decision, the excesses
caused by electoral exement, and in thus providing due protection
for person and property. And against this action there is all the less
objection to be raised, because in his finding the way and means
were indicated, by which the Parliamentary candidate, if he had adopted
them and put them into operation, could freely exercise his legal right
of delivering an electoral address, and if the appealing advocate none
the less did not deliver his address, the ground of this is to be sought
in some other circumstance, and not he tblame laid by him upon the
chief s z ol g a Adainst .this decision in second instance, which
coincides in the main with the decision in first instance, there can be no
appeal, but merely a petition for revision, which must be addressed,
within fifteen days of the receipt of this, to the Minister of the Interior,
but handed in to the authorities of first instance (viz., @ ol gab?2r - )
I hereby return the documents and instruct the cléez ol g with2 r -
a view to further steps in the matter.
CsaTo, m.p.,
Vice-Sheriff.
Di cs¥ sz &RTon, June5, 1910.

For the authenticity of the above copy.
GEzMiI KL¢S

Clerk.
HosszuAasdunel2,1910.

No. 1492/1910. Dr.RomuLus BoiLLAa, advocate, Di cs°®szent m8§rt
I inform you of the above. Dr..................... (unreadablef © s zbi r -

[The Magyar original of this document is in my posessioRR. W.S.W.]
Note. i It will be noticed that the decision is dated Jumefour days

after the election was over, that the clerk took a whole week (Buel?2)

to copy and forward # document to its destination, and that the

szol gsemtitron after adding two  typewritten  wordé Mi r RI
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@ t2@ns) and an unreadablesignature. In other words, the autheri
ties deliberately prevented the Roumanian candidate from holding
meetings, disregarded his appeals for justice, and then addett tos
injury by waiting till it was too late to obtain redress, and then eover
ing sheets of foolscap with legal quibbles of the most transparent
absurdity.
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CHAPTER X

The Election in Alvincz

ILL May 27 (four days before the election) there was

only one candidate in the constituency, namely Dr.

Julius Maniu, member of the Roumanian Nationalist Party.
On the 27th Dr. Edmund Mayer, a Jewish advocat&ymla
f e h ®rwass puf forward as the official candidate. From
this moment terrorism prevailedn the constituency no
meeting was permittedall the active supportergVertrauens
m?2 n n efrthe Nationalist party were forcibly escorted out
of the communesand were under no circumstances allowed
to have intercourse with the electors. For instamde, Victor
Muntean, bank clerk, was ejected in this way from the -com
mune of Alamor, Messrs. Nich. Pop and Justin Hossu from
the commune ofO h 8§ tDa Justin Nestor from the commune
of Kisenyed, Mr. Michael Serban from Dalya, Dr. Victor
Macavei from Kuthlva, and Dr. DanielS z a from Alvincz.
The village mayors, the officials and the innkeepers, were
threatened with the severest penalties, if they did not vote
for the Government candidate. Some of the inns were actually
shut up and only reopened aftereith landlords had pledged
themselves to vote for the Government.

"The inns thus shut up were those of John Marginean in
Alvincz, Avram Grecu in Kama, John Muntean in Buzd.
In addition to these, the inns of James Stanea in Alvincz,
John Vasin inDr o mbagdr Nich. V © n cie ®emeterpatak
are still closed talay, with the result that their owners are
completely ruined. The reason for this was that these inn
keepers recorded their votes for the Roumanian candidate.

"Against this treatment the Nationalist Partyrotested,
but entirely without effect. The fact of the party organizers
having been expelled is proved by a telegram sent by the
chief s z o | gd Wizakna to all the notaries in his district,
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repeating two days before thdedion the order for ejection

2 r ocalhthe communes in the constituency. (Appendix XVI.)
The object was to make it impossible to bring the Roumanian
electors to the poll at Alvincz.

"The Government Party tried to buy votes as high4@8
to 1,000 crowns ( A 1c6A 4 0in) return for a pledge either to
vote for Dr. Mayer or at least to remain at home. For instance
Gabriel Gerbea received00 crowns, and this gave rise to a
criminal action. The agricultural labourer Nich. Ordean from
Kama, and the schoolmast of Kama, John Martin, also
received400 crowns, but none the less voted for the Nationalist
candidate. In fact the latter actually deposited th80
crowns which had been paid to him on the returning officer's
table and then recorded his vote for Dr. idla The two
priests, Rev. John Batecuia, of Ohaba, and Rev. George Cutean,
of Al 9/aralj a, as well as others, were promise@00 crowns
each, if they would abstain from voting, but to no effect.

' " All efforts were in vain. The Roumanian electors ramad
firm and loyally stood by Dr. Maniu. The administrative
officials, when they saw this, endeavoured to prevent the
electors from reaching Alvincz, where the polling station was.
Not a single Roumanian party organizer was allowed to go to
collect and fech the electors, although all the time the Govern
ment Party brought in its adherents with the help of the
gendarmerie and the local officials. The Nationalist Party
could do nothing to help itself, while its opponents were free
to scour the whole consiency in carriages and motoars.
After repeated complaints the Roumanian candidate, Dr.
Maniu, was at last permitted on the night before the election
to visit his electors in two or three villages.

"The efforts of the officials were unavailing,in view the
stubborn patience and se#fstraint of the Roumanian peasant
electors, who, though deprived of their leaders, persisted
in coming to the poll. Consequently fresh tactics had to be
adopted, in order to falsify the result of the election. In
order to understand these tactics, it must be explained that
the constituency of Alvincz contains fiftyvo communes,i
some of which are a long way off from Alvincz, where is the
only pollingbooth. The electors from thirty villages have to
start at least a dapefore the election, in order to arrive at
Alvincz in time, while the electors from the remaining twenty
two villages must also start very early, some even at midnight.
The constituency contains onl§,004 voters, of whom587
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are Roumanians, igi Saxons, a1 Magyars. The Saxons
invariably vote for the Government, and on this occasion all
the Magyars also. Thus after counting every priest, sehool
master, mayor and innkeeper, the Roumanians still command
a majority of 170 votes, and consequently the Government
could only secure the election of its candidate if it won over
a minimum of 85 Roumanian votes. These votes had to be
secured by hook or by crook.

"To begin with, in order to prevent communication between
the pollingstaion and the "camp" of the Roumanian
Nationalist Party, only five free passes were granted to the
latters party organizers, though meanwhile in the Government
" camp,” in addition to the usual party organizers, quite a
crowd of peoplei local notaries, Mage mayors, tradesmen
and othersi were supplied with red bands on their sleeves,
which entitled them to pass freely everywhere, even in the
Opposition " camp.” The Roumanians were thus continually
interfered with, not merely by the gendarmes, but digothe
canvassers and agents of the other side, but in spite ef pro
vocation they remained absolutely orderly.

"Gross abuses were committed by the returning officer.
Ten supporters of Dr. Mayer put forward an altogether fictitious
candidate, under the me of Julius Maniu, from Fogaras,
the object being to mislead the Roumanian voters. The ten
proposers themselves, however, recorded their votes not for
their own dummy candidate, but for Dr. Mayer. But when a
Roumanian elector, in reply to the returningiagr's question
" For whom do you vote" said not" Dr. Julius Maniu,"
but, in peasant fashion, simply Julius Maniu,"” then his
vote was credited to the imaginary Julius Maniu, without
the returning officer calling anybody's attention to the
almost unkown fact that there were two candidates of exactly
the same name. In this way it was possible to invalidate ten
votes in favour of Dr. Maniu, ten voters having in their ignor
ance omitted to add the title 6f Doctor " to the name of the
candidate whom #y were supporting. The trick was how
ever soon discovered, and when the returning officer saw that
it would no longer serve his purpose, he resorted to other
mani uvAbew . alll he ordered that the Roumanian
electors should only be admitted one by ooehe room where
the election was being held. As the voter entered, the return
ing officer, in order to confuse and frighten him, came towards
him with a lighted cigar in his mouth, and holding it close
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to the voter's face, daressed him very roughly. Then if the
voter mispronounced the candidate’s name or omitted even a
single letter, his vote was at once rejected. Dr. Mayer's- elec
tors, on the other hand, were received in the most friendly
manner. " What is your name, my de friend® " (Kedves
bar 8t oancommon Magyar form of address) and then,
" Whom do you vote f& " And it was enough for them
merely to answel The advocate oGy u | a f e:hh@nr vwot&sr "
were at once accepted. The different treatment meted out
to thetwo sides is also shown by the fact that it took eighteen
Roumanian electors nearly two full hours to get their votes
recorded, while a whole batch of fifty supporters of Dr. Mayer
were finished in ten minutes.

" Finally, about five o'clock in the afternopthe returning
officer, under the pretext that in the Roumaniancamp "
there were noiwoters as well as voters, ordered its inspection
by the s z - | g anbtaries- and gendarmes. The real object
of this inspection, however, was to count the number of
Roumanian electors present, in order that they might calculate
the exact number of votes which would have to be rejected if
Mayer was to have a majority. As a matter of fact only real
electors were found in the Roumanian camp, while the Gevern
ment camp cotained more nonvoters than voters. But
the Roumanians had been successfully counted, and -hence
forward two or three out of every ten were regularly rejected,
on the ground that their names were incorrectly inscribed
on the votingoll, or because theiridentity could not be
establishedi  although the village mayors, to whom the law
assigns the task of identification, were present and formally
recognized them. In this way fiftlgight votes were annulled.
Sixteen more voters from the commune of Ohaba wejexted,
on the astonishing ground that the village authorities were
not present and identity could not therefore be established.
On the same pretext three further votes were rejected, including
that of the priest of a commune in the neighbourhood of
Alvincz, who was known personally to every member of the
electoral commission. Nine more electors were prevented
from reaching the Roumanian camp, being forcibly detained
at the military cordon till five o'clock next morning.

"The election lasted from eight ithe morning till five next
morning, and during all this time the Roumanian electors had
no protection from sun or rain, the returning officer having
even forbidden the use of umbrellas The total number of
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votes recorded &as 877. Of these, the Government candidate
obtained422 and Dr. Julius Maniu#55. As, however, ten of the
latters votes were assigned to the sham Maniu and seveuty
more rejected on various grounds, Dr. Mayer was declared
elected.

"On Junel?, the unsiccessful candidate, Dr. Maniu came to
Alvincz with the object of collecting documents and witnesses
for an appeal against the electioh. When the gendarmerie
learnt that Maniu was in Alvincz, he was summoned to leave
the commune. The gendarmes accompghrtiee exdeputy as
far as the boundaries of the commune, and informed him that
he would be arrested if he came again to Alvincz. Maniu
brought an action through the administrative authoriti&s."

" Needless to say, the object of this measure was to fgreven
the facts regarding electoral corruption from coming to light."

We, the undersigned, affirm and are ready to prove under
oath, that all the facts contained in the above description
of the election in Alvincz are literally true. To this effect
we sign ths declaration.

Dr. DANIEL Sz A B,;Advocate.

VICTOR MUNTEAN, Book-keeper in the'Patria”

Bank.

VASILIU Suclu, Director of the Printing Press of the

Episcopal Seminary.

Witnesses to their signatures.

VICTORMAIA, Bankdirector.

JOHN MIHU.

[This affirmation is in my possession. R. W.S. W.]

APPENDIX XVI

Ve zAKN2AvV. 1910. No2184.

To theDISTRICT NOTARY.

Every stranger found in your commune for the purpose of canvassing
is to be ordered to leave instanily case of refusal, use armed force.
Chiefs z - | gabi r -

[The original of this telegram is in the possession of Dr. Julius Maniu,
who is producing it in his law action before the Royal Curia (the Court
of Appeal in electoral matters) to contest the validity of the Alvincz
election.]

Pester LloydJure 19,1910.
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CHAPTER XI

The Election in Magyar Igen

N the constituency of Magyarlgen the two candidates

were Dr. Alex. Vaida de Voivod, for the Roumanian

Nationalist Party, and Dr. Pad z § som of the High Sheriff
of Al s - Eaumty® for theParty of National Work. Any
one acquainted with political conditions in Hungary will
realize that the election of the High Sheriff's son was regarded
as highly "desirable."

" The constituency contains onBi74 electors, of whon629
are Roumanians. After lalvance had been made for recent
deaths among the electors and for absentees, it became clear
that which ever party could secudd3 votes, would hold the
seat.

" The administrative officials, notaries and excisemen scoured
the whole district and indulgedn open bribery and every
kind of pressure. The meetings of the Roumanian candidate
were prohibited, and a whole week before the election his party
organizers( Ver t r a u ewesemfrablyeexpelled. Ener
mous bribes were offered, but the Governmenttypaould
not rely upon a safe majority, and found it necessary to adopt
other tactics.

1. An order was issued, prohibiting any person from entering
the commune oMagyarigenwithout a passport. Nine electors
from Abrudfalva andT - t f ahbwewkr, were refuseduch
passports.

2. On the passports of the electors frofnb r u d ba@dh vy a
Sard a secret mark was placed above the signature of the
returning officer, and when they appearedMsagyarigen, and
wanted to enter the village, they were not allowed to proceed, on
the ground that these passports were forged. In this way forty
Roumanian electors were kept back from the poll by a cordon
of gendarmerie half of them being determined fellows, man
aged to find their way through fences and gardens to the Rou
manian " camp" while the remaining nineteen failed to get
through.
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3. In order to confuse the Roumanian voters, ten supporters
of PaulS z §mutzforward a sham candidate under the name of
Alexander Vaida and the returning officer not maey took no
steps to make known the fact that there were three candidates,
but actually would not allow the Roumanian candidate's re
presentative Ver t r a u etm smfori rihe elecjors of this
fact. By means of this trick, twenfgur votes were lostto
the Roumanian candidate, Dr. Vaida, and credited to an entirely
imaginary person of the same name.

4. Only two free passes were granted to the Roumanian
party organizers, the object of course being to make communica
tion between the pollinrgooth and the Roumanian head
guarters difficult, and so to expose the Roumanians to mtimi
dation and corrupt influences. Many voters simply could not
reach the poll, because their way was blocked by gendarmes and
officials. In this way thirteen supporters of Dr. Vaidwvere
forcibly prevented from ‘voting. Four voters from Sard were
rejected, on the ground that the notary from that commune
was not present.

"The final result was as follows: Dr. Pad z § ebiained
412 votes, Dr. Alex. Vaida385, and the sham Vaid&4.
Thirty-six Roumanian votes were disqualified, on the ground
that their passports were false, or because they had none
(having been refused themjour more, on the ground that
the notary of Sard was not preserdnd seventeen other
electors were preventedybthe gendarmes from reaching
the poll. Thus quite apart from the twetibur voters
assigned to the dummy candidate, the Roumanian leader was
illegally deprived of fiftyseven votes, or a total of eightye
votes. Dr.S z §wag declared elected by a mijp of twenty
seven votes, although in reality he was in a minority of -fifty
four.

After the election it transpired that votes had been recorded
for Dr. S z 8is the name of a dead man and of a man who at
the time of the election was reallyMarienbad

A petition against the validity of thé/lagyarigen election
has been lodged with the Royal Curia.

Witnesses to the above facts
Rev.JOSEPHGOMBOS, Abrudfalva.

Dr. LAWRENCE PoOP, Advocate, Abrudfalva.
Dr. CANDIN DAVID, Advocate, Abrudfalva.
AUGUSTINE DUMITREANU, Sard.
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CHAPTER XII
The Electonin Sz 8szv_8r os

CANDIDATES: Dr. Paul|Farkas, Party of National Wdrk63gvotes.
Dr. Aurelius Vlad, Roumanian National Party584 votes.

PETITION has been lodged against Farkas'election,
on the basis dhe following charges:

I. Under Law XV( 1 8 9 9 )ThevofesoBRhilip Gazdeu,
mayor of Fer e d ° gnd -ofgthe mayors of ten other com
munes (in each case throughout the petition the full names,
voting numbers, etc., are given) should, the joetitclaims,
be declared invalid, because they were forced to vote; for
Dr. Farkas by the chiefs zol gab2r -, dad phé d Po
under sz ol gabzr -, ; whileetke. maydrz @k thrkey
other villages at their instance refrained from voting.

Il. Under Lav XV, A 3 .the Petition demands that the
votes of the following electors shall be declared invalid, because
they were bribed to vote for Di-arkas ("and at the same
time," it adds," we maintain that DrFarkaswas concerned in
the commission of theseets").

1. Nicholas Dejan, fromGy a | mé&ceived 10 crowns to
vote for Dr. Farkas,and is cited as witness, on the ground
that he himself admits it.

2. Geo. Csurdereszk and Adam Lazas recei%€dcrowns
each. Witnesses citedSamuel Bocz, who gave them the
money, and Rev. J. Mocza and J. Adam, editor, before whom
they both admitted receiving it.

3. Bocz is further alleged to have bought the votes of three
other electors with20, 30 and 30 crowns before the election,
and40, 30and40 crowns after the election,gpectively.

4. The same man, in company with a butchelSaf § s zis88r o s,
charged with having bougha votes from the village of Bereny
at 60 crowns apiece9 voters fromSz 8 s z at$H0 t 100
crowns each, and three electors from Szcrekdl (it to 500
crownseach.
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Four voters fromArany are alleged to have been bought
for 50 crowns apiece.

5. It is alleged that on the evening of the electipn day Dr.
Farkas, the candidate, himself promised Jolkberstein, in
the latter's own hae inSz 8 s z v § rcrovens for 8 Oote,
but that after the election onl§00 crowns was actually paid
to him by the Captain of Police, Andrew Baksay.

Three other voters were pa3@ crowns for not voting.

Dr. Farkasis directly charged with complicityni all this,
on the ground that having been assured by various friends
among the officials that he could not win without money,
he depositedr0,000 crowns in a local bank Sz 8szv §r os
r ®k p ® ramdt tlgat his, agents used this money for purposes
of bribery. Some of the bank officials and other townsmen
are cited as witnesses to prove this.

. Under Law XV, A 3 .and 80, the petition demands
the disqualification of the votes of forgight other electors
(the names follow), who were shut up in tHetel Transilvania
in Sz 8 s z w@mw5opam, on the day before the election until
the following morning, and plied with food and drink, in order
that they should vote for DrFarkas. " Every one could
eat and drink as much as he could hold. But lest theuldho
go to Dr. Vlad's party (because their convictions would have
led them there), they were kept shut up in the large dining
room and other rooms of the hotel, their personal liberty being
restricted, with the object of influencing the result of the -elec
tion; they were not let out even for the most necessary pur
pose, but a portable closet was erected in the large room.
The key of the door was kept by theez - | g asbrvamt - ' s
the entrance and exit was watched and guarded by Andrew
Baksay (Captain of Hice) and Charles Schulleri, so that no
one should go out.."

In the same way thirtfive electors (the names follow)
were shut up on Jung in Leopold Mahler's inn aAl gy - gvy,
and watched till the following day by gendarmes, so that they
could not escam The bill for the food and drink supplied

to them was paid by the z - | g a Bfier a good" booze
they were on the morning of thend loaded upon carriages
by the chiefsz -1 gabir -, i sychka @ wal ¢hgt8 ny

there was a gendarme and a soldier deestach elector, lest

they should be torn away from thEarkas Party and in

front of the electors thus secured we@tr p a d Ptbeg § ny ,
chiefsz - | gad Bl gy -ingwhgse carriage were two gen
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darmes. . . . These electovgere plied with food and drink

in the Hotel Transilvaniaat S z 8§ s z 'arfil the ®lected deputy
was involved in this, not only because he gave the necessary
money for this purpose to Samuel Bocz . . . but he was him
self stopping at theTransilvania, and when the electors of
Szereka (five names follow) came to the hotel on June i, he
received them and brought beer to them. Besides he several
times in the course of the evening and night visited the electors
shut up in the Transilvania and saw that they kepbn
eating and drinking, and most of them were completely
drunk...."

The names of eighteen more electors are given, as having
been supplied with food and drink at the same hotel, in excess
of what the law permits (XVA 9 ) .

The hotel was on the electiorayd surrounded by gendarmes
and police." The extent of the drinking and feeding (in the
hotel) is proved by the fact that six$gven casks of
beer and two large casks of wine were exhausted, that two
calves and three pigs were killed. The bill of JohnfeBie
the innkeeper, amounted 24,000crowns...."

IV. The petition further asserts that the School Inspector
of D ® vveent round the communes of the constituency in Dr.
Farkas's motecar, and influenced the schoolmasters to vote
for the latter, with theresult that six actually did so and nine
teen others abstained from voting.

V. Five communal officials, Roumanians, were, it is alleged,
compelled to vote forFarkas,owing to the threat that other
wise they would lose their posts.

VII. The names of fify-eight electors are given, to whom
Dr. Farkas,at his own expense, gave a dinner on Mayn the
club of Kudzsir. The petition argues that the votes of all
these electors ought to be disqualified, under Law XV, 3.
(6 and10).

Needless to say, | can mess no opinion upon the contents
of this petition, which I have summarised from a copy in my
possession. The decision of the Curia had not yet been
announced, though nearly six months have elapsed since the
election and as there seems no immediate peospof a
decision, | see no reason for keeping silence indefinitely on the
subject. The judicial delays in Hungary are interminable,
and meanwhile of course all the members whose seats are
challenged, sit comfortably in Parliament and legislate for
an almat indefinite period.
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APPENDIX XVII
BEHIND THE SCENES

On October27 the Libertatea (a local Roumanian paper 8z § s z
v 8 r qouab)ished in facsimile a letter written by Mr. Andrew
Baksay, Captain of Police o6 z 8§ s z \argdratieged @ have been
addressed to Dr. Pawtarkas,the newly elected member f@8 z & s z
v § r aganst whom the above petition was brought.

| have no means of judging whether the letter came into the
possession of his opponents through fair means or through foul.
But as it has already formed the subject of open discussion in the
county assembly, and in the Hungarian Parliament, and as its genuine
character is not questioned, | see no objecting to my publishing
the following translation. While portions are only inigible to
local persons, others throw a lurid light upon administrative methods
in Hungary. It is not theformal report of an official, but the
private letter of an intimate friend, who always employs the second
person singular. The inference to be drawront this letter
would seem to be that the Chief of Police 1z § s z ar®dr o s
his correspondent work habitually together for political ends,
and are engaged upon designs for withdrawing licences from
their opponents, securing others for their supportersngiog
influence to bear upon the High Sheriff and even Government offices,
and attempting to tamper with the decision of a judge in an action
against a political opponent, which one of them had himself-insti
gated

MY DEAR FRIEND!

| received your letterand regarding it | wish to post you up in the
following pages as to the situation of the district. Discussing affairs
with G° r a@rgl several others, we came to the following point of
view. Considering that the agitation still continues in the district,
and feelings in several places are very excited, we don't consider it
suitable to hold party meetings at present. . . . Besides Milal
at home just now, and is visiting the Roumanian leadtrsy will
now have their meetings i8 z § s z and goem afterwds atD® z s e
and Szeben, where Mihu wishes to open the main action. . ..

In the district, chiefly in Kudzsir and Felkenyer and parthGry - gy i ,
there is still a great movement, mainly against Oltean and Aron
Herlea,who . . . even tday has not yet gathe promised inn, and is
worrying at mé | also went several times to the High Sheriff, who
wrote in this matter to the Ministry of Financbut one must urge
it there, because otherwise it sleeps. The document is at headquarters

2 Mihu is one of the masprominent Roumanians in Hungary.
Having hitherto kept away from active political life, he was naturally
fitted to act as mediator in the negotiations which took place last
summer between the Hungarian Government and the Roumanians,
but which unfortunatglseem to have ended in smoke.



142

(" The increase of the number of inns in the communeF@& | k eny ®r
and if this is sanctioned, the right could be granted to Aron. It
would be good to have this and kindred matters attenaedquickly,
because the fellows are grumbling, atitere is a danger of not being
able to count upon them in future.

In the same way the matter of the reduction of the innsSa 8 s z
v 8§ r ard, the allied matter of the grant of licences to Mrs. Charles
Low and Mrs. John Belgredean, and the transfer of the licences of
Samuel Abraham and John Oprean, have also gone to the Ministry
and are not yet attended to. The High Sheriff wrote about this
also, and as you can remember, | mentioned to you that | spoke to
His Excellency Hampel in the Ministry, and this matter was to be
disposed of in the following way that first the Finance Office should
make a report on these matters, that they should be issued or trans
ferred as the case may be, and then that the decisould be brought
respecting the withdrawal (of licences). . . . Please attend to this
quickly. ...

Under No. 41251/1910 of the Finance office Bf® v s submitted
the appeal against the withdrawal of the inn licence of George- Bog
daneszk, of Sz § s g.vTdis ds to be rejected, and the withdrawal
approved, because he voted against us and is an in€iterz gat - vV a
and so that the others may see his example.

The teachers and innkeepers, etc., who voted against us are still
boycotted, continually intdd against us and persecuted, and this
can be traced to the fact that | did nothing against those innkeepers
and tobacconists who voted against us, and so they can calmly agitate
everywhere.

The list of teachers and innkeepers who voted against us, letiaimd
to the High Sheriffat the time but so far there has been no result.
The Ministry of Finance must treat them severely, so that the rest
may learn reasdn . .

I discussed the measures regarding the petition, together with
G° r °agd he is to helpit would be well to inform oneself as to the
time of the trial.

I bought all the copies ofLibertafea and had them translated. In
the very last numberthat dog Mocza once more incites violently.
But perhaps this time will be stopped because Mihu is venyfidant
in the success of his action, and then the tendency of the paper will
changé Mihu has won over Maniu, and it is believed, Viad fdo.

It would be a good plan for you also to write to him.

Mocza has been finedd0 crowns for publishing an inciting ract,
and on the ground of my information, the chief prosecutor proposed
action, owing to the boycott summons not being sent amd for
that the punishment goes up ® months' prison and a finel spoke
with the District JudgeFekete, that he should imme the maximum upon
him™ i but | wonder if that will be s&Write you to him also in this
matter, for Mocza must be squashed.

® Dr. Julius Maniu, formerly deputy for Alvincz, and Dr. Aurelius
Vlad, Dr. Farkas's rival candidate, two of the ablest of BRaeumanian
leaders.

™ The verb used hefe s - litarailly)means' to salt.”

nku
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Adam V 8§ s zteacher of Gy a | mgho ,voted with us, is exposed
to continual persecution, his position is untenable, he has applied
for the following two plaes i Kernendand S8 r f &Séevthat he get
one or other the documents and application have been sent in to
the Ministry.

Yesterday at Kudzsir andF el keny ®r was Hgain | attacked
and his house injured, and at the same time still unknown offenders
blocked the floating of timber. These are all acts of revenge.

In the town it is relatively quiet enough. . . .

Bocz has not paid the Stefani account yet, because, as | told you,
he would not give a receipt on the footing that t6860 crowns are
entirely paid up, and that he would have also claimed later 48§0
crowns subtracted. For this swindle Bocz wants there to be a quarrel,
and then he wont get so much, because in his account such things
figure as were not ordered, and not supplied either, which can
prove. The money is at the savings hatlis is Bocz's affair.

| cannot write anything else of importance, but | am coming before
September 10 and will talk things over with you. Till then write
your opinion of these things and how you manafeawait your letter.

Au revoir.. . .
August30, 1910. BAKsAY.

On Decemberl, 1910, Mr. Stephen Pop, the Roumanian deputy,
referred to this letter during the Budget Debate in the Hungarian
Parliament and next day Mr. PauFarkas made a rejoinder, which
| give in the! words ofthe} Pester Lloyd(December2, Abendblatt).

" The Liber tatea, the organ of the Roumanians, published this
letter. The speaker points out, that there is nothing in the text
to show that this letter is addressed to him, but even temist
repudiate all responsibility for the letter. As for the alleged abuses,
not even the deputy Pop has represented them as having happened.
Besides the decision regarding the election is the Curia's business,
and it would not be in order to express aoginion upon it just
now." He then indulged in a lengthy attack upon the Roumanians
of his constituency, and their methods of agitation and boycotting.
In other words, he made no attempt to refute the charges of Mr. Pop.

In the words of thePester Lloyd,Mr. Farkas "managed to dispose
of the personal side of the matter quickly and elegantly, and made
an admirable use of the occasion, to place before the House details
of the methods of agitation employed by the Nationalities. The
speech may be regarded mscessary and authentic information for
abroad, and as such, was received most sympathetically by all the
Magyar parties of Parliament." ThBester Lloydgives his speech
at considerable length, having dismissed Mr. Pop's speech the day
before in a few lies.
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CHAPTER Xl

The ElectioninKar 8nsebes

CANDIDATES:  Mr. Constantine Burdia, Party of National Work.
Dr. Aurelius Vlad, Roumanian National Party.

HE Magyar originals of all the following eight documents

from the constituency ofKar 8§ n swerde essibmitted

to me for inspection, and | was thus able to convince myself
of the accuracy of the typewritten copies now in my possession.
The source from which | received them would in itself have
been a sufficient guarantee. They tell a more eloquemrt tal
than any account from the beaten side.

APPENDIX XVIII

PROHIBITION OF MEETINGS BECAUSE THE RIVAL CAN
DIDATE IS SPEAKING IN THE NEIGHBOURHOOD

From the Chies z o | gofitbe?DistrictofK ar §nsebes.

No. 2450/1910. (State administration.)

Regarding tk notice given by Dr. Aurelius Vlad, parliamentary
candidate, advocate i® z § s z \h&tr he swill appear on May9,
1910, at3 o'clock, in Voiszlova, on Mago0, at 9 a.m., in Ohababisztra,
to hold electoral meetings and deliver his address, and thatllhepein
at 4 o'clock the popular meeting summoned in the commune of Borlova
on May26, | give the following decisioni

| accept that part of the notice which givéso'clock as the hour
of an address on Mag6. | also allow thata b a n d&coit)
fifty men should accompany him to this meeting. The banderia must
not contain more members than this. The banderium's behaviour,
must, as it is a strictly personal escort of Dr. Aurelius Vlad, be one of
restraint for if order was in any way disturbed byraember of the
b a n d ®rthisuwayld result in the premature dissolution of the
meeting. . . . The hour of . . . the meetings allowed must be closely
adhered tothey may not begin either earlier or latetr..

That part of the notification referring tooiézlova and Ohababisztra
., . I do not accept, but prohibit these meetings.
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Reasons.

The remark limiting the number of members af b a n ds®emeds m
to me necessary, because a very large number of riders makes it most
difficult for the political authorities to restore order if it is unexpectedly
disturbed. | do not take it for granted that thea n d ® escanting
the candidate intends to disturb the peace. The notifying and holding
of each popular meeting must be carefully sidared, and | therefore
must insist upon adherence to the prescribed time, all the more so
because the measures to be taken to preserve order depend upon the
time. For the same reason changes of any kind must of course be
intimated to me aloneand not tothe local authorities, twentipur hours
beforehand. For every change in the programme of a meeting once
notified and sanctioned is equivalent to saliservance of the notifiea
tion approved by the authorities, and thus the sanction of the -autho
rities lapses, and a fresh notice of meeting is necessary. . . .

The part of the notification referring to Voiszlova and Ohababisztra
I do not accept, because the parliamentary candidate Constantine
Burdia is holding on the same day two previously notified anctissred
meetings in the neighbouring villages o€si r es a, Ngdndor he
Valameare. Dr. Aurelius Vlad is to appear in Ohababisztra not only
with a b a n dmt also nother escort, and counting also the crowd
joining in of its own accord, which can hardlye bkept back by force,
it appears that both candidates will arrive with a large escort. As
then both candidates appear on the same day in neighbouring villages,
it is highly probable that they and their adherents will meet somewhere
on the road. But it is ighly improbable that this meeting will take
place without disturbance, especially as the electoral campaign, which
already runs high, will reach its height on the days in question. If then
according to gendarmerie's reports feelings are aheady so strdiaéd
individual voters threaten adherents of the rival party with violence,
then the holding of political meetings at one and the same time in two
neighbouring places during the days immediately preceding the election
cannot possibly be allowed, for theolitical authorities would be quite
unable to check disorder and tumults arising simultaneously in different
places.

I notify this to Dr. Aurelius Vlad inSz § s z theough sDr. Peter
Barbu in Karansebes, adding that an appeal can be made within fifteen
days to the ViceSheriff of the county, to be handed in through me.

KARCNSE BMag21,1910.
ChiefSzol gabz2zr -

APPENDIX XIX
PROHIBITION OF THE USE OF MOTORARS BY THE

ROUMANIAN CANDIDATE
No. 2450(1910).

As supplement to my decision under the above rmumiforbidding
a meeting called by Dr. Vlad in Ohababisztra for Ma@, | decree as
follows: 1

In the commune of Ohababisztra no popular meeting at all will be
held in the near future, since there and W8 n d o r dceongliyg to
medical report an epidemix sore throat has broken out.
C.R.H.
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The hours of the meetings allowed by me are to be strictly observed,
so that the organizers of public order may have time to arrive from one
place to the other, and the meetings asebte ended so that there shall
be adequate time for this. Otherwise the representative of the political
authorities has the right to dissolve the meeting. The drive from one
meeting to the other is to be made in carriages and not in automobile.
In those phces where no meeting is to take place, even a halt for a
short time is not allowed. . . .

Reasons.

According to information received, the organizers of the meeting
have the intention of going from one place to the other by rnoator
Since, however, it isabsolutely necessary for representatives of the
political service to be present at such meetings, and since they drive
from one meeting to the other in carriages, it might happen that the
organizers of the meeting spin it out so long that there is ordy time
to reach the next meeting punctually by using a mogor In that
event the representative of the Government who has to use the far
slower conveyance of a carriage, would be obliged either to leave one
meeting far sooner or to arrive late at thexth But popular meetings
cannot possibly be allowed to take place for however short a time with
out the presence of the Government authoritiés.also could not
allow the slightest halt in places en routbecausea band®ini um
itself a sensationalight, and its halting for however short a time would
bring a great crowd together. Under these circumstances | could not
allow the organizers of the meetings to go in a motor since if even
one of them reached the next place of meeting before theialsfic
petty meetings might be held en route or at the next place, under
pretext of preparations. . . . (Appeal allowed within fifteen days,
but no suspensory power.)

KARCNSE BMag23,1910.
ChiefSzol gabzr -

APPENDIX XX

PROHIBITION OF RELIGIOUS EXAMINATIONS DURING
ELECTION-TIME

FromtheS z - | g ®ffice,rDisttict of Teregova.
No.2045(1910).
To Rev. Ghidiu, Greek Oriental Archpriest, Teregova.

TEREGOVA May 26,1910.

In accordance with the general rules which must be observed till
the end of the padmentary elections, | notify to you that | do not
allow the holding of the religious examinations which have already
been fixed upon or may still be fixed upon up to Juneand up to that
datel forbid you to appear in the communes of my district.

| therdore summon you to remove yourself from the territory of
my district, after the close of the examinations in this commune.

m.p.,

Szol gab2r -
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APPENDIX XXI

PROHIBITION OF RELIGIOUS EXAMINATIONS DURING
ELECTION-TIME
From theSzolga b 2Districtof Kar 8§ nsebes.
No. 31(1910).

I notify to the Rev. Archpriest that, in accordance with the rules
which must be observed till the end of the elections, | prohibit the
examinations prescribed up till June r, for the reason that, as is well
known ( ) you are taking advantage of this tour, made under pre
text of examinations, for canvassing purposes and for agitation.

(Unreadable signature),
KA R CN s E BMay 26,1910. ChiefSzol gabz2r -

APPENDIX XXII

PROHIBITION OF MEETINGS, OWING TO EPIDEMIC OF
SORE THROAT

From the ChieB z - | g ®ffide,rDisttict of Teregova.
No. 1926(1910).

Decision.

| partially revoke my decision No0.1867 relating to the notification
of Dr. Aurelius Vlad's electoral address for Ma8, and do not take
cognizance of the dalress planned for the 25th in the commune of
° r m® ragdd Isereby prohibit its being held.

Reasons.

The District doctor maintains that in the commune ®fr m®nyes
seventeen ases of the infectious disease of sore throat and whooping
cough have arisen.

Order No. 5616 of 1892 forbids every gathering together so long as
these infectious diseases last therefore had to forbid the electoral
address, which naturally involves a great gathering.

I handed in the present decision to Dr. Vlad's representative, Dr.
Michael Brediceanu, advocate in Teregova, since he has the right to
appeal within three days by applying either here or through the- Vice
Sheriff of the county.

TEREGOVA May 24,1910. Szol gabzr - .
APPENDIX XXIII
REFUSAL TO ALLOW ROUMANIAN CANVASSRS TO
ENTER THE VILLAGES

From the Chie z o | gofithe?DistrictofK ar §nsebes.
No. 2568(1910).

Regarding Dr. Aurelius Vlad's petition, that he may be allowed to
send three representatives into each commune with the object of
marshalling the electorsof the Roumanian Nationalist Party and
transporting them to the polling place. 1 give the following
Decision.

Finding this demand incapable of execution, | do not comply with
it.



148

Because

Putting aside the fact that therganization of the parties throughout
the constituency is already complete, and both parties have and can
have leaders and representatives in the communes, | cannot permit
individuals who are strangers to the commune (in question) to assemble,
organize ad bring the electors to the poll, for the further reason that
this merely hampers the manifestation of the free will of the electors.
This (decision) is further justified by the fact that, on the occasion of
the general elections previously held in thisumty, the result of the
elections was annihilated in consequence of agitation and terrorism,
and that this agitation and terrorism is also noticeable on a large scale
during the present electoral campaign.

For this reason, and because it is my lawful duty prevent the
repetition of similar cases and to guard the free will of the elecibrs,
was impossible to permit strangers to be sent into the communes since
they could go from house to house without being contralied would be
apt to cause a repetiti of the cases alluded to above.

An appeal can be lodged against this decision within fifteen days
after despatch of this letter, by means of a petition to the -Sfagiff
of the county, handed in through me.

KA R CN s E AMay 29,1910. (unreadable) m.p.,

For ChiefSz ol gab?2r -

APPENDIX XXIV

PROHIBITION OF CARRIAGES DRIVEN BY MEN WHO
ARE NOT NATIVES OF THE PARTICULAR VILLAGE

From the ChieB z - | g ®ffice,DistticcofK ar §nsebes.
No. 2427(1910).
Final Decision.

In addition to my decision of May2 under above number, | see
reason to make the following provisions to protect property and life,
which are endangered by the electoral agitation, and to protect the
electors' free expression of opinion.

1st. The electors in the villages may only use suchriages as are
driven by residents in the particular village, and not by inhabitants
of some other place.

2nd. If the drivers are not natives of the place, they must wait
outside the place until the electors come out to th&mwange drivers
may not drivento a place to fetch voters.

Reasons.

As the time of the elections draws near, the agitation, leaving its
normal course, is taking so dangerous a shape, that the Government
authorities have the greatest difficulties in defending the electors'
personal safg and free expression of opinion. Breaches of the peace
and brawls, which are due to that agitation, prevail generahe
strangers who wander through the villages and cannot be controlled,
must be regarded as the instigators of these (bra)ce tle agita
tion of strangers in the villages is extremely dangerous to public
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security and to the electors' free opinioh,regard it as my duty on the
last day when the electors assemble and march off (to th¢ fwolkeep
strangers to the district at a distance, under all circumstances. Hence,
to prevent unchecked persons from obtaining entrance to the villages
under the mask of coachmen or edrivers i who might possibly incite

and rouse up neelectors and sdamper the electors in the free exercise

of the franchisei | had to order that drivers who are not natives of the
particular village, must wait for the voters outside.
This decision | notify to the village authorities, the gendarmerie

officers, and theleaders of the parties, the latter of whom can appeal
within fifteen days to the Vic&heriff, by an appeal which must be
handed in through me and which has no suspensory force.
KARCNS E pMag 29,1910.

ChiefSzol gab?2r - .

[The s z o | g published a furthe order (same number and date as
above) forbidding the use of motor cars and motor cycles throughout
the entire district of Ka r 8§ n soe lthe spolling day (Junel) and the
preceding day (May31l), in the interests of the crowds of electors on
the roads of th district.]

APPENDIX XXV

PROHIBITION OF STRANGERS ACTING AS CANVASSERS
From the Chie z - | g ®ffice,rDisttict of Orsova.
No.2827,1910.
To Dr. JoHN Popovics advocate in Orsova.
Decision.

The request of the parliamentary candidate, Dr. Aureliusd,Vliaf
Sz 8 s z vi@ rpermission to send three representatives to each- com
mune with the object of organizing and bringing to the poll the electors
of the Roumanian Nationalist Party, was rejected, since it appeared
to me impracticable.
Because:

Apart fran the fact that the organization of the parties is already
completed in the whole district and both have confidential leaders in
all the communes, or at least could have them, | consider it inadmissible
that the electors should be assembled and organired baought to the
poll by persons not belonging to the place, because this simply hampers
the electors in their free expression of opinion.

This view is also justified by the fact that at the (last) general elections
the election in this county was appehl@against and in consequence of
far-reaching agitation and intimidation was annulled, and that a- simi
lar excitement and intimidation is noticeable during the present- cam
paign. On these grounds and because it is both my legal right and
my duty to avertthe repetition of such things and to ensure the free
will of the electors, permission could not be given for sending strangers
into the villages,since they naturally go from house to house and tend
to provoke fresh cases such as the above mentioned, . (Appeal
within fifteen days.)

ORSOVA, May 29,1910.
ChiefSzol gabz2r - .
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CHAPTER XIV
The German Constituencies

(A) THE ELECTION IN LOVRIN

" At the elections the Roumanians were trodden pitilessly under
foot. Those abuses which took place in other desicies are mild
events compared with the deeds of violence of which the nationalist
districts were the scené." S ¢ d u n g &efaorns,of. 8, 1910 (Chau
vinistorganinTeme s v 8r ) .

" A valuable admission, because it comes from the enemy. But if
Scotus Viator or some other friend of the nationalities in Hungary
writes the same thing, he is represented by the saped ungar i sch
Reform as a slanderer of the Hungarian fatherlarid." Deutschun
garischer VolksfreundNov. 18, 1910 (organ of HungariaGerman
People's Party).

HE following account is translated from tHeeichspost,

the leading Christian Socialist paper in Vienna (June

1910).1 am in a position to assert that this account comes
from an absolutely reliable sourcand no attempt was ever
madeto refute its charges.

" The candidates were DrKremling of the Hungarian
German People's PartyZ s a r &n- ynofficial candidate of
the Work Party, and DrBaross, a '48er supported by the
Government. Dr. Kremling had the best prospects. Even
opponents ansidered his election certain. But the decree
of the Government wasDr. Barossmust be electéd Bribery
and force began their operations. Men were sold in masses
like herds of cattle to the great dealRaross,and each indi
vidual had to fill in thefollowing quittance for receipt of the
bribe.

" QUITTANCE

"The undersigned pledges himself and confirms it by his word of
honour, that at the election which takes place on Jyné&910, in
Lovrin, he will give his vote for Dr. JohBaross,and acknowledge
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receipt of the sum of crowns heller under the titlé Ewfully
due drivingfare."

Witness
Signature.
Witness.

"The price for a vote depended upon the property and-influ
ence of the person bought. On the jpgll day itself ioo to
200 crowns ( At A 8 Wwere offered for single votes. In spite
of this Baross had not the majority. The canvassers began
to work with feverish energy. Alcohol flowed in streams,
and disgusting drunken figures were dragged to the pgollin
station, where with slow tongue they gave their vote for
their buyer.

* Dr. Kremling, who had travelled through the district to
give his electoral address, intriumphal procession/ accem
panied by over200 carriages and two bands of horsemen
who had been received by the people with jubilation and
greeted by the choral unions of the various villages with poems
addressed to his own persbnDr. Kremling had to be defeated,
and Dr.Baross,who was pelted with rotten eggs and is detested
as a dangerousorruptor ever since his election @ts o n gnr § d
1901 (where his mandate was annulled owing to bribery and
treating, and the constituency suspended from the franchise
for five years, it having been proved in court that only twenty
five votes out of all tht he received had not been bought
with money) was now elected in the same manner as then,
perhaps indeed even more shamelessly.

" The result of the election was as followBr. Kremling
970, Z s a ani -Dr. Baf®$s, 1275votes. Baross thus
had an absote majority of75 votes.

" Specially remarkable was the attitude of the troops,- gen
darmie and authorities.

"As is well known, every voting centre is divided in propor
tion to the number of candidates, into equal camps, which
are separated from each athey a cordon of troops or gen
darmerie. After the election has begun, all communication
through the cordon is forbidden, except for the marshallers
of the various parties, who receive free passes.

"The 15th company otheoist Lineregiment was on duty.
Dr. Kremling's party marshallers, with their free passes,
were refused passage through the cordon, while those of the
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Baross party could go unhindered where they pleased. Still
worse was the gendarmerie. In the German commune
Cs a tg@ndarmes ran up a bill of8 crowns at the inn at
the expense of Kremling's supporters, on the ple#/e had

to turn out on Dr. Kremling's accord to protect him, so he
had better pay for us

"But the whole system was crowned by the cldeblgaB r -
of Lovriiii H. Sal. On the day of the election, aftér.30
p.m., when the victory of th&arossparty was still uncertain,

a crowd of drunken adherents daross suddenly made a
dash for the polling station, with wild shouts and scurrilous
abuse of' these accursed . . .R@ermans." Dr. Otto Erling,
one of the two representative6 Ver t r aueofsthe® nner
HungarianGerman People's Party, was just at this moment
making his way to the polling station to relieve the other
representative, Dr. Oprean. He svaecognized and threatened
by the passionately excite@aross electors, and though he
snowed his pass, which gave him the right of free passage
everywhere, the gendarmerie wanted to arrest him, instead
of protecting him against the unrestrained electoir.
Oprean heard of the incident, and appealed to the shifa

b 2 rSal, who was the chief authority entrusted with order
at the election, for protection for Dr. Erling. But Sal shouted
at Oprean with a voice trembling from excitemeit ' |

will hammer all you PatGermans and have you thrown into
prison." As the two German representatives saw that they
were now a prey to every arbitrary measure, they withdrew
from the polling station, and the election proceeded in the
absence of Dr. Kremling's repesgatives. How honourably
and purely it was conducted after this can easily be imagined
by anyone who has acquired any knowledge of Hungarian
conditions."

The methods employed by the authorities at an earlier
stage in the electoral campaign may be gathdredh the
following extract from theS¢dungar i s cAneeiger Gene
of Junel2,1910 (a local German paper appearing in Versécz)

" The German People's Party notified for Apdla party
conference at Lovrin, which almost the whole commune
attended. Te notary hurried to the place of assembly
and cried out that this was no longer 'aconference,' but
a ' popular meeting; and such a meeting not having been
notified, he forbade it to take place.

" Many weeks afterwards Dr. Louikremling, advocate in
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Weisskirchen the respected Lovrin wood merchant, John
Peter the Lovrin proprietor, Michael Hugeland the engineer,
Reinhold Heegn,received a summons to the z - | gabi r -
office at Per j §andading a forbidden meetingFinally,

on the very eve of the election, these gentlemen were served
with the written verdict of thes z o | g %abh Zaccording to
which they were each condemned to five days' ordinary arrest,
with feeding at their own expense, and a fine 2&f crowns.

As extenuating circumstance the verdict considered the fact
that the four gentlemen had not hitherto been convicted, but
as highly aggravating, the fact thatthis meeting was called
together in the interests of a political movement which seems
calculated toshake the belief of the population in the national
unity of the Hungarian stdt&

(B) THE ELECTION IN KISBECSKEREK

The candidate of the Hungarian German People's Party,
John R° s gumior, described his own experiences in the
following signed letter inthe DeutschUngarischer Volks
freund (of T e me s wf8Junp 17, 1910. As no steps have
been taken by his opponents to deny NR? sseassertions,
| see no reason to doubt their substantial accuracy.

" On May 31 | still had the absolute majority in my con
stituency. But the official apparatus then began its work.
Our supporters were watched by troops and gendarmes, under
the pretext that they must be protected.’ The canvassers
of the opposite party notaries, etci received free passes,
so that theywere left free in the villages to rouse the people
out of bed. Money was offered to the people, and votes
bought. If some one would not (come) willingly, then he
was stupefied with alcohol, laden on to the carriages which
stood ready, and brought into thepponent's camp. This
camp was shut off by four military cordons, so that he who
was inside could no longer escape. Of the Government
party every second man had a free pass. | had applied for
free passes for twenty™ electors, but received2ap.m., in
other words after the electiofi? had begun], the first and
only free pass. The notary dFreidorf threatened the ten
electors who remained true to me that they would feel the
consequences after the election. The notaryNg®met -Szent
Mi h &ddgessed in mpresence an elector who had remained
true to me, and said he must take action against him if he
should vote for me. He declared the man would certainly
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be severely punished. | can assert that not a single elector
of mine &ists who was not summoned to the Teklause,
where the notary threatened him while they were alone together.
With us the election was made by force, gendarmes, money
and alcohol. I am of opinion that a Parliament brought
together in this way will not be bte to stand against the
popular fury. The decisive factors must be brought to abandon
this fatal policy, for it means not quiet and work but struggle,
and in fact a struggle of the people against the ruling clique.
And from this struggle only the peoplarcissue as conqueror.”

R©° s ¢nad notified a political address aBzemtAndr 8 s
for Sunday, May I, and this had been allowed by the chief
szol gab?2r ..

On the SundayR ° s arrived at10 a.m., accompanied by
Dr. Kremling, Dr. Joseph Gabriel, Dr. Craciunescunda
numerous electors from Merzidorf, Kisbecskerek, etc. He
was informed by the proprietor of the hall in which he was
to have spoken, that it had been hired by the candidate of
the Government party and therefore tHAt® s esr meeting
could not be held ther

The notary absolutely refused to allow him to hold his
meeting in the courtyard or in the street. Dr. Gabriel appealed
by telephone to the chief z 01 ga b2 r who $henntallgdy i |,
up the notary and as the result of their conversati®® s e r
was forbidéen to make his speech anywhere at &I° s er
protested against this illegality, and began to speak, but the
notary declared the meeting dissolved, @@ s e r obligeds
to give way, and leaveszentA n d rwgtlsout delivering his
electoral address.

A correspndent of theDeutschUngarischer Volks freundf
June24, 1910, writes fromGyertyamos,on Junel?, as follows
regarding the attitude of the German electors. Without
vouching for the accuracy of this anonymous writer's facts,
| consider them to be suffiemtly concrete and interesting
to justify me in reproducing them. No attempt was made
at the time to challenge or refute them.

" The newspapers once more accuse the electors of not be
ing firm and letting themselves be bought, which is really
more or lesstrue. But, after all, men are not gods. To show
how elections are made here, let us take the constituency of
Kisbecskerek and each commune separately, and see all
that was promised by the Government party.

In Kisbecskerek the water meadows, which are eStato
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perty, were promised to the electors if they voted for the
Government candidate.

In Uj b es saeStategrant for the purchase of a steam
plough and a State stddrm were held in prospect.

In Ber e gtswvas promisedthat a distress loan of several
thousand crowns would be written off.

In RomanSztMi h &ltenyear lease of the State meadows
there was actually signed.

In Gyirok the State woods were put at the commune's
disposal for free pasture.

In Mosnitza there wasa promise to throw open a State
pasturage.

In Paratz a new iron bridge was promised.

In S z dhafathe splitting up of the woodlands was promised.

In each commune something of State property was held out,
and indeed official persons canvassed quite opevitih these
promises. Indeed, the woodland pastures were placed at
the disposal of some communies for instance, that of Gyirok,
two months beforehand and their immediate withdrawal
was threatened if Gyirok did not vote for the Government.
Consequently, rad in order to avert subsequent disputes
in the commune,R° s esupgpaters did not vote adu, for
they were afraid that after the election the pastures would
be withdrawn from the commune and that this would be
credited to the nationalist electors"

(C) THE ELECTION IN LIPPA
(DeutschUngarischer Volksfreundlunel0, 1910.)

"Several days before the election Mr. Victor Orendi
(candidate of the Hungarian German People's Party) was
pressed from several quarters to withdraw. He would not in
any case be etted, and they would gladly give hi 000,
or if necessary everl0,000 crowns as" indemnity'; even
the chiefs z o | gamd the returning officer tried to give him
"friendly" and “"wellmeant advice." When all this was
useless, it was given out in thellages that Orendi had with
drawn, had been summoned as reservist to Szeged, etc. Finally,
his party organizers received only just before the election
began, the necessary free passes, while the canvassers of the
Government party had already invested #fle streets of
Lippa early in the morning and caught the electors and decoyed
them into the quarters of the Work Party."
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CHAPTER XV

Summary 1 The Problem of Reform

HOSE of my readers who have followed me thus far, must

have been forced to the cdusion that the present

electoral system of Hungary is utterly untenable, and that
only the most radical of reforms can save her from-irre
parable disaster. He will also greet with considerable scepti
cism the Hungarian Premier's reference to the resilt
the election as' a great moral satisfactioh (sic!), and will
realize that the present Government is hardly more likely than
its predecessor to introduce a really genuine remedy. But
Electoral Reform remains a burning question, and delay and
evasion il in the end bring their own revenge. The dominant
caste is almost at the end of its resources, and Count Khuen
H®d e r vegperimend is the last entrenchment which can
save the monopolists from reform. The aim of the present
majority seems to be to pipone once more the evil day as
long as possible and to induce the Crown to consent to this
postponement, by adopting a policy of strict compliance
with the Royal wishes in all those matters which ledl@®56
to a rupture between the Crown and the paréntary majority.
Just as this rupture originally forced the Crowm give its
approval to the idea of Universal Suffrage, so the removal of the
causes of rupture might, it is argued, lessen the enthusiasm of
an old man of eighty for the cause of refordust as Count
An dr 8ndshis colleagues in the Wekerle Cabinet blindly

hope

that their complaisance would be rewarded by the Royal
sanction for theA n d r Fmarxchise Bill, with its plurality and
pubic voting, so the present majority may hope to purchase,
by subservience to the Crown on the questions of the Army and
the Joint Bank, permission, if not to postpone, at any rate to
dilute Universal Suffrage by reactionary admixturés. So
long as the dyasty is on our side, all is well such was the
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argument used to me some years ago by a member of the
present majority;" but if the dynasty is against us, we are
lost." This saying must be taken in conjunction withe t
assertion of another distinguished Magyar LibefalA Magyar

who supports Universal Suffrage, follows the dictates of his
heart and sets his head at defiance." This seems to be the
view of many parliamentarians, and naturally leads to schemes
for so manipulating Universal Suffrage and granting it in so
mangled a form, that the present racial and class monopoly
shall be perpetuated under the new reform. But the Emperor
King, with a true instinct for the great issues involved, has
hitherto remained resaie in his desire to extend to Hungary
the reform which rejuvenated Austria 907 and the Heir
Apparent is, if possible, an even firmer believer in the need
for admitting the democracy to its share of political power.

The decay of parliamentary life arttie crying deficiencies
of the administration render a thorough reform of the franchise
inevitable. Universal Suffrage must come, and if the ruling
classes have neither the courage nor the energy to reform them
selves, reform must be undertaken by otheands. Nor
must it be supposed that there are no progressive elements
among the Magyar politicians of -ttay, even though their
presence in Parliament is confined to a small section of the
dwindling group of Mr. Justh. The statesman who first
brought Univesal Suffrage within the range of practical
politics, Mr. JosephtK r i s thasf begn ,hounded out of public
life and fiercely denounced as a traitor to his country and his
nationality. But no amount of calumny has shaken his advocacy
of democratic reform ohis confidence in the eventual triumph
of his political ideas and the march of events will inevitably
bring him ere long into fresh prominence. Certainly the
most hopeful factor in the situation is the existence of a small
band of courageous and outspokélagyar politicians and
publicists, who though without influence in Parliament, have
won through their orgartiu s z a d i Kkthe Sec®lpgical Re
view of Hungary), an evencreasing following among the
middle and lower classes of the country.

With themand with Mr. Kr i s fties,fitfig/ earnestly to be
hoped, the future of Hungaryfor should they too fail to
clean out the Augean stable the task will inevitably devolve
upon Austria. The centralist regime imposed upon Hungary
by Alexander Bach in the fies of last century is still remem
bered, despite its illegality and despotism, as having for the
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first time introduced order into the chaos of Magyar county
administration and legal practiceand there are tday a
growing number of persons in thdabsburgMonarchy who
regard a brief period of Absolutism as the sole mode of retreat
from the Dualist impasse. But it iS unnecessary to point
out that such a relapse would deal a terrible blow to the cause
of constitution& progress throughout the Continent, such as
might more than outweigh even the many advantages to be
derived from the introduction of an equitable Federal system
among the twelve races of the AusiHlangarian dominions.

The greater the abuses and decayth&f prevailing system,
the more radical must be the reform which attempts to remedy
it; and even many men who are far from accepting the abstract
principle of Universal Suffrage, admit it to be the sole remedy
under existing circumstances in Hungary.  Thain  lines
of reform must of course be the introduction of Universal
Equal and Secret Suffrage, with voting in every commune.
But this is not enough. Definite safeguards must be imposed
upon the extended franchise, unless reform is to be rendered
illusory. These safeguards may be roughly grouped under
four heads. In the first place voting must be by ballot, for
in the words of Mr.Kr i s tto abadndon the balldt especially
in our country, where governmental and economic hypertrophy
has reach# its climax, is as much as to take back with one

hand what has been given with the other.”  But in addition
to this, the most stringent and detailed rules must be-intro
duced for the guidance of voters at the poll. The voting

papers must be printed amiform paper, must not be trans
parent, and must be drawn up not in Magyar only as hitherto,
but in Magyar and all other languages spoken in the eonsti
tuency in question.  All writing on the voting paper must be
strictly prohibited, and only a crodgled in opposite the name

of the candidate for whom the elector wishes to record his vote.
Great care must be taken to prevent the voter from being over
looked or influenced in any way while he is recording his vote,
and still more to prevent him fromaaying away a voting
paper from the pollindpooth. The old evil system of separate
entrances to the booth for rival parties must of course be finally
abolished. Moreover, strict precautions must be taken to pre
vent the result of the ballot in @a individual commune
from becoming known, and to see that the contents of all the
voting-urns of a constituency are only counted at the central
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office, and not tampered with on the way. | mention these
apparent tritgs because they have been found in other -coun
tries to be essential to the purity of elections, and their neglect
might render the introduction of secret balloting entirely

illusory.

Secondly, there must be polling booths at regular distances
in every costituency, so arranged as to enable all voters to
reach the poll on foot in all weathers. It may not prove- pos
sible to establish a polling booth in every parishk © z@ ®g
Gemeinde) but there is nothing to prevent them from being
sufficiently numerous @ enable every man to exercise his
political rights without hardship or inconvenience.

Thirdly, the elections must on no account be conducted
by the county officials, who are mere creatures of the ruling
oligarchy, and whose corrupt and autocratic tendsnaivould
poison the whole reform. Royal officials from headquarters
must be appointecad hoc, and not appointed on the eve of
the election by the influence of the Cabinet, but at stated
intervals, and on the basis of some arrangement between all
existing @rties.

Indeed it is not too much to say that unless this innovation
upon the existing electoral law be made, the introduction of
the ballot and the increase in the number of polling booths
might lead to even greater abuses under Universal Suffrage
than umler the present system. Failing this innovation, there
would be good grounds for the retention of public oral voting,
as in that case there would at least be some means of checking
the manner in which the various electors had voted, whereas
with the presenlocal officials in charge of the ballot boxes,
there would in many communes be no real guarantee as to the
accuracy of the election result.

Finally, the means of appeal against electoral abuses must
be made as rapid, cheap and easy as they adaytslav,
expensive and futile.

I have purposely said nothing of electoral redistribution,
because while it is generally admitted that a revision of the
present system is essential it may fairly be argued that if the
Magyars insist upon some such guarantee asldvoender it
impossible for them to be placed in a minority under Universal
Suffrage, it is in the direction of redistribution that this
guarantee should be sought. If the Ndagyars were to be
assigned even fifty seats fewer than they are entitled t@ on
basis of population, this would be a very minor evil, if in
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return the present system bfvoting,” corruption and official
pressure were at length to be abanddned.

Above all, it must be remembered that Electora@fdRm is
not an end in itself, but only a means to an endhe introdue
tion of modern and democratic ideas into the administrative
machine of Hungary. In most counties, local administration
is so bad that all honest Hungarians, irrespective of race,
inveigh bitterly against it. And yet successive governments,
instead of urging on its reform, have exploited its faults in
order to strengthen their own position, while steadily augument
ing the horde of officials who depend upon th&nCounty
Autonomy is the last bulwark of the governing clique, and
must be subjected to thorough reform, before Hungary can
be regarded as a modern democratic state. This reform must
inevitably take the following lines

(& Abolition of " Virilist " votes in other words, of aystem
by which half the seats in each county assembly are assigned
automatically to the virilists or most highly taxed persons in
the county.

(b) Wide extension of the franchise for the county assem
blies, but retention of a low tax qualification.

(©) Abolition of the right of " candidature" for the chief
county official posts. (At present, three candidates for each
of the chief local offices are nominated by the county -com
mittee, in which the High Sheriff commands the majority,
and thus in practice the vaaaes are virtually filled up by the
High Sheriff himself, who is as a rule a prominent landlord of
the county and consults the interests of his own narrow €lass.

™ Just as lIreland, though on a basis of population only entitled to
seventy seats, retainghe right to return ioo members, under the
solemn political guarantee of the Act of Unionso, conversely, the
Magyars might, in right of their superior political education and iradi
tions, retain fifty more seats for the Magyar districts than a basis of
population would allow. The proportion of seats would then B&5
Magyar, 148 Non-Magyar, instead of215 Magyar, 198 Non-Magyar
(to-day it is 405 Magyar, 8 nonMagyat). If the Law of Nationalities
were once enforced, the lines of party division would wsgtionably
be economic, Not racial.

% From 1892 to 1902, 37,500more officials were createdand the
number of state officials in Hungary (exclusive of gendarmerie, frentier
guards and customs officials) rose froR07,249 in 1904, to 226,830 in
1907 and 235,705in 1908. see La Hongrie Contemporaine et le Suffrage
Universel,pp.113,193.

" SeeRacial Problems in Hungaryp. 241,sqa.
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(d) Abolition of the sexennial election of officials, and their
appointment for lifesubject to good behaviour.

© Employment of such officials only as have passed- ade
guate tests in the various local languages, and stricter- insis
tence upon the legal attainments of the higher officials.

() Right of any member of a county or communal asdgm
to employ his own language during the debates.

(g) Retention of Magyar as the official language of the
minutes in all county and communal assemblies, but their
publication also in any language spoken by -timiel of the
population in the county or comune in question.

(h) A fitting crown to the scheme of reform, but one which
it will take many years to secure, would be the redistribution
of the counties according to racial boundaries, and measures
for the representation of racial minorities where th@utation
is too mixed to enable hard and fast racial boundaries to be
drawn.

Side by side with administrative reform must go the en
forcement of the Law of Nationalities, which has in almost
every provision remained a dead lettabove all, the fulfd
ment of the state's pledge to provide instruction in the meother
tongue in primary and secondary schools, and to allow the use
of the NonMagyar languages in courts of first instance and
(not to the exclusion of, but in addition to the language
of state) inall railway and posbffice notices, on taxation sche
dules and Government circulars and proclamations. Not
less important are the introduction of the free Right of Assem
bly and Association, the extension of Liberty of the Press,
the excision from th&riminal Code of the monstrous paragraphs
dealing with political " incitement " and laudatio criminis;
educational reforimthe removal of the poll taxthe reform
of land taxation laws dealing with land reform, the growth
of latifundia, emigration, over@wding and other housing pro
blems, medical attendance, more effective factory inspection
and limitation of working hours for women and children, to
say nothing of men. In short, the modernization of Hungary
is the task which awaits the new People's Bamdint. Humn
gary already possesses certain model institutibpnsreforma
tories, studfarms, schools of forestry, etc. but these are not
sufficient to make a contented people. Besides, they are un
happily merely the Potemkin villages which lie alonge th
route of the inquiring traveller, and mislead him, like the Czar
of old, into taking the exception for the rule. Some serious
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attempt must at length be made to enforce the many admirable
laws which teday merely srve a decorative purpose, as a-con
venient device for deluding uninformed foreign opinion. But
no such attempt will be made, so long as all political power
remains in the hands of a racial oligarchy whose own class in
terests are involved in a contine@nof the present situation.
The elections of 1910 have shown that Hungary enjoys re
presentative government in name ordyl pretence at Govern
ment by consent' has been thrown to the winds. And yet
a government which presumes to rule a polyglatesita defiance

of this principle, stakes its very existence in a struggle wfiere
defeat can only be postponed but not averted. Only the
future People's Parliament can regenerate Hungary. The
experiment, if too long delayed, may lead to the brink of
revoluion and may even prove fatal to the country's
independence.
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APPENDIX XXVI

MR. KRISTOFFY ON UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE
( Or o s hvigyi®a 6 )8.

The reader may be interested to read a speech ofKMr.i st - f f y,
the champion of Universal Suffrage. Theeception accorded to
him during the electoral campaign supplies eloquent proof that
the narrow oligarchy which at present controls Hungarian politics
does not in any way represent the true feelings of the Magyar
people as a whole. In the words of theser Lloyd (a paper
not specially friendly toKr i s ttholughynot directly hostile),

" the farmers streamed in thousands Qo o s hir@nz the neigh
bouring places, in carriages and by train, men and women, to hear
Kr i st whbsk yentry became a solemniutnphal procession.

At the station he was greeted by NP.o | lin§thke name of the
bourgeoisie, by J. Rajki in that of the working classes. Six girls
in white handed him bouquets. He then drove in, in a peasant's
cart draped with flowers, drawn by five paiof horses. The pro
cession was opened by b a n do® 100 uders, then500 men
carrying banners with the inscription,Long live Universal Secret
Suffrage.'" It was several kilometres in length, and was greeted
by " prolonged and enthusiastic appat from the crowd.

He thanked the audience above all for the splendid and enthusiastic
reception. He knew very well that this enthusiasm referred not to his
person, but to the great idea, which in spite of all ‘attacks, he had
unwearyingly proclaimed foryears, the great idea of Universal, Equal
and Secret Suffrage, which is-day not only a demand of the people,
striving after prosperity and working in the sweat of its brow, but also
the most important point in the programme of our good and venerable
King. The reform has become an absolute necessity of State, the
realization of which can no longer be evaded. He had joyfully -com
plied with the wish of the deputation of citizens, that he should speak
in Or o s Hng fawwur of Universal, Equal and Secretffage, not only
because this gave him the opportunity of unfurling the banner of
Universal Suffrage in a pure Magyar town, inhabited by agricultur
ists, but also because he féit to be his duty to appear wherever and
whenever he was appealed to, taadléhe cause of Universal Suffrage.

The country is bleeding from a thousand wounds. Parliament has
for over ten years been no longer capable of real work. This is why
economic life is stagnantthere is no work, no enterprise, no bread.
The poor man is faed to take up the beggar's staff and emigrate to
America, in order to maintain himself and his family. The parlia
mentary crisis is only a symptom of a fax deeperg disease, whose
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beat lies not in Parliament, but in the altered econonunditions of the
masses of the people. New economic factors wish to assert themselves.
As many as five years ago the speaker had maintained that there was
only one remedyi To admit to political life the new rising economic
classes, the broad masses tife population, by means of Universal
Suffrage. He was then called a fool, an adventurer, a traitor to his
country. But the outcome of events had justified him. One plan of
salvation followed another, one experiment after another failed, yet
the unedifyig situation of the country and of Parliament has not
altered. Every plan has failed, but the franchise policy which was stig
matized as treason has become a necessity of State, and the last anchor
of safety even to those who not long ago described it smt@nal mis
fortune. There is no question that only by admitting the wide masses
of the people within the bulwarks of the constitution by Universal
Suffrage, can the Parliamentary force which has hitherto been- ham

pered, assert itself and end the whaesis. . . . Hungary must enter
upon the only possible path of progress, the extension of popular
rights....

It is an error to suppose that Universal Suffrage would endanger our
constitution and the national rights which we have won. Will the- con
stitution be the weaker for being defended by the strength of millions of
the peopl@ The progress which this great idea contains within it
can be adapted equally to the ideas 1848 and of 1867. And if the
machinery of the constitution 0fl867 no longer work, the fault is
simply that Parliament, as at present composed, can no longer satisfy
the needs and claims of the people. And if the glamour of the ideas of
1848 is beginning to fail, the cause is that the people is no longer- satis
fied by the halo of n&nal glory, because the people demands land, work
and bread. Universal Suffrage will form a sure guarantee of our con
stitution and will remove friction between Crown and nation. The
Ausgleich of '67 was an agreement between Crown and nation, whose aim
was, and still is, to rule out every question of constitutional law, and
thus to render possible the development of peaceful democratic pro
gress. But that is only possible if the millions of the people receive
political rights and send such representatii® Parliament as will fight
for the true interests of the people. . . . No policy can endure unless it
rest upon the broad masses of the people. Where this community of
interests does not prevent, friction and constitutional struggles always
arise, and glitical passions gradually divert the attention of the people
from its true interests. Under the electoral system ofday the two
conceptions,” nation " and " people " do not coincide. The Parlia
ment of teday is elected by the smlled " political nation,” by a priv
leged caste which hardly counts a million votéhe true millions of
the people have no control as to whether the deputy elected really repre
sents the interests of the working people. Universal Suffrage will unify
these two concepns, for then the whole people will really be the nation.

Through Universal Suffrage Hungary's free development will really
begin. The present untenable economic position, which the present
Parliament defends,will be altered. The Government, it is truepakes
great sacrifices to promote industry, but the result is very trifling. The

! This applies equally to the new House.
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reason is that under the narrow franchise ofddg only landed pro
prietors and lawyers get into Mament, which treats all economic gues
tions from the political standpoint. This Parliament has dragged even
the question of & Separate Customs Territofy into the domain of con
stitutional law, whereas purely economic interests are at stake here,
without any political tinge. The situation will be quite changed when
Universal Suffrage brings the consumers also into Parliament, and when
economic questions are treated not only in the interests of the producer,
but also of the millions of the people. U there will be no constiu
tional debates about thé Separate Customs Territory," the question
will be, what is most in the interest of the masses, whether corn and
industry duties are to be lowered or raised. And then in Vienna too the
questions of te Bank and the Customs Area will be treated not as poli
tical, but as alimportant economic questions, upon the proper solution
of which the interest not only of Hungary and of Austria, but of the
entire Monarchy depends.

The speaker then demonstratese thdvantageous results of economic
change, describes the causes of the present serious condition of the
small landowners, the drawbacks of the workman's existence, points
to the low wages, the heavy burden of taxation and its unjust incidence,
and claims hat it will be the duty of the People's Parliament, without
violating private rights,to make the landed property which is at present
tied up, accessible to the honest, energetic,c and industrious small
proprietors.

Without satisfying the interests of the ssas, it is impossible to
carry on the policy of a Great Power, nay, even to preserve a healthy
national state. It was this idea which actuated the speaker in- seek
ing a Universal, Secret and Equal Suffrage, the medicine which might
heal the discontent dn thousand evils of the people. He therefore
advised the Crown to open Parliament to the {pmedsed economic
classes, the people and the workmen. The King accepted this sugges
tion, and so Universal, Secret and Equal Suffrage became the Govern
ment prgramme, which can now no longer be suppressed nor falsified.

Hungary is still a primitive productive state, in which it is easier to
assert oneself by birth and wealth than by work and talent. This
survival of the Middle Ages will be removed by Universauffgage.
When once the exclusive rule of a few hundred families ceases, and the
industrial and educated classes as a whole assume the conduct of public
affairs, when we develop out of our present state of primitive produc
tion into an industrial state, wh social discontent ceases and every
class finds its place in the economic ordehen the small bourgeoisie and
the working classes enter Parliament, and instead of barren censtitu
tional strife and the promotion of onesided interests, the great isteres
of creative work predominatethen only can the transformation of
Hungary begin, then only can we hope to step out of the ranks of the
Eastern States into the ranks of the democratic states of the civilized
West. The struggle for Universal Suffrage isothing else than a struggle
for the great ideas of humanity, a rejuvenation of Christianity, whose
first rays led to the liberation of the slaves. He who loves his country,
must also love its peoplebut the people only loves those who unbind
the chains fom its hands and enable it, in full possession of its rights,
to secure for itself the conditions of its own wellbeing and progress.
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He closed his speech with the following ward®ur beautiful Hum
gary is like the Sleeping Beauty, whom awil emagician holds in his
power. This country offers us all that eye and mouth can wish. Our
fatherland is the treasury of Europe, but in it there lives a needy Tan
talus people, which sees its best forces crossing the ocean, to win clothes
for its nakedbody and bread for its hungry stomach. Ours is a splendid
country, nobly endowed by God, but it cannot develop, because every
one here is asleep, all forces tied up, because Reaction, that evil witch,
would fain have people believe that the country cany doé happy if
it remains in eternal immobility. Now the redeeming idea has come,
the word to free us from the spell, and perhaps too from the mouth of
a king's son and everywhere throughout the land the cryechoes
Rights for the people. Long liveniversal, Equal and Secret Suffrhge

(Translated from Report &fester Lloydg May, 1910).
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APPENDIX XXVIII

THE SZENICZ ELECTION (MAY 2, 1906)

The following appealvaslodged with theFiscalin Nyitra:

To the Royal Fiscus in Nyitra
Sir!

The undersigned herewith hand in the following charge against
Coloman Sz a bpresident at the Parliamentary Election of Szenicz,
and base it onAA 1 5 4and 160 ®f8Law XV of 1899, which C. Sz a b -
violated in order to influence the election in favousf the candidate,
Mr. Em®° dy . Regarding the marshalling of the electors, mad the
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following dispositions As headquarters forE m° d yvoters he se
lected the Cr p $quare, where all roads meeior Veselovsky's voters
the square behind the hospital and churchyard. We raised no protest
against this action, since we knew that it would have been in vain.
The drawing of lots for these positions took place without our party
being present, and it wasonfirmed by the Minister. Moreover, the
President of the election promised not only to look out a good place
for our party, but even to permit us entry into the inn of Stephen
Holcik. When requested for the election padselse replied that he
would not give them on any account whatever. Not content with not
keeping his promises on the polling day, he even ejected us from the
square behind the hospital (in itself a bad enough position), on the pre
text that brawls might arise between us a&dm©° d wupgoters from
Jablonic.

The electors fromC8 c o v K &oqjcg8 IStepanov,St r § z Smol i n
C8r and S8 8thadnto get out of their carriages a long way from
the town and to reach their comrades by a roundabout way, escorted by
gendarmes. . . . The rope whiclwas drawn round the market place,
was only removed at midday by order of the commandant, so that the
electors from Rohov, Rovensko, Kunov ario v § lamived too Iate.

The military cordon was maintained tiB o'clock next day as far as the
Janossy houseso that our voters could not even get to any of the inns.
When the innkeeper Holcik was about to set up a beer barrel at the
Slovak headquarters, he was forbidden by the military commandant,
under pain of losing his licence. At midnight the cordon was oveah,
except that which separated our voters from the polling booth and
Holiik's inn. Passes were supplied solely to persons of EHel® dy
party, who did not permit our voters to pass through the cordon, and
even hindered an officer from letting them thrbug

When ColomanS z a lnd Alois Pfauser, the presidents of the second
committee, found that even then the polling was unfavourabl& to° d vy ,
they simply rejected326 votes of our party, on which account our
voters personally brought forward a charge of lation of the Elee
toral Law. We also bring toward the charge of deprivation of the
franchise, and request that these two matters be treated together. As
witnesses Dr. C. Hor v §advocate C. Kr e s Hank director
Martin ~ Braxatoris, evang. pastor Daniel Kopa, evang. teacher
Samuel Hatala, evang. teacheand if necessary others also. We beg
the Royal Fiscus to take up our charge.

(Signed)STt. FAINOR, DR. L. SIMKO.

The verdict of the Fiscus ran as follaws

104661906.
With regard to the above acai®n and petition, in accordance
with points 1 and 3, A XXXI1lof 1896, | suspend the inquiry.

The plaintiffs have the right to appeal to the Fiscus Rmessburg.
Grounds.i The accused deny having influenced the electionEim® dy ' s
favour, Coloman S z a bmaintains regarding the place of assembly of
the two parties, that he conferred with the representatives of Veselov

! These passes enable the marshals of each partgirculate freely
throughthe cordons of troops and gendarmes.
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sky's party, who then selected their own plac®egarding the assem
bling of the voters the president prescribed their routes in the interests
of both parties, i.e. routes where the opponents could not come
into collision. The military cordons di not prevent any person from
voting. That the voters from the above mentioned villages arrived
late at the poll and only voted towards the close, is explained by the
fact that they had not yet reached the place of assembly. He does not
believe that the rfitary cordons roped off the way. HolSik's inn
was only cut off from the voters tillO o'clock, and then it became so
crowded that even Veselovsky anBaj nor requested that the voters
should be removed, in order to prevent general drunkenness. For this
reason the inn was again cut off from the voters, although even then
Veselovsky's electors had free access to the bar. No elector was
illegally deprived of his vote, only those electors were declared un
qualified to vote whose identity could not be estli#@d, or who
owing to drunkenness could not pronounce either their own name or
that of the candidatesThe testimony of the witnesses cannot be- con
sidered, since they all belong to the Veselovsky party and further make
statements the truth of which thepuld not know under the circumstances,
and which are not even contained in the accusatiBot even if their
testimony were recognized as authentic, they could not prove the guilt
of the accused on the basis Af 1 %w4 1899, since the accused justi
fied themselves according to these sectiofts the party headquarters
were by agreement between the representatives of each party situated
at equal distances from the polling booth. Cards of legitimation were
supplied to neither party, and regarding Hdkikinn, the latter sup
ports the accusation. For the rest, it cannot be proved that the accused
influenced the election in favour oE m° d @n the ground of inade
quate proof, the inquiry is suspended.
NyITRA, Decembe31, 1906.

CSERNANSZKY:

On appeal tothe Fiscus of Pressburg,the following decision was
obtained.

S.11/1907.

I hereby confirm the verdict of the Royal Fiscus in Nyitra, which |
have carefully read through, with the remark that | personally in
quired into the matter of the other allegation

StepherKral.

For statistics of 326 illegally annulled votes at Szenicz, see Appen
dix XXII of my Racial Problems in Hungaryp. 497. Between 1906
and 1910 the greater part of the protesting electors were removed
from the voting register, whose numbeank from 2,391 to under
2,000.
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APPENDIXXXIX
AN OFFICIAL'S OATH

The following document throws a somewhat startling light upon
the manners of a local executive official towards the Slovak -popu
lation. This same official, Dr.Sz § IwBgse swrn statements the
Court of Nyitra rejected as untrue, continued to occupy the position
of Sz ol g afb $zenicz, acted as returning officer at the notorious
election of Ve r bn 1906 (see p.18) and played a prominent part
in the election of Szenicz in 10. So long as such officials are not
merely left unchecked, but directly encouraged by their superiors,
it is useless to expect much improvement in the political situation
of the Slovaks.

No. 9801/1906.
In the Name af . zthe King!

The Royal Court of Nyia, under the presidency of DrZol t §n
Pazar,. . . in re the charge No0.539/1906 of libel, brought against
Francis Veselovsky, has, after the public trial in Nyitra on November
13and14, 1906, . . passed the following verdict
Francis Veselovsky (bornon September 30, 1842, at Lupina, and
residing there, R.C., married, childless, propertied, advocate) is ac
quitted of the charge of libel brought against him under 2 @& Criminal

Code, . . . and of the further charge of libel in two cases, incurred
through blackmail. . . . Costs amounting t436 crowns 92 heller
fall upon the Treasury, undér 4 8 2 .
Reasons

The Public Prosecutor claimed that the accused be declared guilty
of libel in three cases,. . . because in a petition brought on May

20, 1903 (No. 12497/1903), against the decision of the \Gteriff
of the County of Nyitra concerning his complaint against the chief
s z ol gef IB2enicz, Dr. LouisS z §11 ®we had asserted, in respect of
Dr. Sz § th& ,the political officials drive the people towf the country,
as was habitually done by 8.z § | ®

And also because the accuséd in his appeal of July9, 1903 (No.
r3992), directed through the Vi&heriff of the Nyitra County to the
Minister of the Interiori had asserted of . . . DS z §dn®of Theo
dore Zlocha, district curator of the Board of Orphans, that blackmail
was exercised in a dreadful manner in their name in the district of
Szenicz.

At the trial the accused, Francis Veselovsky, admitted having- com

posed both the appeals in questio . . and offered to prove the truth
of . . . the incriminated assertions, having only had the public interest
in view. ...

This the Court allowed . . . unddr 2 %o8Criminal Code.

Dr. Louis S z §dta®d as witness under oath, that it was untrtiest
he had declared to the deputation from Jablonica, which came to him
regarding the candidature of Stephen Kristufék,that he would take
a stick in his hand, go to Jabloruca, and there go from house to house
and beat them till they fled to America." Helsa said that it was
untrue that he had said to natives of Szottina assembled in the notary's



173

office of that village, " that he who was not pleased with Hungary,
had better clear out, and might go where he liked."

In opposition toDr. Louis S z § |eeidersce, howeverthe Court con
sidered the sworn evidenad John Skapik, Emerich Mikulka, John Zubek,
and Martin Kukan, as proving that Dr.S z § did® say to the deputa
tion from Jablonica early in Decembed902, . . . "that he woutl
take a stick in his hand, go to Jablonica, wander from house to
house, and force them all to fly to Ameridhen they would find out who
the chief sz ol gab?2 rwas." Bwe §Co® considered the sworn
evidence of Paul Kalemen, John Tomes, Martin Szvitartin Rehus
and John Kuklis as proving that DrS z § lat® the beginning of
November, 1901, in addressing the villagers gathered at the notary's office
at Szotina, called thefanslavs, HurbaniteSand Scung ),
who deserved nothing better thato be exteminated, and that he
finally declared, that he who was not satisfied here, had better go to
America.

These expressions, which Dr. LouiS z § m&le on two different
occasions to a crowd lacking in the necessary cultappeared to
the Court,in view of the official position of the speakess well calculated
to awaken fear and bitterness among the people and to cause it to abandon
the Hungarian fatherland.

As consequently the accused has succeeded in proving the truth of
the incriminated assertions in higppeal No. 12497/1903, he had to
be acquitted of the offence of libel in one case. . ..

With regard to the offence of libel committed in two cases through
a charge of blackmail, the Court considered the sworn evidence of the
withnesses Theodore Zlocha, &oh Nemecskay, Alexander Czintula
and Michael Tomecsek, as proving that the former public notary, Andrew
Pullmann, in Dojcs in the spring of898, wheedled 500 crowns out of
John Nemecskay, native of Dojcs, with a view to procuring a special
marriage licence by misuse of the names of Dr. Louis Szale and of
Theodore Zlocha, he having declared to J. Nemecskay, who thought
the amount too high, that the greater part of the amount belonged
not to him but to the chie§ z o | gd BZemicz, Dr. Louis Szale, and to
the former curator of Orphans in Szenicz, Theodore Zlocha.

Since the appeal brought by the accused under MN§992/1930
does not refer either to the person of Dr. L. Szale nor to that of T.
Zlocha, not merely according to the commonest sense of the words,
but also according to their grammatical contexnd since .
accused's argument that he did not cite the Nemecskay incident as a
reproach against Szale and Zlocha, but solely as illustration of the
conditions prevailing in the district of Szenicas then the incriminated
passages . . . do not contain the offence specifiedAin 2 6f0the
Criminal Code, . . . the accused had to be acquitted of the offence of
libel in two cases. . .

Novembenl4, 1906. SENDgm.p., President of Royal Court.
t DR. BARTAL, m.p., Court Notary.

L' Dr. J. M. HYr bweas one of the leaders of the Slovaks 1848,
and his son, Mr. Svetozam Yar b then distinguished poet and novelist,
is today one of the most prominent Slovaks.
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APPENDIXXXX
THE NOTARY'SADVICE T OFFICIAL INTIMIDATION

The following is a literal translation of ah Appeal,” lithographed
copies of which were scattered broadcast in a Roumanian con
stituency in Hungary, by a local notary.

Appeal.

It is said that many priests put those who dot follow them
under a curse. This curse is merely the barking of a dog. No one
should be frightened at this curse, for the priest who curses the people
is no priest, but a Judas. The clergy want a deputy who will secure
a good salary for them and inase the salary of the schoolmasters,
but burden it all on the people's back.

What good can the priest do yblisten, meh To whom must
we appeal both by day and by nighis it not the notary of the
Commun@ Has he not always listened to?uslas he not fliilled
what he promised @sTake good care what you do, lest evil befall
us.

Do you want the notary to press us into a corner with fakes
you want him to fine us for brawling, for neglecting our dunghills and
for all that kind of thin@ Do you want himnot to allow us to stack
hay and straw in the yards, so that we must always fetch home what
we need bit by bt Do you want him to force us to work for months
at roadmending, at the busy time in the fiekd®o you want us
not to get any more pasturagerfr the State lan@s

| advise our following the notary, and then nothing can happen to
us. He who won't listen to me, must be responsible for all that comes
over us, and also for the punishment which will follow.

So let us go with the notdry
AN ELECTOR

Readers of this astonisihing appeal” will be able to appreciate
the grounds upon which a certain Roumanian priest in South
Hungary refused to come forward a second time as candidate for
Parliament. He had not the heart, he said, to expose his people
to the endless petty acts of persecution by which the administrative
officials took vengeance for the support accorded to him at the
polls.

APPENDIX XXXI
" THE FLAG OF TUNIS AND MOROCCO."

The following document has no direct connexion with the -elec
tions but | give it as an astounding instance of the lengths to
which the Hungarian authorities go in their petty tyranny towards
the NonrtMagyars. Unless | had actually had the document in
my hands, | confess that | would have rejected its contents as
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incredible. Not being able to retain possession of the original,
and fearing that even my best friend might doubt my sanity if
| told the story without documentary proof, | got a sworn court
interpreter of the Magyar language to make typewritten copy
and an attested translation, with official stamgnd this is now

in my possession.

h403/1906. RoyAL DISTRICT COURT IN Bozovics.
Z525/1906. Verdict.

(@) John Brinzey, aged42, married, father of two children, un
punished, Greek Oriental priest and religious instructor, resident in
Bozovics.

(2 Moses Smeu, agetl7, unmarried, unpunished, resig in Bozovics,
are found guilty by me ofhe offence of using a foreign flagontrary
to the Order of the Minister of the Interigil885, € 62693) ..
and the first accused is therefore condemned to ten days' arrest and a
fine of 200 crowns, the secondccused to three days' arrest, at his own
expense, and a fine of sixty crowns. The accused are bound over to pay
the fines, which in case of ngayment can be converted into a further
arrest of ten and three days respectively, in each case at his own
cod. . ..

(They are also ordered to pa§ crowns40 hellar as the cost of hearing
the gendarmes as witnesses). . . .

Reasons,

On the information of the gendarmerie corporal in Bozovics, that
John Brinzey, the Greek Oriental priest of Bozovics, at . . .a& m
riage procession in which he took part as best flan§ s z hadlg y ) ,
a strange red flag carried in front, instead of the national tricolour
which is usual in the district the flag was seized, and an inquiry
instituted. As the result of the admissionk. . . the two accused,
and of the evidence of the gendarmes, . . . this offence was unques
tionably proved. Both the accused were then condemned, the first
because he had admittedly had the flag prepared, the second because
he had carried the flag be#o the wedding procession at the bidding
of the first.

In view of the fact that national flags serve to characterize the inde
pendence of the nation, and that consequehty use of any foreign
flag violates the territorial dignity of the Hungarian State

In view also of the fact that the abewiged Order . . . forbids
the use of foreign flags on any occasion and under any pietexich
applies also to this red flag of Tunis and Morocco, that is, of a foreign
state

In view finally of the fact that th accused admitted having inten
tionally carried a red flag instead of the national tricolour, . . . they
were condemned as above, and the confiscated flagorpss delicti,
was destroyed.

In fixing the sentence, it was in the case of the priest Jomzdsr
considered an aggravating circumstance that he, being possessed of
considerable intelligence, could weigh the importance and <onse
guences of his act,
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And also that he made a demonstration against the territorial
dignity of the Stateat a time when the concord between the Hungarian
nation and its exalted crowned ruler was impaired.

A final aggravation was the fact that the accused fills the post of
religious instructor at the state elementary school here and receives
for this a statemgnt of80 crowns' . . .

(Appeal allowed in three days.)
(signature unreadablé)
ChiefSzol gab?2r -
Bozovics,June2, 1906.

On appeal, the sentence was upheld on the following astonishing
groundsi
Z 8067/1906.
FROM THEVICE-SHERIFF OF THECOUNTY OFKRAS SSZ ¥ RENY
In re offence of John Brinzey and companion.
Decision.

(The facts of the original sentence are summarized.)

. . . On the ground of the accused persons' appeal, the matter was
revised by re, andconfirmedin view of the grounds adducedut with
one limitation, namely that the passage relating to Tunis didrocco
is to be omitted as superfluous, for | find the criminal offence to consist
in the fact that,contrary to the practice of thdistrict, instead of the
national Hungarian tricoloua flag of another colour was ostentatiously
used, or rather that the Hungarian tricolour was ostentatiously left aside.
At the same time it is ordered that as soon as the verdict comes into
operation,the documents shall be sent to the Chamber of Advocates
in T e me swmith8a view to disciplinary steps being taken against the
abuse contained in the appeal submitted by Dr. S. Vladone, advocate
in Bozovics, in the name of the accused Brinzey and companion.

FALKA , m .p.,
Vice-Sheriff.

Lucos August3l, 1906.
1667/ 1906.

You are informed of the above, with the remark that you are free
to appeal within three days against this decision in the second instance,
to the Ministry of the Interior.

(sighature areadable)
ChiefSzol gabzr - .
Bozovics,Septembeb, 1906.

In other words, the VieSheriff knocks the bottom out of the
s z - | g adedision bys deleting the reference to tHe foreign
flag, " and then upholds it none the less. It should be added that
Faher Brinzey had specially ordered the pole on which the flag
hung to be painted red also, in the idea that this would make it
impossible for any one to accuse him of using Roumanian colours

! He is, therefore, fined a suamounting t&® Jyears' salaryt
2 This official, who deserves immortality, was called William Macassy.
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(which are red, yellow and blue). If the pole had been left un
painted some gendarme might have argued that it was yellow, and
that yellow and red being two out of ththree Roumanian colours,
his intentions were sufficiently obvious. This logic would have
sufficed i in Hungaryi to have him convicted of carrying the
colours of Roumania.

APPENDIX XXXII
THE MAY TREE

A similar but even more outrageous verdict was giumn the
szol gad bNagy s z e nirt kdyklB04,sagainst three servants
of Dr. Nestor Oprean, a Roumanian advocate residing in that town,
for erecting a may tree with Roumanian colours in front of their
master's houde This was treated as an offence ©of hostility to
the State" (under Ministerial Orders26559/1874and 62693/1885),
and Rosalia Mayer, Elizabeth Wolf and Vasileli ni -were
therefore each sentenced to fifteen days' arrest, at their own expense,
and to a fine of200 crowns each, oA 2 # dl! It is hardly neces
sary to add that this act of petty tyranny was directed against
Dr. Oprean himself, as he naturally had to pay his servants' fines.
The reasons adduced by the o | gaee Imdst interesting.

No. 255/1904.

FromtheSz ol godNagyrs z ent mi k1l - s.

. Rosalia Mayer and Elizabeth Wolf erected on the night of
May 13-14 before the house of Dr. Nestor Oprean a may tree decorated
with Roumanian colours and signs, and were therefore sentenced to
two days' prison each and to fines1df0 and 10 crowns respectively,
the authorities pointing out to them that it is forbidden to use such
foreign signs. At5 p.m. on May14 the verdict was announced to the
accused and in spite of this they again erected a may tree before
Dr. Oprean's house, at Ihgast eleven the same evening, with the
help of Vasilie Minisan. This time it was only decorated with red
and blue bands. The communal watchman J@&tefiik saw this
and warned the accused of the consequences of their act, but they
none the less erectethe may tree whereupon information was
lodged.

. In fixing the sentence it was regarded as an aggravating cir
cumstance that Rosalia Mayer and Elizabeth Wolf put up the may
tree immediately after their punishment and in spite of warnings, in
order torender futile the action of the authorities. In VaslMiéd ni - an
case it was regarded as aggravating that he, as son of a village watch
man, must know that the use of foreign colours is forbidden, and may
also have known that the erection of a may toeéore Dr. Oprean's
house had been punished by the authorities.

The argument of the accused, that on the second may tree there
was no Roumanian tricolour but only red and blue ribbons, and their

S
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assertion that they had no idea of demonsmatin . could not be
considered For if they had simply wished to give their master some
pleasure with the may tree, they could have erected it in the court.
It is quite true that there were only red abite ribbons on this treebut

it was also decoratke with green sprigs, and these go yellow after a few
days, so that the may tree would after a few days again have shown the
colours Redi Yellowi Blue,that is, the Roumanian tricolour. There
is, therefore, good reason to suspect that the accused wantadiead

or fool the authorities, when they only decorated the tree with red
and blue and so they had to be punished all the more severely.

VAZUL SZTOJANOVICS m.p.,

Szol gabzr ..

NAGYSZENTM| May28, 1904.

Cases are continually occurring, in whigersons are punished
for wearing the Roumanian colours (which are, it should be added,
also the colours of Transylvania). Two incidents may be cited,
which occurred as recently as Jul09.

At the funeral of the welknown Roumanian editor and polithri
Andrew Muresianu, a large number of wreaths were placed upon
the coffin. Among others, theBucarest Society of Roumanian
Journalists had sent a wreath decorated with Roumanian national
colours but as the funeral procession started for the cemetery
the police of Kronstadt ( Br a appeared upon the scene and re
moved these colours from the hearse.

In the little town of Brad (County Hunya) a gendarme arrested
a small girl of six for wearing the Roumanian colours in her hair.
The s z o | g befoe rwhom sb was brought found her parents
guilty of incitement against the Magyar State, and sentenced the
father, Nicholas Badea, to five days' arrest and a fin&06fcrowns,
the mother to five days' arrest and five crowns, and the nurse, who
had tied on thesé treasonable" colours, to two days' arrest and
two crowns. As if this were not enough, the unfortunate father
was promptly suspended from his post as secretary of the commune.

APPENDIX XXXIII
WHY INN-LICENCES ARE WITHDRAWN IN HUNGARY.

One of the commorst methods of intimidation at a Hungarian
election is the withdrawal of inlicences from landlords who venture
to vote against the official candidate. A capital example of this
evil practice is supplied by the following petition addressed by a
Slovak innleeper to the county excise authorities. Though -long
winded, it gives so clear an account of what occurred, that | have
given a verbatim translation, merely omitting the long and technical
legal arguments with which it concludés
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APPEAL OFSAMUEL SL CV |, IKNKEEPER INMIJAVA.

To the Royal Hungarian Finance and Excise Office in Nyitra
| appeal against the decision N85,472(1910) IV., upon the following
grounds’i

(1) The only reason of the withdrawal of my drink licencemy
political attitude at the last elections. Throughout the county of
Nyitra the elections were fixed for Jurie In the constituency of
Verbo, to which the commune of Mijava belongs, the candidate of the
Party of National Work was George Rudnyanszky. pites of the
fact that Rudnyanszky had no rival candidate up to ythe chief
s z ol gohthé district of Mijava summoned me by word of mouth
at 9 o'clock on the evening of Ma33, to appear at his office & o'clock
on the morning of the 24th, becauon the previous day | had refused
to accept and hoist a flag of Rudnyanszky, and because | had repeatedly
not allowed his placards to be pasted on the walls of my house. At
the hour prescribed | appeared at the office, in company of Stephen
Lendler, coomunal notary of Mijavawhen the chiefs z o | gcallec? r -
me to account for not accepting Rudnyanszky's flag and not allowing his
placards to be posted on my walls. | then replied that as | entertained
both Magyar and Slovak customers and had never talerlsztoral
signs in my house, and had grown old in this fashion, | would take no
part in the electoral campaign, whether there was a rival candidate
or not. Electoral signs (flags, placards, etc.) | would accept from no
party. | would abstain from votingnd preserve the strictest reu
trality. The chiefs z o | g letedpon- asked me again in a voice
of thunder, whether | would hoist Rudnyanszky's flag and allow his
placards to be stuck up. As | dared to maintain my former attitude,
the chiefs z o | graabk?the- following threat to me" Very well,
| inform you that after talay no one of the Rudnyanszky party will be
allowed to enter your inn garden.." He then went on" But | tell
you this too, that the extension of your licence to the garden, the
petiton for which | have, will not have my backing at the Finance
Office." As | received this also calmly, he said, turning to me and
striking himself on the breast, with threatening voitk forbid you
to sell drinks in the garden after-day." And when | aswered that
he can do so if he has the right, he finally addressed these words to
me "At the same time | assure you that your licence will be with
drawn in two or three days." | have as witnesses of all this, Stephen
Lendler and JohrB § r dconsmunal ntaries, living in Mijava, and |
demand their summons.

(@ The chiefs z o | g anbthat day and on the next, declared
openly in a loud voice, in his office, on the street and in the club, that he
was depriving me of my licence because | had refused to hailstyRel
szky's flag and stick up his placards. For this | have as witnhesses
JosephKu bi nyi , ; Stepleh geadbe? and Jor® & r dcors |,
munal notariesLouis Batka, Michael Zigany, WTihanyi, and Henry
Haberfeld, residents in Mijava.

(3 The chiefszolgd 2 rcarried out his threat, when on Ma&g,
1910, the excise officer made the most minute inspection at my inn,
declaring that he had a more important errand, but that as matcte
been given against me, he had to come to Mijava on my account.
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(4) UnJune i was the election, in which | took no part.

(5) On June5 two excise officials appeared to forbid me to continue
selling drinks in the gardenthey drew up a report on this, which |
signed, voluntarily giving up my right to sell drinks in the gard fill
the Finance Office decides in this matter.

(6) On June8, when | was examined in the matter of my offence,
the chiefs z ol g a b me -that tthougld he was sorry for me owing
to my honesty he yet had to withdraw my liceince
ist, because he had aldyatold me that he would withdraw it
2nd, because the other innkeepers ask it of him, and they deserve

that their business should improve through the withdrawal of

my licence, because they submitted to him.

3rd, because he wants to show the innkeepersMof ja va that they
must obey him. At the same time he assured me that if | would
vote at the next elections, he will restore my licence, as he has the
right to grant and withdraw licences. For this | have as witness

JoseptKu bi nyi , ofdMjgasad. ga b2 r -

(7) OnJunelOl received the decision against me.

(8) In order to make clear how far the misuse of his official power
went, | enclose (under A) the weekly pap®bzor, edited by him, which
writes as follows in an article of Jun&2, 1910, under the heading
"Mijava": "He who thinks or acts unpatriotically’ (i.e. he who
does not vote forhis candidate), "be he official or innkeeper, must
lose his post or his licence." These words regarding the Verbo elec
tion refer to my case and that of the parish councillor, ®tepHAeman,
who did not go from Mijava to Rudnyanszky's electoral address in
Verbo, and who, being called Panslav pig,” was forced to resign his
office. For Zeman's case there are witnesst Lendler, J.B8r do s,
Jos. Kubinyi, L. Batka and S. Zeman, @fMijava.

. These eight points prove that in the withdrawal of my licence
the lion's share falls to the chief z o | g thét 2its reason was political
revenge, and its aim to induce the other inn keepers to vote for his
candidate.

This is the politial background of the withdrawal. If there had
been no election, the chie§ z o | g wduld rhave taken no exception
to me, for | have sold drinks for twelve years in Mijava under R@9,
and since March23, 1893,under No.247, and have never till this masnt
been charged with any offence in all my tweniye years as innkeeper.
There are indeed few innkeepers who in twatihe years were never
published for irregularity or offences. | was proud of this, and behold,
my licence is suddenly withdrawn. Leagi aside the ugly political
background, | will now treat the matter from the juridical point of
view. ...

(This he does at tremendous length, and after pointing out that he
had never broken any rules, he asks that witnesses be heard and the
decision annuéd.)

SamueISI § mip.k ,

Innkeeper.

DanielProksai witnesses
D uadhKuLaneK J Witnessek
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APPENDIX XXXIV
SUMMARY OF POLITICAL TRIALS

Yrs, Mths Dys. Fines (in crowns

143 Roumanians (1886-18g6) . . 93 I 23 42,464
210 Roumanians (1897-1908) . . 383 9 3 51,327
14 Germans (1898-1g03) . x 2 10 IO 7,720
7 Ruthenes (xgo4) 3 . . § 0 o0 2,100
4 Serbs (1898-1906) . e T 1 .9 2,500
560 Slovaks (1896-1908) . . 91 7 26 42,121
938 non-Magyars (1886-1g08) ‘ . 232 6 2 148,232

These statistics only reach down to the summed3#8. A large
number of similar trials occurred during the remaining eighteen
months of the Coalition regime.

The new Minister of Justice, MrS z ® k wHo yseems to be the
most enlightened membeof the KhuenH ® d e r @aBimely quashed
a large number of the trials pending at the time of his taking office,
and political trials have been rarer since February, 1910. But the
local courts and officials remain as Chauvinist as ever.

APPENDIX XXXV
BLOODSHED AT ELECTIONS

Bresnitz von Sydacoff, in his sensational trabie Wahrheit
cber U(pm dG7m) quotes verbatim the following report of
Mr. Julius Endrey, M.P., upon a bgéection atMarosV&s 8r hel y
during the Premiership of M6 z ® | L

To-days election was stained not only by bribery and official pres
sure, but also by a bloodbath started by the gendarmes. The polling
booth, the school, and indeed the whole neighbourhood was thickly
beset with gendarmes and military. Since the public coold owing
to the cordon, enter School Street, it collected in the neighbouring
Louis-KossuthStreet, and cheered the voters of the Kossuth Party.
Between midday and one o'clock, when the supporters of the Govern
ment party appeared and proceeded to uibtey were received with
hooting by the crowd. Some children even threw snowballs at the
carriages in which the voters of the Government party sat. A gendarme
then seized a child and began tetriat it, by belabouring it with the
butt of his rifle. Sevel persons in the crowd tried to intervene in the
interest of the child"' Don't ill-treat it," said a townsmari, it is only
an unripe child." The gendarme then let go of the child, which disap
peared crying in the crowd. In the next moment one gendaaised
his rifle; two others followed his example, and several shots fell in
rapid succession. A fearful outcry filled the air. Several persons
staggered to the ground covered with blood. Ten persons had
fallen victims to the volleyi among them three whwere killed on
the spot. These are DanigNagy, miller; John Pi p $aasant,
and IsaacFarkas, miller's apprentice. The seventemarold car
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penter's apprentice, John Simon, was brought into hospital in a dying
condition. Six others we brought into hospital, several of them
fatally wounded. The rest will be crippled for life. At the news of
the bloodbath the voters of the Kossuth Party scattered, not daring
to go to the poll. Thus the candidate of the Government Party was
declared eleted.

Witnesses state that there was absolutely no reason for the gendarmes
using their weapons.

High Sheriff Cr p § d hali réceived the order from the Premier,
Mr. S z ®thdt the constituency must unquestionably remain in the
hands of the Government par

APPENDIX XXXVI

PARLIAMENTARY TOLERANCE AND THE
NON-MAGYARS

Even the few NofMagyars who succeed in running the parlia
mentary gauntlet are by no means free from political persecution.
In 1894 the Minister of the Interior actually dissolved the Rou
manian National Party and since then the argument has been
repeatedly put forward, that any party based upon -Magyar
nationality is unconstitutional and unpatriotic, and cannot be
tolerated.

Under the Coalition Government a fresh device was adopted to
frighten the NorMagyars into silencd the suspension of pardia
mentary immunity. On Novemberl6, 1906, Father Ferdinand
Juriga, one of the seven Slovak deputies, was sentenced at Press
burg to a term of two years' imprisonment and a fine1¢t00
crowns his offence consisted i incitement against the Magyar
nationality," incurred in two newspaper articles attacking the
Chauvinists and defending himself against the charges of disloyalty
which they brought against hilmSoon afterwards, two other Non
Magyar deputies, Messrs. Hodza aRde t r overe Rentenced to
terms of two and six months' imprisonment for similar offences.
Father J e h | iaRokher, Slovak deputy, was also charged with
" incitement against the Magyar nationality,"” and was threatened
by the ecclesiastical authorities with suspension from office, unless
he withdrew from an active part in politics. His attachment to
the priestly calling proved too strong for his Slovak sentiments
he resigned his seat, and nothing more has been heard ohahge
of " incitement." The Bishop, who disapproved of Jehlicka's
political activity, raised no objection to a Magyar priest standing
for the vacant constituencyand the growth of national feeling
among the Slovak Catholic peasantry was strikingly tified by

! For a full analysis of the Law of Nationalites (Law xIi\1868)
and a contrast between its theory and practice, seeRagjal Problems
in Hungary,pp. 147-159.
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their election of Mr.l v § nak yoyng Lutheran advota who had
only recently settled inNagy Szombat (Tyrnau).The Govern
ment wreaked its vengeance on Mr.v 8§ rbi @ political action
for " incitement," incurred in his electoral addressxd on August
2, 1908, he was sentenced to a year's imprisonment anfthe of
12,000crowns.

Moreover, the little group of nationalist members was subjected
to repeated insults and abuse in the House. Mr. Justh, the Coalition
Speaker, was conspicuous for his dignified impartialibut the
Vice-Presidents vied with eachther in setting his example at
defiance. One of these, Mr. StephBn§ k o v éozeko§ the leaders
of the People's Party), called out during the speech of aviagyar
deputy, " Get out Ass, stupid fool, cowatd" Father Lucaciu,
who was sitting near him, sked him whom he was addressing,
whereupon R 8 k o v dlundg yhe word "coward" at him. When
the Roumanian leader retorted, A coward is he who insults a
priest, knowing that he cannot claim satisfaction with weapons,"
the exdiplomat simply exclaimed,” Be quiet, or Il box your
ears." (Se®ester LloydApril 3, 1908.)

The temper of the House towards the nationalities was reflected
in its reception of a speech made by Mr. Goldis during the Educa
tion debate (April6,1907). When he quoted the saying &dmund
Bartha, " that it was both mistaken and impossible to bring up
Magyar children in a German spirit,” he was greeted with loud
applausg but when he added; equally mistaken and impossible
is it to educate Roumanian children in a Magyar spirit,” #pe
plause changed to loud and angry protests. (8Bester Lloyd,
April 6, 1907.)

An appeal having been lodged against Dr. Pout's mandate (June,
1906), Mr. Olay, one of the members of the Judicial Committee to
which the case was referred, toRblit to his face that his mandate
would be annulled, even if no valid ground was folindbecause he
was cultured and a good speaker, and consequently the most dan
gerous of the Serbs. (Seester Lloyd,June,1906.)

But the most startling example is supplied ty notorious Vaida
incident in the spring of1907. Towards the close of a lengthy
speech against the new Education Bill of Count Apponyi, Dr. Vaida
recited two Magyar poems, the one written by a Magyar Chauvinist
in abuse of the Roumanians, the other &yRoumanian patriot
returning these insults with interest in the language of his enemies.
This later poem, he argued, went far to prove the futility of the
present policy of Magyarization in the schoofer this policy did
not convert the Roumanians intdagyars, but either produced no
effect whatever, or else made the Roumanians bilingual and thus
doubly dangerous to the Magyars. Dr. Vaida had spoken to a
thin and inattentive House, and it was only next day that the
Chauvinists realized, from the stenognshic report of the debate,
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the nature of the poems which he had cited. The House worked
itself into a frenzy of indignation, and Count Apponyi argued that
after such a disgraceful and unpatriotic speech there was nothing
left for Dr. Vaida bt to resign his seat. His NevWlagyar colleagues
induced him to offer a public apology to the House (Agf, 1907),
though there was absolutely no cause for apoldyyt when he
rose to his feet, he was greeted by a storm of abuse and insult and
was hardy able to proceed. When, two months later (JUnESQ7),

he again appeared in the House, a still more disgraceful scene
occurred. Mr. Eitner described him as "a traitorous villain ";

Mr. JosephH o r v @iedh" What do we care for the rules of the
House It is a disgrace to the Magyar nation if this blackguard
is here.* Mr. R§t katlgressed the House as follows My

own opinion is that so long as the deputy Vaida possesses a man
date, he is entitled under the rules of the House and of the Con
stitution to enter this House. But a sense of honour, Magyar
patriotism and the sovereignty of the Magyar nation . . . must
surely bid him not to appear here. | beg to remind him that so
long as he remains in this House the standing orders and the laws
protect him. But | advise him not to claim this right too long,
for there are feelings and questions which cannot be bound by the
standing orders for any length of time. (Applause.) The henour
able member should take care that the House does not employ this
means of atisfaction against him." This menace naturally- in
creased the tumult, and the President had to suspend the sitting.
After the interval a solid mass of Magyar deputies bore down upon
Vaida and his tiny group of friends, and pressed them through the
folding doors at the back of the House.

On February16, 1909, similar treatment was meted out to the
Roumanian leader, Dr. Julius Maniu, who acted as spokesman
of the nationalities during the debate on the new Army Bills. He
began by emphasizing the historic s of the Dual Monarchy,
as the vanguard of Western civilization and as the protector of
numerous races too weak ever to form separate political entities.
He then described as mistaken the policy whichl867 erected a
German hegemony in Austria and aadyar hegemony in Hungary
to the detriment of the other races of the Monarchy, and he went
on to lament the racial exclusiveness which hindered the develop
ment of the nationalities in every branch of public life. The- dis
content was already great, hedad, and to introduce the racial
struggle into the ranks of the Army would increase this discontent
tenfold. The noisy protests which this remark evoked, led Mr.
Maniu to exclaim " You want to Magyarize every one in this
country. (Noise on the left, andies " Of course we want to")

Can you then find fault with a Roumanian for protesting against
this? (Noise and cries " You are a Magyar deputy.™ Go

to Roumania J" etc.) In such circumstances, you cannot com
plain if every Roumanian resists suchdencies. (Great noise.)





